
 
 

Sea Turtle Season in Fort Lauderdale 
 

 
 
The Florida coast is the second most popular nesting area in the world for 
Loggerhead Turtles.  Nesting season in Broward County and on Fort 
Lauderdale's beaches begins in early March with Leatherbacks, followed by 
Loggerheads in April, and Greens in May and June.   
 
Females come up from the water to make their nests and deposit over 100 
eggs on average in the sand.  Approximately six to eight weeks later, the 
hatchlings make their way from their nests to the ocean using the reflection 
of the moon on the water as a guide.  Unfortunately, sea turtles can become 
disoriented by man-made light sources.   
 
Fort Lauderdale adopted a special ordinance to protect the endangered sea 
turtles and help them make it safely to the water without becoming 
disoriented.  The ordinance restricts the use of artificial lighting on the beach 
during turtle nesting and hatching season, from March 1 to October 31 each 
year.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The City also administers a Sea Turtle Nest Monitoring Program to protect 
the local turtle population and support local conservation efforts.  Through 
the program, staff works diligently to map sea turtle nests, set up protective 
barriers where necessary, post lighting guidelines and watch over hatchlings 
as they make their way to the water.  The City also maintains a rigorous 
cleaning initiative that includes daily raking to capture cigarette butts, plastic 
waste, and other debris that can be harmful to the turtles and other marine 
wildlife.   
 
Over the past six years, Fort Lauderdale’s Sea Turtle Nest Monitoring 
Program has been successful in increasing turtle nesting rates.  During the 
2014 season, 924 sea turtle nests were identified on Fort Lauderdale Beach 
and 36,792 hatchlings reached the ocean.  We appreciate our neighbor 
assistance in protecting these beautiful animals and avoiding nests and 
surrounding protective barriers on the shore.  We hope you visit our new 
sustainability portal when it is launched later this year to learn more about 
our citywide efforts to preserve and protect our community.  


