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FYS SHINES AT THE SUMMIT! 
By: Chelsea Bramblett 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On September 9th-11th, Florida Youth SHINE members from around the state attended the 
Department of Children and Families Child Protection Summit in Orlando, Florida. Florida 
Youth SHINE leaders engaged in three full days of learning, educating, networking, 
advocating; and of course, bonding with their FYS family.  
 
The DCF Summit also serves as FYS’s quarterly meeting. Youth were able to share some of the 
great things their chapters are doing to continue ensure FYS is making changes in our local 
areas. Additionally, FYS members talked about local and statewide issues and participated in 
teambuilding activities.  
 
Not only did FYS members have an opportunity to attend many different workshops, 
members were also able to represent the voice of our youth on two panels in front of a 
packed house. Edward Cody, Jessica Overstreet, Elena Foster, Dan Scott, and Ke’onda 
Johnson did an amazing job as panelists on the workshop, “It’s the Little Things that Matter.” 
I had the privilege to moderate this panel. The other panel FYS participated in was called, 
entitled “It’s Complicated, But Please Try to Understand Our Relationships with Our 
Parents.” Taj Banks, Janice Goldsberry, Dan Scott, and I shared our stories about our 
relationship with our biological parents with attorney, Jessica Rae who moderated and 
provided the laws regarding out experience. It was amazing to be able to provide a youth 
voice at the summit and share our stories with so many attendees.  
 
Also, during the DCF summit, Dan Scott, our membership chair, had the opportunity to share 
his digital story during the general session. We are so proud of Dan for working tirelessly to 
produce such a powerful digital story with an emphasis on sibling relationship that has 
brought attention to the importance of keeping siblings together and sharing his personal 
experience of how being separated from his sister has impacted him.  
 
As always, I have left the DCF summit feeling empowered and encouraged after seeing all of 
the social workers and child advocates eager to learn the best practices for child welfare and 
services available for youth. My favorite part was being in the presence of my FYS family and 
watching our bond strengthen and develop. Thank you to DCF for this opportunity.  
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   Meet our new FYS Statewide Board  
 

 
Chelsea Bramblett, Statewide Chair 

Hi, my name is Chelsea Bramblett and I was placed into foster care at the age of 15 and remained 
in the Florida Child Welfare System until I aged out at the age of 18 in December of 2012. I am 
currently a Junior at University of West Florida and am majoring in Social Work.  I was introduced 
to FYS by my case manager in the Independent Living Program in Pensacola.  I became very 
involved locally in chapter meetings and was drawn to the goals of Florida Youth SHINE. I have 
been an active member in FYS for the past three years and served on the Statewide Board for the 
past two years as Secretary. This is my third term on the board and I have learned the power of 
advocating for child welfare, gained a sense of professionalism and realized how influential youth 
and their voices can be. 

As a Florida Youth SHINE member and Board representative I consider it a pure pleasure to witness FYS grow and impact the Child 
Welfare System. I have developed a sincere passion for changes to the system and understand the power of advocating to make those 
happen. I believe in selfless service with an obligation to help others. I have a passion of excellence for a greater Florida Child Welfare 
System. As chair, I am very excited for the future of Florida Youth SHINE! I plan to bring a new level of excitement, progression, 
professionalism, and character while I serve. The board and I will achieve FYS goals as we work together and grow as a family. 

 

    Dan Scott, Membership Chair 
Hi. I am currently 20 years old and attending Hillsbarough Community College to become a firefighter. I 
came into care when I was 4 years old with my sister. There were times that we were placed together and 
times that we were separated. I lived in 7 foster homes and I aged out at age 18. I know the changes you 
want to see happen, and that’s what I am here for. 
 
I participate in many leadership camps and trainings and I am heavily involved in youth organizations in my 
community. I know I possess the skills to lead the wonderful organization, FYS. I know we can work together 
to help each other to get to even greater heights than already reached. I look forward to working with 
everyone and thank you for choosing me as your membership chair!! 

