[INSERT DATE]

The Honorable [INSERT SENATOR OR REPRESENTATIVE]
[INSERT OFFICE ADDRESS]
Washington, DC

RE: Direct Zika Funding to Tribal Communities 

Dear [INSERT SENATOR OR REPRESENTATIVE]:

On behalf of [INSERT NAME OF TRIBE OR ORGANIZATION] I write to urge you to move quickly on supporting emergency supplemental funding for Zika virus mitigation efforts at or near the President’s requested $1.9 billion, including dedicated and sustained funding streams, in parity with states and territories, for federally recognized Tribes. Tribes must be made directly eligible for grants and sources of funding to establish locally managed vector control programs and disease prevention efforts in order to launch truly robust and effective mitigation efforts to this public health crisis throughout the U.S.

Tribal nations are frequently left out of state or local emergency preparedness plans resulting in potentially life-threatening gaps in coverage during times of public health threats.  It is critical that at least a portion of the dollars appropriated flow directly to Tribal communities in regions at high risk for Zika. Taking steps to ensure that Tribes are equipped to mitigate the virus will help to ensure that the virus is fully contained within the United States in its entirety. American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) communities are already among the most at-risk for tick- and mosquito-borne diseases. This is demonstrable through the disproportionate impact Rocky Mountain spotted fever and West Nile virus have had on Tribal communities where AI/ANs experience higher exposure and infection rates than the general U.S. population. Additionally, the risk of new vector-borne diseases being introduced into Tribal communities on the U.S.-Mexico border is high. It is imperative that AI/ANs not be excluded from the basic public health protections afforded to all U.S. citizens.

It is critical that Congress approve funding quickly and that a portion of the dollars approved reach Tribes directly.  Many Indian reservations span across state boundaries and occupy land areas larger than many states.  Few, however, receive any funding support for public health crisis response from state governments. The federal government has a special trust responsibility to provide for the healthcare and public health services of AI/ANs, and emergency response to epidemics is well within this category. Also due to the federal trust responsibility, it is unacceptable that any funding approved for Zika response and prevention efforts be offset using any portion of the Indian Health Service budget – as it now stands in the House version of the Zika funding legislation (H.R. 5243). In the final package for Zika funding appropriations, I urge you to hold the Indian Health Service budget harmless from being used as a source of offset funding. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Without federally-supported infrastructure for prevention and response to the Zika virus in Indian Country, the impacts on American Indians and Alaska Natives could be devastating.  Furthermore, failure to fund Tribal nations and reservations could mean that large land areas of this country would be left out of mosquito surveillance and control, and therefore, could impede the United States’ efforts to eradicate the disease within our borders.   

In conclusion, we request that Congress appropriate at or near the $1.9 billion requested in supplemental emergency funding for Zika virus while holding the Indian Health Service budget harmless from being used as an offset and, furthermore, that federally recognized Tribes be made directly eligible for grants and funding streams for prevention and response efforts. 

Sincerely,


[INSERT NAME, SIGNATURE, AND TITLE]


