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What Can I Do at Home?
What Can I Learn

About Water Quality? 
What Can I Do on the Farm  

and in Woodlands?

Walk the Path that Water Walks...

Where does all 
the water go 

after it rains? 
How does what people 

do on their land at 
home, on the farm 

and in the cities af-
fect water and soil 

quality? Pathway to 
Water Quality 
can show you! 

Pathway is a model  
watershed that 

shows you how land 
“sheds” excess water 
and what that means 

to you!

       Rock Waterfall Tumbling water helps mix 
oxygen into streams, improving habitat for 
aquatic life. 

       Native Plants (2 locations) Native plants 
grow better, have less disease and require less 
watering and fertilizer.

       Pervious Concrete Pervious concrete allows 
water to filter through to the soil, rather 
than running off the surface, allowing it to be 
trapped and cleaned before reaching rivers, 
lakes and streams.

       Model Home The home showcases native 
plants, tree plantings, composting, mulching, a 
rain barrel, pervious concrete, phosphorus-free 
lawn fertilizer, and backyard conservation. New 
this year is a raised-bed garden.

       Rain Barrel (2 locations) Rain barrels, 
placed below a downspout of a roof gutter, 
collect and store rain water that can be used 
to water plants and gardens. Rain barrels 
conserve water and reduce water bills. 

       Compost Bin Composting involves turning 
leaves, grass clippings, kitchen waste, garden 
debris, and other organic material into free 
fertilizer.   

       Rain Garden (across from model home) 
Rain gardens absorb and filter rainwater that 
would otherwise wash pollutants from your 
lawn or driveway into storm drains, which lead 
to our rivers, lakes and streams.

       Stream & Shoreline Protection  (2 locations) 
Protecting  stream banks and shorelines with 
vegetation or rock prevents soil erosion and 
protects aquatic habitat. 

       Pond Restoration After 20 years, PWQ’s 
upper pond was in need of restoration.  Trees 
were overgrown & invasive plants had invaded!  
New landscaping includes: a wide variety of 
native plants;  fresh compost and mulch; a 
new pond liner; new pond shape (to include a 
“bench” for wetland plants); Arbor Vitae shrubs 
planted by the fence to provide a future screen 
and some shade; and a  new outlet pipe. 

       Lakes & Natural Wetlands Wetlands help 
clean up water before it enters rivers, lakes, 
streams and groundwater. 

       Soils in Indiana Learn about soil 
characteristics and how soil quality affects 
the quality of water.

        Water Well See the working parts of a 
water well and a properly plugged well.

        Water History Cabin Learn about water 
conservation and how water was used in the 
early 1900’s. Live interpreters also will share 
our soil and water message on special  days!

        Well Water Pump Come enjoy a cold drink of 
well water! Groundwater quality is protected 
by good land care practices.

        Education Walk through the covered bridge 
into an area where you’ll find hands-on water 
quality activities.

       Two-Stage Ditch This innovative ditch 
design includes a floodplain bench to reduce 
flooding and filter nutrients.

       Woodlands Good timber management 
makes woodlands productive, provides wildlife 
habitat, and protects water and soil quality.

       Farmland Farmers manage their land and 
install conservation practices to protect 
water quality and keep the land healthy for 
farming.

       Pasture Management Well managed 
pastures can improve animal health and 
performance, increase profitability, and 
enhance wildlife habitat while protecting water 
quality.

is the proud sponsor of the 
Pathway to Water Quality  

exhibit at the  
Indiana State Fair!

www.pathwaytowaterquality.org
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