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What We Do More Than 85 Years of Generating Growth 



What We Do Site Selection: Process of Elimination 

Talent Availability or Cost 
Process of elimination (Barriers to success) 

Regulatory 
Environmental (air, water, permitting) 
Financial 

Natural disaster threats 
Business environment 

Taxes 
Permitting 
Cost of living/cost of doing business 
Workforce availability 

Accessibility (air, highway, rail, port) 
Real Estate Options 

Sites/buildings 
Infrastructure 

Source: CBRE, Jonathan Sangster 
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U.S. Macro Economic Trends   Return of Confidence 

Real GDP: 
2012 (  

2013: (

2014:   

2015: 

2016: 

Slowing 
Emerging 
Markets 

Monetary 
Response Dollar Geopolitical 

Threats Oil Prices 



U.S. Macro Job Numbers Booming 

Source:  Moody’s Economy.com,  March 2014 
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U.S. Macro Job Numbers Booming 

Source:  Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, March 2015 



U.S. Macro UE Rate Decreasing (5.5 % March 2015) 

Source:  Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, March 2015 



U.S. Macro UE Rate Decreasing (5.5 % March 2015) 

Source:  Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, March 2015 



The Georgia Economy  Ready for Take Off 

Positive growth began in 
2011(1.6%), 3 % by 2015 

Unemployment rate 
continues to drop over the 
next 4 years – down to 6% 
by 2016 – ATL 
 (GA-6.4%) 

 
•Transp/util (5.9 %) 
•Professional & Bus Serv.  (5%) 
•Information (2 %) 
•Leisure & Hospitality (6.2) 
•Construction (4%) 
•Trade (3.5%) 
•Education and Health Services 
(3.6%) 
•Finance (2.6%) 

 

 
• Growth in information 

tech / business services 
industries 

• Construction rebounding 
• Continued growth of 

trans equip 
manufacturing 

• Port Harbor deepening 
(2017) 

Source: Moody’s Analytics (industry , 3 mo-moving avg March 2015) 



Georgia 

51,800 80,600 82,600 85,500 81,100 

51,800 81,300 122,000 124,300 83,100 

53,500 78,500 79,900 N/A N/A 

Unemployment Rate 9.0% 8.2% 7.5% 7.1% 6.4% 5.9% 

 
Atlanta 

 

41,700 57,500 54,800 58,400 57,400 

41,700 57,500 55,700 72,000 65,800 

43,900 61,100 57,900 N/A N/A 

Unemployment Rate 8.8% 7.9% 6.9% 7.3% 6.0% 5.2% 

GSU 

Moody’s 

GSU 

Moody’s 

Source: Forecasts as of  April 2015 (Feb 2015– GSU); Moody’s Analytics- Nov Precise, 2014 Forecast; UGA- Dec 2014) 
* Full employment indicates an unemployment rate under 6 %. 

Improving Economy … 
Heading toward healthy expanding jobs forecast (full employment* by 2016/2017) 

Competing Forecasts - Georgia and Atlanta 

UGA 

UGA 
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 1990-2014 nonfarm employment annual net change, not seasonally adjusted 

METRO ATLANTA (MSA)   JOBS – NET CHANGE 

                 NONFARM EMPLOYMENT 



State or 
metropolitan area 

Change in employment 
 2013-2014 

California 461,800 

Texas 343,300 

Florida 242,000 

  New York City 172,200 

New York 143,300 

  Los Angeles 133,100 

Georgia 120,200 

  Dallas 110,000 

  Houston 97,500 

  Atlanta 88,200 

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, April 2015 



Georgia  Housing is Back 

 
Inventory supply down*  
March 2014  - March 2015 

Median Sales Price 
March 2014 -  March 2015 

Source: Georgia Realtors Association, March 2015 

*monthly supply of inventory 



U.S. Macro Office and Industrial Absorption 

Source: Cassidy Turley 

7th highest in industrial construction 



U.S. Macro Multi-Family Under Construction Q2 2014 

Source: Cassidy Turley 
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Economic Development Trends How are we doing? 

2008 85 $1.8 8,404 

2009 78 $2.0  10,429 

2010 88 $2.6 11,042 

2011 80 $2.4 10,231 

2012 83 $3.3 11,843 

2013 78 $2.9 18,532 

2014 81 $2.1 16,575 

2015 YTD 21 $.5 4,009 

 As of April 24, 2015 



Trinity Rail         800 

Surya                    450 

Beaulieu Intl’    350 

Aquafil USA      100 

Chime Solutions  1,120 

Fiserv                          500 

Halyard Health        200 

Keurig 

Green Mountain   550 

Project Job Creation by City – New and Expansions 

Gulfstream   

 200 

1888 Mills  300 

Audia     200 

Acuity Brands  550 

Worldpay expansion-        600 

ATL Center for Medical Res.  300 

Ivy Linen Services                     150 

Total Quality Logistics              75 

Wal-Mart DC 

400 

Facet  

Technologies  214 

Unisys Call Ctr. 700 

Royal DSM Plastics 



Project Job Creation by City – New and Expansions 

Mercedes-Benz  USA  800 

Veritiv     50 

Kaiser Permanente             900 

Hexaware                             400 

Applied Systems –Exp.       150 

Varian Medical Systems    100 

Oksystem                                30 

Creative Approach                30 
 

Tyson Foods 



Atlanta Highlights  2014-2019 Population Growth by Zip Code 

Source: ESRI, 2013 

30336 Atlanta/W Atlanta/Fulton Ind. 16.9% 
30363 Atlanta 16.4% 
30312 Atlanta/Downtown 15.5% 
30040 Cumming 14.8% 
30041 Cumming 14.3% 
30028 Cumming 13.1% 
30213 Fairburn 12.1% 
30004 Alpharetta 11.9% 

