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Ann Storck Center is dedicated to serving children and adults with intellectual 
disabilities.  Ann Storck Center’s Fine Arts Program provides participants the 
opportunity to express creativity. The exceptional individuals that participate in the 
program are able to communicate through their art as well as demonstrate ability 
despite their cognitive and physical disabilities. We are proud to have the 
opportunity to promote the these individuals within Fort Lauderdale as an example 
of the inclusionary and supportive environment presented by the city, including 
past participation in the City of Fort Lauderdale’s Open Streets Festival. The 
collection displayed in the Fort Lauderdale City Hall is the culmination of many 
years of work from the talented artists and displays their various styles, from 
abstract to landscape to still-life. 
 
The Fine Arts Program is currently in its 21st year of operation at the Center and 
has delivered over 26,000 hours of art instruction! Fine Arts Director, Karin 
Batchelder, works with individuals to inspire a passion for art with this enormously 
beneficial practice. One-on-one sessions with the individuals facilitate creative 
expression and personal artistic interpretations from the very unique perspective of 
these adults with physical and intellectual disabilities. The ultimate goal is to expose 
the arts to a population who may not otherwise have access. 
 
Karin uses a variety of techniques and mediums depending on the project and the 
preference of the individual. Sessions can range from five to thirty minutes 
depending on the participant and their individual preference that day. At Ann Storck 
Center, the focus is on choice and that axiom translates to the art room as well.  
Art instruction sessions can use traditional mediums such as water color or acrylic 
paints on either paper or canvas. Other non-traditional mediums, including guitars 
and wheelchairs are used to create functional folk art.  
 
Many of the individuals who participate in art instruction experience a multitude of 
therapeutic benefits.  The program promotes communication and fine motor skills, 
creates a more productive atmosphere and frees artistic ability from disability. 
Everyone notices when Mindy S. or Linda C. are in their creative modes as they 
exude positivity and delight for the remainder of the day. These are the daily 
qualitative benefits that come from participating in the program.  
Some of the challenges working with this population derive from the physical 
limitations of movement. Karin works with many of these individuals using adaptive 
equipment to highlight their abilities and encourage achievement of personal goals. 
 
 



 
The Arts Program vigorously promotes and showcases the abilities of its program 
participants. Artwork has been showcased in local galleries and museums as well as 
in nationally recognized venues including the John McEnroe Gallery in New York and 
at California State University. 
 
Unfortunately, Ann Storck Center does not receive government funding for this 
integral component to enriching the lives of children and adults with intellectual 
disabilities. It is through donations, grants and the social enterprise, Empowered 
Creative Fine Art that we are able to continue to offer the arts program to this 
underserved population.  Empowered Creative Fine Arts licenses artwork from these 
individuals and reproduces them for sale to the general public.  The collection now 
features over 20 exceptional artworks from our participants, including Mindy S. and 
Linda C. who are both award winning artists. Whether for personal décor or as a gift, 
when you purchase artwork from Empowered Creative Fine Arts you receive 
exceptional artwork, demonstrate your commitment to community and receive a 
charitable contribution tax receipt. Customized artwork will energize your space and 
promote your social consciousness. Contact us today to schedule an appointment 
for pieces that are custom-tailored to your home or office.  
 

 


