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Where and what level do you currently teach and why did you 
choose to become an educator? 
I am a Kindergarten teacher at Greenvale Park Elementary in 
Northfield, Minnesota.  I chose to become a teacher because I have a 
passion for children and to help all students reach their fullest potential. 
 
How has agriculture and the Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom Program and resources impacted 
your students and instruction? 
The Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom Program has previously provided all the Kindergarten 
students experience on a diary farm first hand along with providing age appropriate resources for my 
students in the classroom.  I love that we have partnered with a local farm, which provides the 
opportunity for us to watch videos about a local farm, have a farmer come into the classroom, and use 
the farmer as another reliable resource. 
 
I was blessed to have been raised on a dairy farm in Rice County so the students have also had the 
opportunity to watch a video about our family farm.  During the video one of my students kept asking 
about why the horse was getting milked, and in fact it was a cow.  This child has never had the 
opportunity to see a cow before.  Exposure at a young age is important, and it helped the children 
realize milk comes from a cow not from the grocery store.    The resources provided by MAITC lead to 
strong educational discussions, which is another reason why I use these resources.      
 
Describe any agriculture based projects you have been involved in lately. 
In our classroom we just finished up our Farm Theme, but that does not mean it will not be incorporated 
into other subject areas throughout the school year.  During farm week one of the exciting things we did 
was make butter.  This was a very simple science activity we did, but we incorporated many standards - 
we made predictions about what the heavy whipping cream would do if we shook it, we graphed the 
number of students who liked and disliked the butter, and we wrote about the texture of the butter. 
 
What advice do you have for other teachers on implementing agriculture into their 
classroom/program? 
Implementing agriculture into the classroom can be as simple as having a conversation about where 
food comes from or as elaborate as planting a garden and maintaining it.  MAITC provides free 
wonderful resources and lesson plans to help all teachers’ grades K-12 get started.  As a teacher I believe 
you will discover new things about agriculture.  Agriculture is not just about farm animals, it’s about 
crops, soil levels, land formations, weather, fruits and vegetables, and so much more!     
 
Why do you believe it is important for our students to be agriculturally literate and aware in today’s 
society? 
It is important for today’s students to be educated about agriculture so they are knowledgeable about 
where their food comes from and that it does not magically appear in the grocery store.  Having a 
knowledge and understanding about agriculture will also help them make healthy lifestyle choices as 



well – drinking milk will provide stronger bones and eating healthy snacks will help their body 
development.  I feel as fewer and fewer children come from the farm the more important it is to 
educate them not only about where their food comes from, but also how farmers take good care of 
their land and animals to provide bountiful and healthy food for our ever growing population. 
 
 


