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Where and what level do you currently teach and why did you choose to 
become an educator? 
I teach 6th -10th grade science education; Physics, Biology, Chemistry, etc… students at Crosswinds Arts 
and Science school in Woodbury, MN. My route was not the traditional route to become an educator. I 
started out in private industry and wanted to share my experiences and knowledge with today’s youth. I 
served in a variety of roles in my younger days, from a company owner to being a federally certified 
emergency manager. I suppose the greatest decision I made was to go back to school and get a 
teacher’s license after having a successful career outside of the education field. I wanted to give the 
students back something in the local communities that I felt was often times missing in a student’s 
education. That is “the relationship between the Real World and what we learn in school”.  This often 
can only happen when one has lived through these various events in life. 
 
How has agriculture and the Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom Program and resources impacted 
your students and instruction? 
We have had tremendous support from the state Department of Agriculture and the MN DNR in 
progressing towards our goals of becoming a premier sciences and art education community here at 
Crosswinds in Woodbury, MN. We also recently received support from CHS, a leader in agricultural 
production among many other things. Many disciplines have incorporated lessons and units using the 
tools provided by the Agriculture in the Classroom instruction and we have had a chance to get the 
students outside to do hands-on learning with the support, training, and dedication of the educational 
staff at the Minnesota Department of Agriculture. Many students now inquire about the effects of 
weather and other phenomenon on agriculture including the safety of livestock. 
 
Describe any agriculture based projects you have been involved in lately. 
We have a school forest here at Crosswinds and with the great assistance of the Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture representatives and the private support of CHS (A fortune 500 agriculture corporation. 
based in Inver Grove Heights, MN.) We have been able to plan multiple events, units, and lessons for the 
students through interdisciplinary instruction. For example: We have started multiple learning platforms 
with the 37 acres we have at the school with planting a variety of produce. We have also done 
dissections of euthanized fetal pigs to understand the physiology of livestock and the problems that can 
occur when an animal becomes unhealthy and how that relates to the food supply and the general 
dynamics of economic activity as a whole. 
 
What advice do you have for other teachers on implementing agriculture into their 
classroom/program? 
Give the students a clear, concrete, and concise plan for their project. Start with designated areas for 
each small group and establish some sort of monitoring program through charts, graphs and pictures to 
display their work at the end of the project to be evaluated by the group upon completion. Another idea 



would be for students to plant seeds and monitor growth in an indoor environment so the students can 
see and touch what they are learning about incorporating the multiple learning styles children have. I 
find that children always like learning about dinosaurs and animals. One can tie that in with livestock 
studies and the changes in vegetation since prehistoric times. For example ask the question: Did 
dinosaurs eat corn? Why or why not? 
 
Why do you believe it is important for our students to be agriculturally literate and aware in today’s 
society? 
Agriculture is a large part of the US economy and the world community at large. By being agriculturally 
literate the students will be able to grow and harvest sustainable, nutritionally sound produce for 
themselves and their families and friends in the future. They will also have the ability to have a better 
understanding on how certain factors affect the growth of the agricultural products grown. 


