


Ken Sparks
Ken Sparks is the winningest active 
head coach in the country with 325 
wins, 89 loss and two ties.  Sparks 
passed legendary Alabama head 
coach Bear Bryant with a win on 
homecoming in 2014 over North 
Greenville.

A native of Knoxville, Tenn., 
Sparks began his coaching 
career at Gibbs High School in 
Knoxville, restarting the football 
program with a winning season. 
Later he would serve as offensive 
coordinator for then-Carson-
Newman head coach Dal Shealy 
and oversee the track program. 
With Sparks running the offense, 
the 1972 Eagles advanced to their 
first-ever NAIA Champion Bowl, 
falling to East Texas State. After 
three seasons, Sparks was asked 
to take command of the Carson-
Newman football program.

He is reluctant to shine the 
spotlight on himself and his 
accomplishments. Sparks would 
instead rather be measured by his 
impact in the lives of the young 
men and coaches who’ve been a 
part of his Carson-Newman family.
In 2013 he was presented the 
Uncommon Award by former 
NFL coach Tony Dungy 
for “uncommon leadership 
through character and faith.” 
Sparks has called the Uncommon 
Award one of the most meaningful 
of his career along with the lifetime 
achievement award from the FCA 
because of what they stand for.

Ken Sparks
Ken Sparks is the winningest active 
head coach in the country with 325 
wins, 89 loss and two ties.  Sparks 
passed legendary Alabama head 
coach Bear Bryant with a win on 
homecoming in 2014 over North 
Greenville.

A native of Knoxville, Tenn., 
Sparks began his coaching 
career at Gibbs High School in 
Knoxville, restarting the football 
program with a winning season. 
Later he would serve as offensive 
coordinator for then-Carson-
Newman head coach Dal Shealy 
and oversee the track program. 
With Sparks running the offense, 
the 1972 Eagles advanced to their 
first-ever NAIA Champion Bowl, 
falling to East Texas State. After 
three seasons, Sparks was asked 
to take command of the Carson-
Newman football program.

He is reluctant to shine the 
spotlight on himself and his 
accomplishments. Sparks would 
instead rather be measured by his 
impact in the lives of the young 
men and coaches who’ve been a 
part of his Carson-Newman family.
In 2013 he was presented the 
Uncommon Award by former 
NFL coach Tony Dungy 
for “uncommon leadership 
through character and faith.” 
Sparks has called the Uncommon 
Award one of the most meaningful 
of his career along with the lifetime 
achievement award from the FCA 
because of what they stand for.


