[bookmark: _GoBack]Diarrhea in horses can be caused by several different disease causing organisms or “pathogens”, some of which are zoonotic. Salmonella, clostridium, and giardia are all pathogens that can cause diarrhea.  Salmonella and clostridium difficle are well known human bacterial pathogens. While diarrhea in a horse usually causes people to steer clear, some horses can be “silent carriers” of salmonella. This means they carry these bacteria without showing signs of illness, but still shed the organisms in their manure.  Giardia is a common intestinal parasite in people and can also be carried by healthy horses. Most of us wouldn’t knowingly ingest fecal material, but bacteria are microscopic so can easily be ingested if food is contaminated or hands haven’t been washed.  