 

Katrina Bramblett, Legislative Chair 
My name is Katrina Bramblett and I currently attend school at University of West Florida and am studying 
Accounting. I came into care in 2009, when I was 15 years old with my sister Chelsea. I had a positive 
experience in the foster care system. I really felt like most of the staff involved in my case went above and 
beyond what was needed to ensure that each decision was made with my best interest in mind. I had two 
amazing caseworkers, a caring guardian ad litem, and wonderful foster parents who were there for every 
step of the way and by attending all of my ceremonies, birthdays, and graduations. 
 
As far as my leadership experience goes, I have been a part of many groups in school, FYS, and other places 
where I was responsible for doing certain tasks that were assigned to me. My completion of these tasks 
helped the groups reach goals and I am confident that I will be able to fulfill my duties as Legislative Chair for 
FYS because of my experience working in groups. I am committed to leading FYS because I feel as though 
foster youth who have first-hand experience in the system are the key to making vital and important changes 

to the system so that it will be the best it can be for current and future youth. 
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Edward Cody, Secretary  
Hi! My name is Edward Cody and I’m 23 years old. I entered the foster care system when I was 14 years old. Like 
many of you, I had good days and bad days; however, foster care taught me a lot of things and I wouldn’t replace 
that for anything in the world. I have met new people, gained family, and resources. When I was 17 years old, I 
was introduced to this amazing organization called Florida Youth SHINE. I have been involved ever since. In my 
local chapter, I served as the Vice President, advocating for the voiceless and teaching other youth about the 
rights and laws for youth in care. As Secretary, I plan to unite our chapters more. I believe that this generation 
can be the leaders that change the foster care system forever. 

 

Janice Goldsberry, Events and Meetings Chair  
Hi, my name is Janice Goldsberry. I am 22 years old. I entered care at the age 7 along with my older brother and my 
younger sister. My parents suffered with substance abuse, making them unable to take care of us. When I entered 
care I instantly faced sibling separation. My parents constantly tried to get us back but every time they did we 
ended up in care again and again until we aged out. All together I have been in foster care for 12 years. I have been 
in at least 17 foster homes including group homes and non-relative homes. I have been to 4 elementary schools, 8 
middle schools and 3 high schools. 

 
Throughout my time in care, I have seen many different things and many different types of people. I have learned how to deal with the 
circumstances that I’ve been placed in, and in turn it has made me a stronger person. I’ve also learned that although everyone is 
different, we are also all the same. We all want success, we all want a support system, and we all want happiness.  My goal as a Florida 
Youth Shine leader is to reach out to those who need someone to show them the way and find their voice. Before FYS, I was shy and 
doubted my importance in this world. However, FYS allowed me to SHINE and find my voice. FYS has helped me realize that I am 
important and I do hold a purpose. I want to help raise others up to their full potential so that they can be an asset in their community, in 
FYS, and most importantly for themselves!  

 

Jessica Overstreet, Fundraising Chair 
Hello! My name is Jessica Overstreet and I am 21 years old. I am originally from Tampa Florida, but I recently moved 
to Orlando to attend UCF. I spent 3 and a half years in foster care in Hillsborough County before I was adopted at 
17. Although that was a tough time in my past, I use those years to really fuel my passion to help the foster care 
system and those youth that are living in it today. Later on in life, I want to be a social worker for the elderly, but for 
now I work at Disney World! I was so honored to be the Fundraising Chair last year, and even more honored to be 
able to hold the seat again this year. One of my main goals this year is to get to know every chapter personally and 
to help with any individual fundraising concerns and questions they have. I would also like to have a statewide 
fundraiser. There are so many more things that I would love to accomplish this year, but they can only be done with 
the help of the amazing FYS members. I can’t wait to work with you all! I look forward to getting to know all the 
new members, and getting closer with the returning members.  

