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Letter from the ELN Chair 
marcus smith 

What started two years ago as a collection of 

young professionals looking to find their place in 

the housing field has evolved into a burgeoning 

movement that includes nonprofit developers, 

service providers, policy makers, and housing 

advocates.  
 

Founded with the mission to shape the future of housing and 

community development in Connecticut by engaging,             

cultivating and learning from the next generation of leaders, the  

Emerging Leaders Network continues to grow, to seek new ideas 

and new perspectives.    
 

In March, our Generations in Housing event brought together 

over 50 people from across the housing and community  

development spectrum to discuss the many challenges facing 

the next generation of leaders.  ELN hosted its first Brown Bag 

lunch event in July, featuring a presentation on the Partnership 

for Strong Communities' Housing Data profiles.  And at the      

Connecticut Housing Coalition's annual conference in            

September, ELN led a walking tour of Hartford's Front Street      

development. 
 

I want to extend a special thanks to all those who supported the 

Emerging Leaders Network thus far.  We have a lot on tap this 

year, including a follow up to our Generations in Housing 

event.  Also, we will be continuing our Brown Bag series with two 

events in the coming months.   
 

Finally, we are always looking for new voices to join in the       

conversation.  If you are interested in learning more about ELN or 

getting involved, let us know by emailing jenna@ct-housing.org 

or calling (860) 563-2943, ext. 16.  And be sure to stay in the loop 

by following us on Twitter @ct_emerging. 
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Housing Data Profiles Brown Bag Lunch 
In July, the Emerging Leaders Network held its first Brown Bag Lunch 

which coincided with the release of the 2015 Housing Data Profiles 

created by the Partnership for Strong Communities. The profiles, 

which are released every other year for all 169 municipalities in the 

state, provide information on each area’s housing market and 

conditions, population, income and age.  

The lunch began with David Fink, Policy Director at the Partnership,  

explaining each section of the housing data profiles and offering 

the audience various ways to utilize this tool in their work.  

Following the presentation, attendees had the opportunity to ask 

questions and comment on the profiles. To our excitement, a lively 

dialogue erupted surrounding the state of housing in Connecticut, 

our changing demographics and other information and resources 

that the thirty attendees, all from diverse sectors of the housing  

Industry, would like to have access to in order to do their work.  

Reimagining Downtown Hartford Workshop 
In September, we were excited to coordinate one of the many 

great breakout sessions at the Connecticut Housing Coalition’s  

annual conference. The mobile workshop, led first by Donald Poland 

of Goman+York and then by Jeremy Browning of Trio Properties,  

offered a walking tour of Hartford’s Front Street District.  

For the forty attendees, stops on the tour included the Hartford  

Convention Center, Front Street South Parking Garage, and Front 

Street Crossing. At each stop, Mr. Poland and the attendees  

discussed the history of the Front Street area, contemplated the 

|alternate futures proposed in the planning process, and debated 

who the development was serving and its success in doing so.  

At the last stop of the mobile workshop, Mr. Browning led attendees 

on a tour of the new Front Street Lofts. The Lofts, still under             

construction at the time of the mobile workshop, offer a mix of    

market-rate studio, one and two bedroom units over commercial 

space. Mr. Browning facilitated a valuable discussion on the          

demographics being served by downtown housing, and Trio’s       

success in the marketing and lease-up of its downtown portfolio.   
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Generations in Housing Forum  

Habitat for Humanity ReStore Volunteer Day 

In March, the Emerging Leaders Network hosted Generations in 

Housing. The event brought together key players in Connecticut’s 

housing and community development sectors, as well as state 

academics, for a frank panel discussion on exploring the missing 

links and gaps in recruiting, retaining, and engaging young  

professionals in this field.  

Both the panel, and open-ended, discussion provided useful  

insight into how to support future leaders today and how young 

professionals can develop the critical skills that will strengthen the 

housing field for tomorrow.  

Following the conversation, attendees participated in a lively 

speed-dating networking session. With the prompting of a bell 

every four minutes, attendees changed seats to speak to  

someone new, giving them the opportunity to gain a number of 

new professional contacts, obtain information and learn of  

additional resources available to them in the field.    

In November, a group of 10 individuals volunteered at the    

Hartford Area Habitat for Humanity ReStore, a nonprofit home 

improvement and donation center that sells new and gently 

used furniture, appliances, home accessories and building    

materials to the public at a fraction of the retail price. This 

group of 10 individuals did not know one another very well at 

first but by early afternoon, friendships were formed, laughter 

had been shared and hard work completed!  

 

Over the four hours spent volunteering, an entire box truck of  

5-10 pallets of nails, screws, bolts and other miscellaneous  

construction materials was unloaded and organized into two 

storage containers.  This work made a significant impact on the 

organization because this new, donated inventory was easily 

accessible to restock the store aisles. Further, the work  

contributed to Restore’s mission of building simple, decent and  

affordable housing in partnership with low–income families and 

community members throughout Hartford County.  



contactUS 
 

Have ideas, questions or want to get involved? Want more information or to 

get on our mailing list? Please contact Jenna Ferguson at                          

jenna@ct-housing.org or 860-563-2943, ext. 16.  

Supportive Housing  Brown Bag Lunch 

 

2016lookAHEAD 

We have plenty planned for 2016. If one of the events below catches your 

eye, and you would like to work on it with us, please reach out using the  

contact information below! 

We hope you will join us! 

Generations in Housing Follow-Up Discussion 

Bridgeport Connecticut Housing Visit 

Historic Preservation Brown Bag Lunch 

2016 Connecticut Housing Coalition Conference Workshop 

Connecticut Volunteer Events  

Website: http://ct-housing.org/what-we-do/emerging-leaders-network/ 

Twitter: @ct_emerging 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6565835 


