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AGOA Civil Society Organization Session 

of the   

14th U.S.-Africa Trade and Economic Cooperation Forum 
 AGOA at 15:  Civil Society Organizations Working to Chart a Course for 

Sustainable U.S.-Africa Trade and Investment Partnership 
August 24-27, 2015 

                                                                      Libreville, Gabon                 (Draft as of July 23, 2015) 
MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 2015 

9:am- 5:00 pm  Hotel Check-In/ Registration  Advance Registration (Badge Pick-up) Hotel Lobby 

   

2:00 pm -3:30 pm AGOA:  Annual Country Review for Eligibility Compliance 
SEC. 105. MONITORING AND REVIEW OF  ELIGIBILITY 

WORKSHOP I 

During this workshop, U.S.  and in country agencies responsible for annual 
compliance reviews will provide participants with pertinent information 
regarding the annual eligibility compliance review process, including the 
importance of having a country strategic plan, Rule of law; market based 
economy; protection of property rights, protection of internationally 
recognized worker’s rights; intellectual property rights; and how the report 
on eligibility compliance is compiled and sent to Congress by the White 
House. Additionally CSOs will be taken through the compliance process, and 
will discover early intervention techniques to avoid removal from the list of 
AGOA eligible countries. 

Conference 
Center  
Libreville 

4:00 pm -5:30 pm  Trade Facilitation, and Transportation Linkages:  
Vehicles for Enhancing Competitiveness 

WORKSHOP II 
 

To maximize AGOA's effectiveness we must address trade facilitation 
related procedures, not just provide preferential trade conditions.  Trade 
Facilitation best practices including the integration of technology, capacity 
building, and legal and regulatory reform should be implemented to 
promote the smooth flow of goods and services as well as further regional 
integration.  
 
This workshop will underscore a number of the trade facilitation, and 
transportation gaps on the supply side, and discuss regional and continental 
integration approaches in providing sustainable solutions for enhancing 
competitiveness on the continent. 
 
 
OPENING EXHIBIT FLOOR 

Conference 
Center  
Libreville 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST  25,  2015 

 7:30 am –  8:00 am Registration and Continental Breakfast  Conference 
Center  
Libreville 

 

 8:00 am – 9:15 am JOINT OPENING CEREMONY 
Civil Society Organizations, Private Sector , AWEP 

Conference 
Center  
Libreville Welcome and Introduction:  Master of Ceremony/Chair 

                                                   

Speakers: 
Remarks:  AGOA CSO NETWORK SECRETARIAT 
                    Civil Society Host  
                    Private Sector 
                    AWEP 
 Welcome and Remarks: Host Country Government. 
                                              U.S. Government Head of Delegation 
                                              U.S. Congressional Delegation 
 Vote of Thanks                                               

END OF OPENING CEREMONY 

 

 

 

   

9:30 am -10:45 am PANEL  I:   AGOA Extension and Enhancement Act of 2015: 
OPPORTUNITIES &  CHALLENGES 

Conference 
Center 
Libreville The AGOA Extension and Enhancement Act of 2015, HR 1295 was introduced 

in both Houses of Congress on April 16, 2015. The Bill recently passed by 
Congress, and signed into law by President Barak Obama, extends AGOA and 
AGOA’s Third Country Fabric Provision to 2025. This is the longest 
authorization since AGOA became law in 2000. 

This panel of experts will discuss the nuts and bolts, and the opportunities 
and challenges that the AGOA Extension and Enhancement (AEE) Act of 2015 
presents, as well as, AEE’s expected effect on US- Africa Commercial 
relations.   In addition, the panelists will highlight the Act’s new provisions, 
particularly,  improved  rules of origin;  eligibility review; agriculture and 
women and the resources that are provided within the Act for capacity 
building, trade facilitation and civil society empowerment. 
Moderator: 

Panelists: 

1. 
2. 
3. 

Q&A 
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11:00 am –12:15 pm 

 
PANEL II:  Textiles and Apparel   

OPTIMIZING THIRD COUNTRY FABRIC PROVISION   

 
Conference 

Center 
Libreville The AGOA apparel program has been one of AGOA’s foremost success 

stories; having created more than 300,000 new direct jobs and more than 
one million indirect jobs in supporting sectors.  The benefits of apparel trade 
with the United States are spread among 12 AGOA beneficiaries.  With the 
extension of AGOA and third fabric provisions for 10 years, the longest 
extension, ever, the textile and apparel sector is expected to thrive and 
trade volume is expected to increase, significantly, attracting user friendly 
foreign and domestic investment to the sector.  This panel will focus on the 
opportunities and challenges in the textile and apparel sector over the next 
decade in areas of vertical and horizontal integration and regional 
production and distribution approaches. 

Moderator:    

Presenters: 

1.  

2. 

3. 