 
 

 

Taevon Harvin-Pierre, Marketing & Communications Chair  
I came into the foster care system in 2008, at age thirteen. I lived in a group home with a house parent model 
throughout my time in care. I gained a lot of insight while in care and I'm glad I came into the system because it 
gave me a new chance at a better life. After living in Broward County my whole life, I recently moved to Tampa to 
live with my biological mother. I currently attend school at Saint Pete Community College and am studying political 
science. Last year, I interned with Florida’s Children First. This is my second year on the FYS statewide board as 
Communications and Marketing chair. I have testified in Tallahassee many times, written for national blogs, spoke 
in front of a senate caucus in D.C. and have participated in many trainings throughout the state.  
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FYS Digital Stories  
By: Jessica Overstreet  

Time is a crazy thing. There are many ways you can measure out time. You can measure it 
in seconds, minutes, hours, days, months, and years. But one thing that is clear about time; 
incredible and amazing events can occur in it. Whether it be good or bad, astonishing or 
ordinary, it’s still impactful in some way. In about 35 minutes, you can wash a load of 
laundry. It took less than an hour for the South World Trade Center Tower to collapse after 
being struck.  It took the first space mission 3 days to reach the moon. It took one year and 
45 days to build and construct the Empire State building. It also only took around 20 
minutes for the Florida Senate and House of Representatives to unanimously vote yes on 
the Normalcy Bill. It took 3 fellow FYS members and I, 3 hours and 42 minutes to get to 
Florida Atlantic University from Tampa, where we met 7 other members to work on our 
Digital Stories. I don't think that 3 hour and 42 minute car ride could really have prepared 
me for the amazing and heart felt stories that I gained from those 4 days.  

 
When I first arrived, I was greeted by 2 experts from the Center for Digital Storytelling who were there to help us write and edit our 
digital stories and to teach us the software to create our videos. When everyone arrived we joined in a circle where we were all able to 
tell our stories in a non-judgmental environment. Not only was this time useful to choose a piece of our life that we were passionate to 
share in our digital story, but it was also important to really let out the pain and sadness that many, including myself, were keeping in for 
many years. After we all shared our stories, the next part was to figure out what we wanted our primary focus to be in our story. 
Although it may sound easy, it was actually extremely difficult! Between the 10 members that were there, the time spent in care ranged 
from a few months to almost 18 years. It was extremely hard to pick one piece of your story, when most of us haven't come to terms 
with everything we experienced.  However, with the incredible help from the mentors and experts from the Digital Storytelling Center, all 
of us were able to pinpoint our stories and were ready to make our videos! 
 
The next 2 days were all about working on our script, taking pictures for our videos and learning how to use the software to produce the 
videos. We were all required to take pictures of what we wanted to incorporate in our videos to visually display our message.  Once we 
finished our outline for the script, we were able to record our voice-over for the video. Between trying to work on our outlines, finding 
the right angle of an object to use as a visual, and trying to figure out the software, it was definitely a long 4 days. But there was fun too! 
We were able to stay in one of FAU’s beautiful dorms where we were all able to live that “college life.” We were able to roam the 
campus to not only find our pictures, but to really get inspiration for our education and futures. For dinner we all went to a food truck 
rally where there were dozens of food truck vendors, entertainment and a nice time for all of us to spend together. The amazing food 
didn't stop there; we also ate at an amazing hamburger place and a “create your own pizza” place where we were able to celebrate one 
of the members birthdays. On that Saturday night, we could choose if we wanted to go to Boomers where there were games and water 
boats, or to go relax at the movies. I chose a movie! Although the days did get a little emotional, it was nice to have this free time with 
each other to simply have fun.  

      
After everyone was done with their video and all the editing was done, we had our own little viewing party where we were able to watch 
everyone’s finished product. It not only let us see everyone’s hard work, but it really enlightened us all on how strong we are to do create 
something so amazing. Although most of us were overwhelmed by the emotions being brought up, it was nice to know that our stories 
could help someone else in the future. These videos are more than just videos. They are our real stories, produced, created, and told by 
the youth in Florida Youth SHINE. They are hope that no one will ever have to go through what we went through, that no child will have 
to be separated from a sibling, that no child will have to feel the pain and burden that they are not good enough, and that no child will 
have to feel that they are alone. That is because these videos will show that there are people out there fighting for them, looking for a 
change. Time really is a crazy thing once you think about it. Although only about a minute or two long, these stories that were told over a 
few short days were not only incredible, but its impact will be shared for years to come! 
 
