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BACKGROUND
One   in   three   youth   experience   some   form   of  
abuse   in   their   dating   relationships,   yet   many  
victim  service  agencies  throughout  the  country  
do   not   meet   the   needs   of   youth   survivors   of  
abuse.   There   is   little   information   about   the  
provision   and   accessibility   of   services   for  
youth   nationally,   and   even   less   information  
about  those  services  in  rural  areas.  This  report  
compares   the   current   state   of   dating   abuse  
services   for   youth   in   the   rural   United   States  
with  services  in  urban  areas  in  order  to  identify  
areas  of  need  for  technical  assistance  and  the  
development  of  new  programs.

METHODOLOGY
In   the  summer  of  2012   the  National  Domestic  
Violence   Hotline   and   Break   the   Cycle  
conducted   a   national   survey   of   victim   service  
providers.   The   survey   was   sent   to   over   one  
thousand   agencies   and   collected   information  
on  available  dating  abuse-­related  services   for  
youth.  This  report  looks  at  the  1,030  responding  
agencies   from   the  United  States,   all   of  which  
vary  in  geography,  size,  scope  of  services,  and  
amount  and  type  of  funding.  Each  agency  offers  
some  type  of  victim  services,  although  for  many  
this   is  not   their  primary  or  sole  mission.  Youth  

is   further   broken  down   into   two   categories  as  

respondents  were  not  asked  to  self-­identify  as  

follows   as   closely   as   possible   the   guidelines  

Women   rural   grant   solicitation.   These   OVW  
guidelines  defer   to   the  Health  Resources  and  
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rural,   non-­rural,   or   partially   rural.   Responding  

and  non-­rural  counties  are  referred  to  as  urban  
throughout  the  report.  The  remaining  agencies  
in  partially  rural  counties  could  not  comply  with  

town  and  zip  code.  Town  and  zip  codes  were  
matched   to   census   tract   numbers   with   Texas  
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census  tract  number  as  rural  or  urban  with  the  

Rural   Health   Care   Eligibility   search3.   Rural  

factors,   including   population   numbers   and  
density,  and  as  a  dichotomy  do  not  necessarily  

areas.  
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CLIENT  DEMOGRAPHICS4  

TYPES  OF  SERVICES  AVAILABLE ACCESSIBILITY  OF  SERVICES  

      services.    

DESIRE  FOR  TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE
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IDENTIFY   CAUSES   FOR   LACK   OF   YOUTH  
CLIENTS

EXPAND   PROGRAMMING   TO   SPECIFIC  
POPULATIONS

.  
  

SUPPORT  STAFF  TRAINING

EDUCATE   ABOUT   PARENTAL   CONSENT  
AND  CONFIDENTIALITY

no   distinction   in   the   survey   whether   these  

education  on  the  topic.
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