Source: ESRI, 2013 

5.8%  
3.6% 



Source: ESRI, 2013 

Map Examples Population 25+: Bachelor’s Degree or More by Zip Code 

 
34.9% 

28.4% 

30306   Atlanta/Morningside 78% 
30326   Brookhaven 78% 
30327   Sandy Springs 78% 
30305   Atlanta/Buckhead 75% 

30307   Atlanta/Druid Hills/Candler Park 74% 
30309   Atlanta/Midtown 74% 

30338   Dunwoody/Sandy Springs 71% 
30005   Alpharetta/Johns Creek 70% 
30328   Sandy Springs 67% 



Map Examples Median Age by Zip Code  

Source: ESRI, 2013 

35.4 
37.6 

30322   Atlanta/Emory/Druid Hills 19.4 
30313   Atlanta/Downtown 23.0 
30303   Atlanta/Downtown 25.8 
30314   Atlanta/Midtown 26.6 
30363   Atlanta/Midtown 28.3 
30093   Norcross 28.6 
30318   Atlanta/Downtown 29.4 
30021   Clarkston 29.7 
30117   Carrollton 29.7 
30291   Union City 30.7 



Map Examples Fastest Growing, Most Educated and Youngest Zip Codes in Metro Atlanta 

30309 Atlanta/Midtown 9.82% 74% 34.3 

30363 Atlanta/Atlantic Station 16.38% 66% 28.3 

30339 Sandy Springs/Vinings 6.15% 66% 32.2 

30319 Atlanta/Brookhaven 5.26% 65% 35.0 

30342 Atlanta/North 
Buckhead/South of I-285 

11.33% 63% 33.8 

30324 Atlanta/Piedmont 
Heights/Lindbergh/Pine Hills 

7.69% 62% 32.9 

30308 Atlanta/Midtown 9.12% 61% 33.0 

30350 Atlanta/GA 400/Roswell 7.82% 52% 34.2 

30092 Norcross/Peachtree Corners 7.62% 52% 35.0 

30080 Smyrna 5.29% 52% 33.4 

30312 Atlanta/Downtown 15.50% 48% 33.1 

30329 Atlanta/Buford Highway 6.59% 48% 31.3 

30303 Atlanta/Downtown 11.46% 43% 25.8 

30318 Atlanta/Downtown 8.61% 42% 29.4 

Atlanta MSA 5.8% 34.9% 35.4 

USA 3.6% 28.4% 37.6 

*Sorted by bachelor’s degree or more 
Source: ESRI, 2013 

Criteria 





GPC ED Projects – Non-Manufacturing Locations, 2014 

MFG 
7,244 
jobs 
 44% 

Non-
MFG 
9,331 
jobs 
56% 

TOTAL 
JOBS 

16,575 

Call 
Centers, 

1,880 
Data 

center, 5 

Headquart
ers, 4,905 

Other 
Office 

Operations, 
75 

R&D/Tech 
Services, 

450 Recycling, 
100 

Service 
Center, 150 

Warehouse
/ 

Distribution
, 1,766 

State Farm 
Expansion 



GPC ED Projects – Manufacturing Locations, 2014 

MFG 
7,244 jobs 

 44% 

Non-MFG 
9,331 jobs 

56% 

Apparel, 150 
Chemicals, 

65 

Electrical/A
ppliance 

Equipment, 
940 

Fabricated 
Metals, 415 

Food 
Products, 

848 
Misc. 

Manufacturi
ng, 364 
Paper, 225 

Plastics, 325 Stone/Clay/
Glass, 373 

Textiles, 
1,487 

Transportati
on Products, 

1,972 

Wood , 80 

TOTAL 
JOBS 

16,575 



GPC ED Projects – Manufacturing Locations,  2015 



GPC ED Projects – Non-Manufacturing Locations, 2015 



Source: Deloitte 
Consulting, Jeff Rossate 



Several Economic Factors are Strong 

• 2015-2016 forecasted at 3 - 3.5% growth 
• Auto & Retail Sales are Climbing 
• Housing market rebound is here/reflected in sales 
• Hiring up reflected in nonfarm employment growth 
• Real estate and construction rebound faster than expected 
• Pre-recession demographic trends returning 

 



Ripe for Economic Development 
 
• Georgia growth exceeding forecasts 
• Winning huge market share in large projects 
• Continued record-setting economic development job growth 
• Ports providing more opportunity to exceed growth 
• Re-shoring 

 



Competition is Fierce 

“Collaborate to Compete” 
– Bruce Katz, Brookings 

Jennifer Zeller, Manager of Research & Engineering Services, Georgia Power Community & 
Economic Development, Atlanta 
jzeller@southernco.com   404-506-2226 
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