FYS Digital Stories will be available in December. Please look for updates on our Facebook page in regards to their release. Digital 
Stories will be used to make a larger impact around the nation, for trainings, and to better educate others on the issues youth face in 
care. Thank you to the State Farm Youth Advisory Board for a generous grant for this project.  
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SHINE SPOTLIGHT 
 Congrats to Outstanding Youth and Mentors!  

Several Florida Youth SHINE members and mentors have been honored at Florida’s 
Children First Advocacy Awards Receptions around the state. We are so proud of these 
incredible youth on their accomplishments! Some FYS mentors have also been honored 
with the mentor of the year award for their commitment to inspiring and empowering 
youth around the state.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to our Youth Advocate Honorees! 
Julia Shafer, Osceola Chapter Member, Honored at the Orlando Reception 
Meme Tresalus, Manasota Chapter Member, Honored at the Sarasota Reception  
Janice Goldsberry, FYS Events and Meetings Chair, Treasure Coast Chapter Member, 
Honored at the Palm Beach Reception  
Chelsea Bramblett, FYS Statewide Chair, Past FYS Statewide Secretary (2 terms), 
Pensacola Chapter Member, will be honored at the Jacksonville awards reception.  

Congratulations to our Mentor of the Year Honorees! 
Jayson Caines, ManaSota Chapter Mentor  
Jeff DeMario, Palm Beach Chapter Mentor  
 
 Foster Youth In Action 

 
 
 
 
FYS members, Chelsea Bramblett, Janice Goldsberry, Dan Scott, and Taevon Harvin-
Pierre attended the Foster Youth in Action Leaders for Change conference in 
Washington D.C. This powerful conference brought together over 80 attendees from 
youth advocacy organizations across the nation. FYS learned many leadership skills, 
approaches to youth advocacy, about issues around the nation, and models of youth 
advocacy. They also voted on a national issue to focus on. The youth spoke about the 
issues involving trauma and how to better improve the outcomes by providing peer to 
peer support and better trauma informed trainings. FYS members participated on a 
U.S. Senate Briefing to discuss this issue. They also had an opportunity to speak with 
Senator Nelson’s staff from Florida and share their stories.  
 
Dan Scott said, “my experience at the leaders for Change Conference in DC will be one 
that I will never forget. Seeing so many youth advocacy groups come together to 
support change in the foster care system was powerful and inspiring. I left knowing 
that Florida Youth SHINE isn't alone in this fight to make our system better.” FYS is 
grateful for our partnership with Foster Youth In Action for this amazing opportunity!  

 

Letter from the chair  
 
Hello FYS brothers and sisters,  
 
I just wanted to say thank you for 
the opportunity to serve as your 
chair during this upcoming year. FYS 
has become an important part of my 
life. It has been an honor to serve as 
a board member for the past 2 years 
and I look forward to being able to 
serve you all as chair.   
 
I look forward to working with the 
board and you all directly, to 
continue to ensure the mission of 
FYS and bring us closer together as a 
family. During this year, we (the 
board) will be supporting our 
fundraising chair, Jessica, with the 
idea to publish an art book full of 
short stories, drawings and poems 
that our youth would like to share. 
The theme of the book is foster 
care, success, resiliency, or anything 
you would like to share. As your 
chair, I am encouraging you all to 
share your art work and participate 
in this wonderful opportunity as a 
way to share your success and 
ability to overcome many different 
obstacles you may have dealt with. 
Please submit your work to our FYS 
Coordinator, Geori Berman.  
 
I encourage you all to reach out to 
your members and let us know if 
there is anything we can do to help 
support you or your local chapters 
during this year. We all look forward 
to serving you and seeing some of 
you at Children’s Week, which is in 
January this year.  
 
Your chair,  
Chelsea Bramblett  
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