MERCEDES PUTTING RESCUE BAR CODE INFORMATION ON CARS
Do you know where your car's rescue sheet is? Do you even know what it is? Don't worry,
Mercedes has got you covered. Germany's Daimler is putting high-tech barcodes onto its Mercedes cars
from September to help emergency responders rescue accident victims, meaning they no longer have to
waste time looking for printed instructions.
EMS personnel and firefighters will be able to use their smartphones to read the black-and-white
QR codes to find the best way to rescue injured people from the damaged cars. Daimler says that after a
quick scan, the QR codes will direct them to detailed rescue plans, including information about the best
way to pry the vehicle apart. Rescue sheets are available from some automakers, but hard copies are
sometimes difficult to spot inside a damaged car in an emergency if there at all.
Daimler called the QR innovation "small yet effective," and opted against patenting the idea so
that all automakers could start using the system. The QR codes will be placed inside the fuel tank flaps
and on the other side of the vehicles on the B pillar between the front and back doors. "It seldom occurs
that both these parts are badly damaged at the same time in an accident, and they are furthermore easily
accessible from the outside," Daimler said.
QR codes were originally developed in Japan for the auto industry, but are now used globally for
marketing, sales, product tracking and document management, among other applications.

Putting the QR stickers in cars may end up being an
intermediate step as the European Commission plans to
develop eCall, a service that automatically calls an
emergency number in the event of an accident, by 2015. North American drivers may already be familiar
with a similar feature through OnStar, a service installed in some vehicles made by General Motors.