Q&A 

11:00 am- 12:15 pm   “ Doing Business in America  and Africa“ Workshop  and Business  to Business Networking Session 
Module A  

This workshop will provide training on  how to develop a  road map for exporting  for  AWEP members  and other small 
and medium firms, required standards, packaging, labeling;  available technical assistance; consumer protection, and 
financing for SME’s. 
                                           

                                                                                           

                                                   Facilitators: 
                                                                            1 
                                                                            2 
                                                                            3 
                                                                            4 

 

 

 

12:30 pm – 1:45 pm LUNCHEON Conference 
Center 

Libreville 
Master of Ceremony: 

Luncheon Speakers:  

1.  US  Legislator 
2.  African  Legislator 

 

2:00 pm -3:15 pm  PANEL III:   
Strengthening  Micro Small  Medium Enterprise Value Chain    

 
The AGOA objective to promote export led economic development has been 
limited, and countries are not taking full advantage of AGOA benefits. Most 

Conference 
Center 

Libreville 
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of the AGOA-eligible non -oil firms are micro, small and medium sized 
enterprises (MSME’s) and Small Holder Farmers. Many however, remain 
inefficient and constrained in their productive capacities due to lack of skills, 
capacity and other restraints. This panel will provide information on 
solutions and opportunities from  AGOA Extended and Enhanced  Act of 
2015 

 

Moderator:   

 

 Panelists: 

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

Q&A 

3:30 pm -4:45 pm    “Doing Business in America and Africa  “Workshop and Business to Business Networking  Session 
Module B 
This workshop will provide training on  how to develop a  road map for exporting  for  AWEP members  and other small 
and medium firms, required standards, packaging, labeling;  available technical assistance; consumer protection, and 
financing for SME’s. 
                                   
                                                           Facilitators: 
                                                                                   1. 
                                                                                   2. 
                                                                                   3. 
                                                                                   4.   
                                                        

 

 

 
 
3:30 pm –4:45 pm 

 
PANEL IV:   

Mentoring and Leadership Development for  Women and for Young  
Entrepreneurs: 

This Panel will address the importance of mentoring and leadership for 
women and young entrepreneurs in successful implementation of AGOA 
Extension and Enhancement Act of 2015.   
 

Conference 
Center 

Libreville 

 

Moderator:   

 

Opening Remarks:  

Panelists: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Q&A 
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5:00 pm – 6:30 pm                          PANEL V:  Recommendations Review and Communiqué drafting 
During this panel, members will review the draft recommendation and communique from the secretariat for adoption to 
be followed immediately by a press conference. 
       

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2015   
8:00 am – 9:00 am Registration and Continental Breakfast & EXHIBIT FLOOR OPENS Conference 

Center 
 Libreville 

9:00 am – 10:45 am Ministerial Opening Ceremony   

Ministerial Readout 

CSO Readout  

Private Sector Readout 
AWEP Readout 

 

 

10:45 am -12:30 pm 
 
 
 

PANEL VI:  
 Secretariat planned post forum in- country consultations on 
recommendations from the 2015 Forum. 
 
The secretariat will present a list of post forum activities and events to 
achieve the recommendation from the forum in collaboration with country 
chapters.   
 

Conference 
Center 

Libreville 

Moderator: 

Rapporteur: 

 

12:45 pm – 2:00 pm 
 
 
 

Lunch  

Luncheon Speaker(s) 

 

2:15 pm- 5:00 pm   “Doing Business in America and Africa” Workshop and Business to 
Business Networking Session Module C:  This workshop will provide 
training on  how to develop a  road map for exporting  for  AWEP members  
and other small and medium firms, required standards, packaging, labeling;  
available technical assistance; consumer protection, and financing for 
SME’s. 
                  Facilitators: 
                                               1. 
                                               2. 
                                               3. 
                                               4. 

 

2:15 pm -5:00 pm Site Visits  
Site visit for members interested in attending 
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6:00 pm                                                                  EXHIBIT FLOOR CLOSES 

 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 2015 
8:00 am -9:00 am Continental Breakfast  / Exhibit Floor OPENS 

 
 

Conference 
Center 

Libreville 

12:15 pm -5:00 pm  Attend Open Ministerial Panels  
 
 

 

12:15 pm –4:00 pm  “ Doing Business in America and Africa”  Workshop and,  Business to Business Networking Session 
Module B 
 This workshop will provide training on  how to develop a  road map for exporting  for  AWEP members  and other small 
and medium firms, required standards, packaging, labeling;  available technical assistance; consumer protection, and 
financing for SME’s. 
                                                             Facilitators: 
                                                                                     1. 
                                                                                     2. 
                                                                                     3. 
                                                                                     4. 
 
4:00 -4:45 pm                      Closing Ceremony 
 
5:15-7:00 pm                       Closing Reception  
 
 
Find more information or register to participate in the Forum at: http//agoa.ga 
 

 CSO Departures Hotel  

 

 


