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June 22, 2015 

Via ECFS 
 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 

Secretary 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 12th Street, SW 

Washington, DC 20554 

 

Re: Ex Parte Meeting Regarding GN Docket No. 12-268: Expanding the 
Economic and Innovation Opportunities of Spectrum Through Incentive 
Auctions 

 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 Michael Gravino, Director of the LPTV Spectrum Rights Coalition, (the “Coalition”), 

participated on June 22, 2015 in a large group meeting of broadcasting groups with 

the FCC Chairman, Tom Wheeler, and staff.   

 The Chairman discussed with the representatives of the PBS network, and their 

affiliates, APTS, the need for further assistance to make sure that no community is 

left without a PBS affiliate if the local non-commercial or education station licensee 

sells in the incentive auction.  PBS mentioned that there are about 30 of these.  

The Chairman offered to contact the education station licensees to explain that why 

moving to the VHF would be better than selling the licensee in the auction. 

  The Coalition suggested that since the FCC is now considering channel 

sharing deals might be initiated post-auction, that the rules should be changed so 

that LPTV stations may offer themselves for lease as PBS affiliates.  This would 



mean changing the proposed rules of only primary and Class-A station channel 

sharing, and letting LPTV participate.  The Coalition further mentioned that if 

channel sharing did not work, that PBS affiliates could lease LPTV 

stations/channels, and then negotiate with local cable companies. 

 The Coalition also discussed that the varying sizes of the proposed guard 

bands in each of the variable clearing targets, would give the unlicensed users from 

28 MHz to 14 MHz, and that an additional 6 MHz in the Vacant Channel order 

would give unlicensed more spectrum than LPTV in many markets. 

 Mr. Gravino also pointed out that it was going to be difficult to answer the 

questions in the Vacant Channel rule making if the LPTV NPRM Report and Order 

had not yet been issued, and that the Courts could construe this to be yet another 

abuse of the Administrative Procedures Act. 

 Mr. Gravino further discussed with the Chairman and had a lively debate about 

the potential LPTV legal cases against the auction rules, and that the FCC has a 

problem with its latest proposed rule making of elevating unlicensed users over 

licensed users.  And this proposed rule making could affect all FCC licensees, not 

just LPTV. 

 The Chairman used an analogy of two prisoners waiting for a firing squad, and 

Mr. Gravino used an analog of pitching outside of the strike zone.  Mr. Gravino said 

that on behalf of the numerous auction eligible Class-A licensees he represented 

that they wanted the auction to proceed expeditiously, and that even LPTV 

licensees, like that which he is part of, want a speedy process so that the period of 

uncertainty could be over with, but only if due process was afforded to LPTV.  

Further, that after the auction, there would be many more FCC licensees that were 

LPTV and TV translators than any other class of licensee.  The Chairman 

responded that the FCC would do what it had to in order to fulfill its' mandate from 

Congress.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mike Gravino, Director 

LPTV Spectrum Rights Coalition 

 /S/     	  


