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A project in Anniston, Alabama, was approved by the National Park Service for the 

twenty percent federal rehabilitation tax credit.    

 

The Liles Building, a contributing 

resource in the Downtown Anniston 

Historic District, is an eleven-story office 

building constructed in 1927 as 

Anniston’s first skyscraper.  

Luther Brooks Liles, an attorney 
educated at Yale and the University of 

Alabama, incorporated the Anniston 

Office Building company with several 

other prominent Anniston business 

leaders. Noted Birmingham architects 

Warren, Knight, & Davis were chosen to 

design the building. 

The Liles Building originally housed 

several retail and commercial businesses, 

but by 1947 the main level was 

completely remodeled and repurposed 

for use as the Commercial National 

Bank.  

 

 The Liles Building with original brick work 
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The structure was altered once again in 1975 with the addition of a metal-clad cap at the top of 
the building with metal panels covering most of the brick work.  

The current rehabilitation project sought to return the traditional qualities of the building by 

removing the metal cap and panels, and revealing the original brick. Also, finishes and features 

were installed at the cornice to create a more compatible cap. 

Investors in the project received a 20% tax credit for all eligible costs associated with the 

rehabilitation.   

 

The National Park Service oversees the Preservation Tax Incentive program jointly with the 

Internal Revenue Service (IRS). To qualify, the building has to be listed in the National Register, 

either individually or in a historic district. Additionally, the property must be used for income 

The Liles Building in 1975 with metal cap and 
panels. 

The Liles Building after current project returned it 
to its traditional qualities. 
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producing purposes. For more information concerning standards and guidelines please visit 

www.nps.gov  AND http://preserveala.org/taxcredits    

 

The Alabama Historical Commission manages the state program for the National Park Service.  

 

The Commission administers the federal restoration guidelines so the historic materials and 

look of the building remain.   

 

Renovating and reusing these historic buildings is a win-win situation for the owner and the 

community.   

 

To learn more about the tax incentive, visit www.preserveala.org/taxcredits or contact  Chloe 

Mercer at 334-230-2669/ chloe.mercer@preserveala.org.  

 

The Alabama Historical Commission, located in historic downtown Montgomery at 468 S. 

Perry Street, is the historic preservation agency for the State of Alabama. The agency was 

created by an act of the state legislature in 1966 with a mission of safeguarding Alabama's 

historic buildings and sites. The Commission is tasked with the acquisition and preservation of 

historic properties and educating the public about historic sites in Alabama. For more 

information please visit preserveala.org. 
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