
Talents we Lost in 2015 
by Tina LeCoff  
 
David N. Hardy, Sellersville, PA 
 

Dave was a wound-up dynamo of a guy, totally engaged in his work and then his hobbies 
which incorporated the local community of carvers and wood turners. As a young 
machinist, he founded D. N. Hardy Co., in Sellersville, PA, in 1957, incorporated the 
company in 1985 when his son William joined him, then retired in 1994 to active hobbies.  
 
Dave’s exacting career as a machinist perfectly prepared him for his hobbies. He was an 
avid hunter and competitive shooter, and at a young age, began building and repairing 
guns. When he retired, his love of wood working propelled him into wood carving and wood 
turning. David took classes from some of the country's best carvers and turners and 
eventually became recognized as an artisan in his own right. Often his pieces conveyed his 
sly sense of humor, complemented by his intense penetrating eyes.  
 
Dave became a friend of the Center, back in the Wood Turning Center years. His 
“Woodworker’s Christmas Tree” (pictured) was included in the Center’s 1988 International 
Lathe-Turned Objects exhibition, and documented in the catalogue Lathe-Turned 
Objects.  Albert LeCoff recalls Dave’s willingness to demonstrate wood turning at the 
Center’s educational events.  Albert fondly remembers the year Dave and wife Florence 
volunteered to demonstrate wood turning inside the state capitol building in Harrisburg, PA, 
during Arts Advocacy Day. As he turned and talked, viewers were amazed by Dave’s facile 
turning skills.  In 2006, Dave was on a team of wood turners who demonstrated for the 
Center at the Little League World Series in Williamsport, PA.  A few of Dave’s pieces are 
part of the Center’s museum collection.  
 
Friends also admired Dave’s dedication to working with mentally and physically 
disadvantaged people, as well as emerging and accomplished artists.   He helped shape 

and implement good shop practices through weekly sessions in his home workshop.  Many a local turner and visitor learned safety 
and honed their carving, turning or teaching skills at events hosted in Dave’s shop. Dave taught demonstrators to teach rather than 
entertain.  And he was serious, with a twinkle in his eye.      
 
 

“Woodworker’s Christmas Tree” – Collection of Mr. 

and Mrs. George P. Lamb, Jr. 



Talents we Lost in 2015 
by Tina LeCoff  
 
David N. Hardy, Sellersville, PA 
 

 
 

 

 

Two of Dave Hardy’s pieces in the Museum Collection: Ornament, below and Santa 

Clause, right. 


