
 

   

On June 9-11, 2016 we, Pan-African women of faith from Africa and the African diaspora, came 

together to deliberate on issues affecting women’s empowerment and the importance of our 

lifting our voices and votes to end hunger and poverty.  This ecumenical and intergenerational 

consultation was convened by Bread for the World, the World Council of Churches, and Howard 

University-Office of the Dean of the Chapel. 

This three-day consultation was based at Howard University with offsite events on Capitol Hill, 

Metropolitan African Methodist Episcopal Church, and significant historical sites of spiritual 

pilgrimage (World Council of Churches Spiritual Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace Initiative) 

reflecting the history and experiences of people of African descent, around the Washington 

D.C. area culminating in a day of deliberations and actions.  

The consultation concluded on June 12th, 2016 with 2 key messages that are at the heart of our 

efforts to end hunger and poverty.  

Globally, women and girls are disproportionately affected by hunger, malnutrition, 

violence and conflict.* 

 

Investments in a girl's education or a woman's capacity to improve her income benefits 

her family, her community, the economy and society as a whole.  

Some themes that emerged were: 



We are listening to and working in solidarity with women affected by hunger and 

poverty.  

We must engage gender and cultural diplomacy to enact change. We carry authority in 

our gender, culture and “simple acts of kindness.” 

Justice work must be balanced and wrapped in prophetic discernment and self-care. 

We need to create “alternative economies” to fund our efforts to live out our freedom.  

We have everything we need (not to get free) but be the free that we are. 

We need to cultivate the spiritual gift of listening to the voice of God heard and seen in 

our midst. 

 

We embrace the leadership of young people who are contributing to this 

intergenerational movement and where we are learning from them while serving as 

guides and advisors alongside of them.  

As Pan African women of faith, we must challenge and agitate oppressive institutional 

structures and social and cultural norms that perpetuate discrimination and place 

barriers in front of women and girls. 

 

We affirm the necessity of working in compassionate partnership to break the powers 

that hinder our goal to end hunger and poverty. 

We acknowledge that in order to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and the 

goal to end hunger by 2030 will require us to work differently in our diversity.  This also 

means strengthening local capacity and supporting local solutions. 

We also acknowledge that the UN Decade in Solidarity with People of African Descent 

offers a unique opportunity for us to come alongside the nations of the world in 

achieving our advocacy goals. 

Therefore, as these messages suggest, we must vote for people who are serious about our 

issues and hold our candidates and elected officials accountable. As people of faith we 

understand that lifting our voices and votes is part of our Christian stewardship. 

It is in light of this that we took the following actions during the consultation and proposed the 

following: 

1. We prayed and agreed to continue to pray for the end of hunger and poverty 



2. We visited our Members of Congress and spoke about the importance of legislation.  
3. We decided to conduct Bread for the World Offering of Letters in our faith communities.  

 

4. We have agreed to coordinate our strategies and actions for voter education, 
registration and turn-out, paying particular attention to disaffected voters. 

5. We shared the power of social media and other ways to reach potential voters and will 
do so in the future.  

6. We agreed to coordinate the education of our communities about the political process 
and how to hold our elected officials accountable.  

7. We agreed to share information about essential hunger and poverty issues in our 
communities such as mass incarceration, education, jobs, immigration and health care.  

8. We agreed to report back to each other on our progress. 

We pray that you will join Pan African Women of Faith in manifesting the beloved community. 
We implore you to advocate on behalf of the least of these. And we invite you to imagine and 
work for a world in which hunger and poverty are no more.  

*2015 Bread for the World Hunger Report: When Women Flourish…We Can End Hunger 


