
 

Let’s Share the Road Safely 
 

Last month in Currents, we introduced sharrows, the bright 

green pavement markings with the white bicycle and double 
arrows.  Sharrows are used to inform bicyclists and 

motorists they are sharing the road, identify preferred 
bicycle routes along low-speed, low-volume streets, and 
provide alternative routes around construction areas.   

 
Now that you know what sharrows look like and why they’re 

used, here’s some information about what bicyclists and 
motorists should do to safely share the road with each other. 
 

Bicyclists riding in a lane with motorists should: 
 

 Use the full lane, especially when sharrows are present. State law allows 
bicyclists to use the full lane, even if they are riding slower than the speed of 
traffic. Using the full lane creates a safer environment for bicyclists, 

particularly on narrower roads, because it allows motorists to safely pass 
them. For more details, check the 2014 Florida Driver’s Handbook 2014 

Florida Driver’s Handbook. 
 Always obey the rules of the road. Stop at stop signs and red lights, use 

hand signals for turning, and travel in the same direction as motorists. 

 Always use best safety practices. Put both hands on the handlebars, check 
behind you before changing lanes or moving within your lane, never wear 

headphones, never ride under the influence of drugs or alcohol, and always 
wear a helmet (if under 16 years of age, helmets are required by law).  

 

Motorists driving in a lane with bicyclists should: 
 

 Be on the lookout for bicyclists. If bicyclists are present, respect their right-
of-way and treat them as other “vehicles.” 

 Understand that bicyclists are allowed to use the full travel lane. 

 Give bicyclists a minimum of three feet of clearance.  
 Drive slowly when passing bicyclists, only pass them when it is safe to do so, 

and never follow them too closely.  
 Avoid honking your horn. This can startle bicyclists and create accidents. 

 Avoid using high beam headlights at night when a bicyclist is approaching. 
 Yield to bicyclists just as you would to any other vehicle. 

 

Sharrows are just one tool that help educate people about safely sharing our 
streets. Fort Lauderdale understands that bike safety is important to our neighbors, 

as it was one of the top priorities identified in the 2014 Neighbor Survey.  To that 
end, the City continues to work on developing additional educational materials and 
implementing improvement projects that will benefit everyone navigating our Streets.  

 
### 

http://www.flhsmv.gov/handbooks/englishdriverhandbook.pdf

