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My nursing career started in Texas in the early 1980s working in a surgical 

intensive care unit and taking responsibility for inpatient hemodialysis. I enjoyed 

the teamwork that was always present in the ICU.  But, I felt somewhat guilty 

“treating patients to death.” I always sensed there was a better way for people 

to spend the end of their life, rather than being tethered to a ventilator, unable 

to communicate with loved ones. I have worked in many different nursing 

specialties. It has always been important for me to provide dignity and respect 

to patients. I also take pride in educating and preparing families and loved ones 

for end-of–life. In 2003 I was given an opportunity to join a rapidly growing 

hospice in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  

Hospice nursing is so highly specialized. I was fortunate to work for a company that valued certified 

nurses. Once prepared, I took the CHPN certification exam. I was honored to be able to serve a fragile 

population and validate that I was fully prepared to provide quality care.  

In 2008, I took the CHPCA (Certified Hospice and Palliative Care Administrator) exam. I currently serve as 

Executive Director at Cura-HPC, in Tulsa, Oklahoma. I served on the Exam Development Committee for 

Certified Hospice and Palliative Care Administrators from 2010 to 2015, acting as committee chair the 

last two years of my term. I was also a founding member of Northeast Oklahoma HPNA chapter, where I 

currently serve as Membership Committee Chair. My belief in the value of competent hospice and 

palliative care clinicians is what drives my involvement with HPCC and HPNA. 

I am honored to be an HPCC Board of Directors member. As a hospice and palliative care leader, I 

encourage certification of staff members. I have the support of my Board of Directors to provide 

education as well as financial assistance in attaining and maintaining national certification.  I contend 

that certification is proof that clients have competent, qualified clinicians caring for those entrusted to 

hospice and palliative care services.  

On a personal note, I love animals and I enjoy spending time in my flower gardens. I recently married 

my best friend, and my new last name is Brasher! 


