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The First Federal Savings and Loan Association of Alabama and the Empire Parking Garage, two 

projects in Birmingham, Alabama, were approved for the twenty-percent federal rehabilitation 

tax credit program.  

 

Located in the Downtown Birmingham Historic District, these two buildings will be 

contributing resources once the pending update is officially approved by the National Park 

Service.   

 
The First Federal Savings & Loan 

Association, a three-story concrete 

building with glass and aluminum 

curtain wall, stands out as a modern 

building amongst nineteenth and 

early twentieth century brick and 

steel buildings in the historic 

district.   

The former bank building’s dramatic and 

open lobby and upper-level office space was 

perfectly suited to the dynamic needs of the 

advertising agency that invested in this 

building. 

 

Work for this project included restoring 

the monumental lobby and staircase with its 

aluminum and glass railing; restoring period features and finishes including terrazzo floors and 

stairwells, a three-piece cylindrical chandelier, polished stone accent walls, and exotic wood 

paneling; and constructing a low-scale rooftop pavilion and patio overlooking downtown 

Birmingham. 
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The Empire Parking Garage sits adjacent 

to the First Federal Savings & Loan 

Association. It was repaired and cleaned-

up for use as staff parking.  The space 

under the concrete ramp leading up to 

the second level is an exercise facility for 

staff, and the commercial space on 1st 

Avenue is refreshed and ready for a 

variety of uses.    
 

Investors in the project received a 20% 

tax credit for all eligible costs associated 

with the rehabilitation. 

The National Park Service oversees the 
Preservation Tax Incentive program jointly with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). To qualify, 

the building has to be listed in the National Register, either individually or in a historic district. 

Additionally, the property must be used for income-producing purposes. For more information 

concerning standards and guidelines please visit www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives.htm and 

http://preserveala.org/taxcredits.aspx?sm=i_b  

The Alabama Historical Commission manages the program for the National Park Service in the 

state of Alabama. The Commission administers the federal restoration guidelines so the historic 

materials and look of the building remain.  

Renovating and reusing these historic buildings is a win-win situation for the owner and the 
community. 

To learn more about the tax incentive, visit www.preserveala.org/taxcredits.aspx or contact 

Chloe Mercer at 334-230-2669/ chloe.mercer@preserveala.org. 

About the Alabama Historical Commission 
Located in historic downtown Montgomery at 468 S. Perry Street, the Alabama Historical Commission is the state 

historic preservation agency for Alabama. The agency was created by an act of the state legislature in 1966 with a 

mission of safeguarding Alabama’s historic buildings and sites. The Commission is tasked with the acquisition and 

preservation of historic properties and educating the public about historic sites in Alabama. For a complete list of 

properties owned and operated by the AHC, hours of operation, and admission fees please visit 

http://preserveala.org/  
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