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The information below is excerpts from her award 
winning application. 
 
Juanita, along with her husband Dick Boniface, 
officially joined the ranks of Minnesota Ag in the 
Classroom (MAITC) volunteers in 1995 when 
they attended a “Getting Comfortable in the 
Classroom” workshop hosted by MAITC.  They 
were soon among the corps of volunteers who made classroom visits twice a year in the 
Minneapolis/St. Paul area. For the next seven years the Boniface team (Dick, retired 
Director of Field Service and Public Relations, North Central Wool Marketing Corporation 

and Juanita, retired Extension Educator/4-H) taught a lesson on 
sheep and wool to over 2000 youth.  Using a short video about 
sheep production, vocabulary building activities and a hands-on 
wool learning packet, students received an overview of the 
sheep and wool industry.  After observing the poverty of many 
students in the inner city schools, Dick and Juanita began 
making mini-Willie Worms (see photo), a sheepskin novelty for 
each of the students.   Among their souvenirs from these 

teaching experiences are many envelopes of Thank You letters from students and teachers. 
 
Collaborations with other Agriculture Organizations 
Since 2002, they have expanded their Agriculture in the Classroom teaching to many other 
venues, cooperating with Minnesota Farm Bureau, Minnesota 
CattleWomen, Minnesota State Fair and the University of 
Minnesota. As a part of the Minnesota Farm Bureau Ag Pen Pal 
program Juanita wrote 3-4 letters per year to elementary 
classrooms in Minnesota.  The letters used photos and 
narrative to describe ranch activities and answer student 
questions.  Letters were followed with classroom visits near 
the end of the school year. 
 
Award winning agricultural literacy programs  were initiated 
including presentations of  MAITC’s Children’s Literature Book 
Bundles to elementary schools, the Minnesota History Center’s 
Oliver Kelley Farm, a church library, and creating “Take and 
Teach” kits  used by 4-H volunteers, master gardeners and 
others. These ideas have been shared with other counties 
through the Minnesota Farm Bureau County Program Resource 
Guide.  



As a beef producer, Juanita has a strong interest in beef education and has been recognized 
as a national leader and educator by the American National CattleWomen.  She designs beef 
education lesson plans for national and statewide distribution to teachers and other 
educators. Examples of popular topics: “Beef as a Healthy Nutritious Food”, “Cattle County: 
The Beef Industry”, and “Wow that Cow-Discover the Many Contributions Cattle Make to 
our Lives.”   Nearly 450 youth are reached annually through her beef presentations in pre 
K-6 grade classrooms and 4-H groups. Popular topics are: raising baby calves, cowboy 
clothing, and animal identification.  
Elementary and pre-school children 
look forward to her reading current, 
accurate agriculture children’s books 
such as “Levi’s Lost Calf”, and the 
Awesome Agriculture Book  series, plus 
enjoying an age appropriate activity 
that supports state educational 
standards.   
 
Agricultural Literacy at the Minnesota 
State Fair:  Agricultural education is a 
priority at the Minnesota State Fair (1.8 
million visitors annually) and Juanita 
has been a key team member.  She 
represented the beef industry on a task force to renovate the Minnesota State Fair Moo 
Booth with the goal to enhance the educational experiences through interactive activities 
and fully integrate beef and dairy cattle principles into the exhibit area.  Dick assisted her 
to provide sheep and wool information and teaching aids for the popular ‘Little Farm 
Hands’ activity area.   
 
Student – Mentor - Teacher 
Juanita is a learner.  She is a tireless advocate and cheerleader for agricultural literacy! She 
takes advantage of MAITC workshops and keeps abreast of timely resources for many 
agriculture topics.  But she doesn’t keep this knowledge to herself—long known as a 
“master teacher” she seeks opportunities to teach and train others in agricultural education 
and teaching methods.  She takes pride in serving as a mentor to many educators who are 
seeking to strengthen agricultural literacy in both formal and informal settings.  
 

 

 

  


