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When was the last time you saw a Burmese python 
slithering across a branch in Vermont?  How about a 
pink-kneed tarantula?  Maybe you’ve spotted a Nile 
crocodile swimming by while you were out for a 
paddle, or looked out your window to see a 
bearded dragon lizard crawling among the flowers 
in your backyard. No? 
 
If none of these experiences sound familiar to you, 
then you have Chad Barrett to thank.  Barrett has 
been a member of the Vermont Fish & Wildlife 
Department’s warden force since 2007 and is the 
department’s exotic species specialist. 
 
Barrett has handled all of these animals and 
countless others in his nine years with the 
department.  His work keeps these exotic species from being released in the wild in Vermont. 
The Florida Everglades provide a cautionary tale of the devastation that can occur when an 
exotic species is released in the wild – the great wetland complex is now overrun with invasive 
Burmese pythons that were released by overwhelmed pet owners.    
   
“We try to increase awareness among the public of the threat these animals can pose to 
Vermont’s wildlife and how dangerous certain exotic species can be to people,” said Barrett.  
He is a strong believer that some species can make good pets and others simply cannot, 
pointing to Vermont’s list of species that are legal to own and import as a resource for the 
public to use. Barrett works with department wildlife biologists to maintain this list, ensuring 
that species that present a threat to native ecosystems or to their owners do not enter the 
state.   
 
Barrett’s work also helps ensure that Vermonters don’t contribute to the decline of species in 
other parts of the world.  He enforces laws that prohibit people from capturing endangered 
parrots from Columbia or rare monkeys from Malaysia and shipping them to Vermont to serve 
as pets. 
 
“Our efforts also create a better life for the animals themselves because we work to educate 
pet owners that exotic species have specific living requirements that are very different than a 
dog or a cat,” said Barrett. “Many reptiles require constant heat and humidity, and can 

Warden Chad Barrett works with a team of handlers 
to remove a 20-foot reticulated python from a 
Rutland County home. 
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sometimes live for eighty years.  Some exotic birds can also live that long.  People need to know 
what they’re committing to when they buy an animal.”   
 
A native Vermonter who grew up in Riverton, Barrett has always been interested in strange 
animals. “I probably handled every species of reptile in the area when I was growing up,” he 
said. “I currently own a Brazilian rainbow boa, which I use as an ambassador when I give 
presentations to schools or at public events.”    
 
The biggest exotic species that Barrett has ever handled in his position with the department 
was a 20-foot, 230-pound female reticulated python that he helped remove from a home 
outside Rutland.  The snake is illegal to possess in Vermont and the owner was voluntarily 
relinquishing it. “That was probably the largest snake ever in the state of Vermont,” said 
Barrett.    
 
He and a team of five handlers also removed a smaller, 16-foot male reticulated python from 
the house that day. “The female was generally docile and cooperative but the male python 
struggled and made it clear he did not want to come with us,” he said. “It took us two attempts 
to remove him from the house.”   
 
Working with exotics is an exciting part of Barrett’s job, but it represents only a small part of his 
duties.  He also works to enforce the state’s fish and wildlife laws, checking hunting licenses, 
protecting Vermont’s fisheries from over-harvest, and ensuring that people don’t harass 
nesting bald eagles or steal state-threatened spiny softshell turtles out of the wild.  He and his 
fellow wardens provide backup for other law enforcement agencies, search the backcountry for 
missing hikers, and enforce Vermont’s boating, snowmobile, and ATV laws.  They help stock fish 
in the spring, protect residents from rabid animals the summer, chase deer poachers in the fall, 
and work with biologists to collect data from denning bears in the winter. 
 
In light of this myriad of duties, Barrett still believes that public outreach the most important 
part of any warden’s job.  “We act as the front line of the department,” he said.   “We are the 
people the public sees out in the field and we are asked a lot of questions.”  And Barrett enjoys 
working with people, pointing out that one of the best parts of his job are the opportunities to 
team up with his fellow wardens from neighboring districts.   
 
Members of the public who are interested in conserving wildlife and nature are what motivates 
Barrett. “I’ve always felt that the outdoors and all its wonders need to be enjoyed by all. These 
resources need to be protected for that to happen and that effort is something that I want to 
be a part of,” he said. 
 
Barrett is living out his childhood dream working as a warden.  “I’ve wanted to be a warden 
since I was fourteen years old. I did a ride-along with a field warden, David LeCours, who 
recently retired as the Colonel. He was a great mentor to me,” said Barrett.  “Now, I get to go 
out every day and do what I love. It often doesn’t even feel like work. This is the best job in the 
world.” 


