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Where and what level do you currently teach and why did you 
choose to become an educator? 
I teach English and reading to primarily 9th grade students at Mayo 
High School in Rochester, MN.  I also teach English at RALC (Rochester 
Area Learning Center) two evenings a week. I love that in my job I get 
to directly work with interesting people every day. Working with students is challenging, fulfilling, and 
never boring! 
 
How has agriculture and the Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom Program (MAITC) impacted your 
students and instruction? 
This summer, after participating in MAITC, I developed a lesson that will help get students thinking 
about GMOs.  Designing lesson plans with an Ag focus is made easier by the abundance of free 
resources and web links provided by Minnesota Farm Bureau and MAITC.    
 
What advice do you have for other teachers on implementing agriculture into their 
classroom/program? 
Reach out to your community to find farmers and other people with Ag connections that you can 
connect to your classroom.  In the past, I have invited the county dairy princesses in for a day.  And, a 
few years ago, I led a group of students who were new to the United States on a field trip to the 
Sheeknoll dairy farm south of Rochester. Do what you can to put agriculture in front of students.  The 
field of agriculture is incredibly diverse—encompassing careers ranging from nutritionists, arborists, 
dairy farmers, to soil scientists and many more—agriculture surrounds us and agriculture is the 
backbone of our society.  I find that students are interested in learning more about where their food 
comes from and agriculture can be used to teach any subject.  
 
Why do you believe it is important for our students to be agriculturally literate in today’s society? 
It is important that students be agriculturally literate and aware in today’s society so that when 
decisions are made about how best to manage the planet’s resources, intelligent, well-informed 
decisions may be made. There is much misinformation as well as biased information out there at 
students’ fingertips.   
 
Students (and adults, too) if they are not agriculturally literate, will promote ideas that work against 
agriculture and even food safety.  For example, raw milk is not more nutritious than pasteurized milk, 
and as a matter of fact, drinking raw milk can lead to serious illness.  The Country Today newspaper out 
of Eau Claire, WI, published in its August 24, 2015 issue, an article detailing the results of a study by 
Professor John Lucey, a food scientist, and professor from UW Madison. The study found no evidence of 
health benefits of drinking raw milk.   However, today, the idea of drinking raw milk has gained 
popularity.  Most people will not read the article published in The Country Today and will remain 
misinformed.   
 



If students are agriculturally literate, they will be able to hear, understand, and also participate 
intelligently in conversations about agriculture. Conversations that lead to laws and regulations that 
ultimately affect all of us who live on this planet.  


