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Good afternoon. My name is Gail Coleman. I am President of ACCA, the Annandale Christian 

Community for Action. ACCA is a voluntary organization of 26 member churches that provides 

critical basic needs to low-income families in the Annandale, Lincolnia, Bailey’s Crossroads, 

and Culmore area. As you know, this area – located in Region 2 – contains some of the largest 

pockets of low-income individuals and families in the County.  

 

You will hear next from Maria Isabel Ballivian, the Executive Director of ACCA’s Child 

Development Center, concerning issues related to child development. I will address other human 

services issues of concern to ACCA. 

 

We appreciate the difficult task the Board of Supervisors faces as it addresses competing 

priorities with limited funds. We want to stress the critical importance of maintaining full 

funding for programs for the needy in the County. Although we have a relatively low poverty 

rate, there were still 64,000 persons living below the federal poverty level in 2013, including 

19,704 children -- an increase in the child poverty rate of 27% over the previous 5 years. The 

public assistance caseload in FY 2014 increased by 11%, to 91,000 cases per month. Similarly, 

ACCA continues to experience very high levels of referrals from the County for emergency food 

and housing assistance. We received an extraordinary increase in emergency food referrals 

beginning in the second half of FY 2014 and they are continuing at almost the same level. 

Similarly, our disbursements of emergency housing assistance in FY 2014 almost equaled our 
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FY 2009 assistance. These two years were by far the highest since FY 2005. And this year's pace 

is only slightly behind. We are concerned that even at the current tax level, important programs 

will need to be cut, and that further cuts if the tax rate were lowered would significantly harm the 

poor people in the County. 

 

ACCA would not be able to provide this assistance without its close working relationship with 

Coordinated Services Planning, which provides most of the referrals for the individuals and 

families whom we serve. In addition, the grants we receive from the Consolidated Community 

Funding Pool (CCFP) help to support our emergency financial assistance in payment of rent, 

utilities, and medicine; permit us to purchase fresh foods and other essential items that are not 

donated to our food pantry; and pay storage fees for the furniture donated to our furniture 

program.  

 

ACCA has the following specific comments on the budget recommendations: 

 

1. ACCA strongly supports the recommended contract rate increases for providers of human 

services, including especially nonprofits, and the staff increases to address the increasing public 

assistance caseload. 

 

2.  ACCA also strongly supports the recommendation to maintain the same level of CCFP 

funding, in accordance with the 2015 adopted budget plan, and to provide a 5% increase in 

General Fund resources for the next two-year cycle.  
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3. ACCA is very concerned about the elimination of the Rent Relief Program, which 

provides tax relief for the disabled and the elderly. This is a small program -- only $275,000 -- 

that could not significantly affect the budget. 

 

3. ACCA strongly supports full funding of the Housing Blueprint Project, which is funded 

by income from the County's Wedgewood Apartments project. The program will provide 

housing for homeless people and low-income working families, as well as funds for 

Affordable/Workforce housing. 

 

4. Finally, ACCA is concerned about the elimination of information technology positions in 

the County. Working with the County, we were the first CBO to develop an IT Tool that greatly 

facilitates case management of our family emergency assistance referrals. It is a high priority of 

ACCA to develop a similar tool for our emergency food and furniture programs. Our food 

program in particular has been experiencing high turnover and volunteer shortages that we 

believe would be eased with such a tool. We have been told, however, that even at existing 

staffing levels, it will likely be years before County staff can work with us on this project. 

 

We look forward to continuing our longstanding, productive partnership with the County, which 

enables us to accomplish more than we could separately to help the vulnerable people in our 

community.  

   

Thank you.  


