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Tredyffrin/Easttown Middle School 
			801 Conestoga Road | Berwyn, PA 19312 | 610-240-1200


February 2016

Dear Seventh Grade Parents/Guardians:
	
We are currently developing plans for T/EMS’ 7th grade trip to Williamsburg, Virginia on June 1st-3rd, 2016.  The goal of the trip is to offer a well-balanced program of fun, learning, and social development.  This year’s trip will be coordinated by Ms. Wilson.

Your son/daughter will have a journal to keep while on the trip.  The journal relates to each part of the trip, with the main emphasis being on Colonial Williamsburg.  Class time will be spent on the journal before we leave, and it will be graded by the teachers upon the students’ return.

In order to streamline communication and paperwork to you, all forms that need to be submitted to attend the trip are available online.  See the school website at www.tesd.net/tems.  There will be a link on the homepage for TEMS or you can click on links to Teacher Pages, Ms. Wilson’s website and then Williamsburg Trip.  The permission form and the academic requirements form are due to Ms. Wilson in room 221 by Thursday, February 25th.  The indemnity form is due Thursday March 10th. Additional forms (health form, roommate sign up form, and bus seat form) will be due later in the school year and will also be available online under Ms. Wilson’s website.  If you have difficulty getting these forms or do not have internet access, please see Ms. Wilson and she will get you a paper copy of all forms needed.  You will also find other important information, such as due date reminders and a copy of this letter, on the website.

The cost of the trip is $360.00.  This amount, in cash or check made out to TEMS, is payable either in full or in three installments.  The first installment is due March 10th in the amount of $120.00.  The second installment of $120.00 is due on April 7th.  The third installment of $120.00 is due May 5th.  Students will need cash ($50.00 is recommended) once on the road for non-furnished meals (as indicated) and for personal purchases.  We will endeavor to make it a very memorable and rewarding experience so please contact the guidance counselor with any financial concerns.

In addition, the school board policy on Release Indemnity Agreement is required.  Please read the information carefully.  The form must be completed, signed (by one or both parents, depending on guardianship), notarized, and returned by March 10th.  If the form is not complete, your child will not be able to participate.  Please note, if a child lives with both parents, both signatures are required.  One parent may sign the form at home but the other parent must bring the form to the main office and sign his/her name in the presence of a school employee.  The other option is that both parents may take the form to a notary and have it notarized.  The form must be returned by Thursday, March 10th, 2016.

You need to be aware of the T/EMS discipline and academic guidelines regarding the Williamsburg trip.  These guidelines are strictly enforced.  Students earn the right to participate on this field trip by their cooperation and behavior during the course of the school year.  As delineated in the student handbook, any student who accumulates 16 demerits will lead to his/her exclusion from the Williamsburg trip.  In addition, any unsafe, unpredictable, or disrespectful behavior during the school year will be considered sufficient reason for restriction from participation.
  
In addition, the students are responsible to keep up their academic school work.  A student will become ineligible for the trip if he/she is failing any core subject (Reading, Math, Science, Social Studies, English, and World Language) with less than an average of 60% for the year.  Students who are failing or in danger of failing a core subject for the year and their parents will be notified no later than April 15th, 2016.  The student will meet with the guidance counselor and teacher to discuss the situation.  The student will again be notified by May 6th of the status of their grades and the student will have the subsequent three weeks, May 9-27th, to raise their grade(s) to passing.  During this time the teacher will be in contact with the parents of any student who has a failing grade.  This ensures that all parties are aware of any updates to their eligibility status.  If the student is unable to raise the failing grade(s) to passing, with an average above 60%, by Friday, May 27th, he/she will be ineligible for the trip, regardless of academic performance subsequent to the deadline.

[bookmark: _GoBack]During the length of the trip all school rules and district policies apply, especially the following: The possession and/or use of tobacco, illegal and/or controlled substances or look-alike substances, and weapons by students is strictly prohibited within all of the buildings owned by the District, on school grounds, in school vehicles and/or while participating in school-sponsored activities on or off school premises per District Policy numbers 5405, 5410, and 5411. TE District Policies can be accessed through the District website at www.tesd.net as well as through the TEMS Student/Parent Handbook. Students were reminded of these policies during administrative school assemblies.  If, during our 3 day visit, your child is caught breaking one of these rules, you will be called and required to come pick up your child.  The necessary disciplinary action will follow upon return to school on Monday, June 6, 2016.

Due to liability concerns and potential problems with cell phones and camera phones, they will not be permitted on the trip. An administrator will have a cell phone and will be in constant contact with the school. Cell phones will be confiscated and returned to the parents at the end of the trip. Parents may contact students in their rooms through the hotel phone extension. The TEMS Activities hotline (610-240-1218) will be updated with information regularly during the trip.

If for any reason, academic, disciplinary, or personal, your son/daughter cannot attend the trip, your money will be refunded except for the cost of the bus.  The price of the bus has been computed on a cost per seat basis.  Students not attending the Williamsburg trip for academic, disciplinary, or personal reasons should attend school and will be given alternative assignments.  Tredyffrin-Easttown School District will not be responsible for unrefunded monetary deposits lost due to cancellation of this trip for any reason.

Thank you for your support and cooperation.  I am looking forward to a great trip!


Sincerely,



Ms. Wendi Wilson 
Trip Coordinator
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