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Acrylic Vs. Vinyl for Channel Letter Faces 

We fabricate hundreds of channel letter sets and we have a lot of experience at 
making your channel letter faces really stand out! One question that is often 
asked is if it’s better to use a custom acrylic or vinyl for the channel letter faces. 
To better understand which material is a better fit for your sign or your budget 
let’s take a look at some of the differences between the two.  

Acrylic 
An acrylic sign face can add a level of vibrancy that you can’t get with a layer of 
vinyl. However, when choosing an acrylic color be mindful that there are less 
than a dozen good options and out of those options 5 are commonly used. We 
offer 18 colors of translucent acrylic with 10 colors in-stock and 3 non-stock 
colors of opaque acrylic. Specific brands are available upon request. Click here 
to reference our selection of Acrylic. 
 
Vinyl 
The big difference with the custom translucent vinyl is that there are literally 
hundreds of color choices available. Our most popular vinyl we carry is the 
2500/2550 Cast Translucent from Arlon which features 63 standard colors and has a 7 
year durability rating. If designing for a national sign account or large corporate client 
and colors have to match a specific brand image custom translucent vinyl on the 
channel letters can really make your sign pop! Click here to reference our selection of 
vinyl.  

How do I choose the right material for my sign? 
We are happy to make suggestions about what materials are right for your project as 
there are quite a few factors that go into choosing the right sign materials. We will 
work with you to choose the best material and the best type of sign for your 
business. 

The most important questions that need answered are: What looks the best to you and what is your budget? 

Once those questions are answered, there are following questions such as: Is the sign needed for short term or 
long term? Will the sign be an indoor or outdoor sign? Will it be lit up at night? Is the sign in a high traffic area or 
an area? What does the background color need to be? 

Once these questions are answered you can move on with your sign project. As always we are here to help with 
any questions that you may have and you are welcome to call us at 800-544-6381. 
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