
 

June 18, 2015 

Beloved in Christ Jesus: 

The signs and symptoms of personal, social and institutional brokenness continue to be rife in our midst. 

The murders at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina, are the 

latest breaking manifestation. Who knows how and where next it will show itself even before we sleep 

tonight. Lord have mercy upon us. 

Our (humanity's) continuing addiction to 

violence is undoing us and undermining our 

humanness, to speak nothing of our 

belovedness. We are slow learners. But God is 

in the business of making all things new. 

Addictions can be meaningfully addressed and 

we have all been witnesses to deliverance from 

all kinds of addiction. But first we must 

acknowledge and confess our "powerlessness" 

and the unmanageability of our lives when 

violence takes over on any scale. Such 

acknowledgement and confession must be 

personal and societal and global. Christ have mercy upon us. 

It is an inadequate response for the followers of Jesus the Christ to shed a few tears while the Charleston 

massacre remains headline news, and then go back to the benignness of "business as usual" when the 

headline is displaced with something that appears not to touch us closely. No! Either in the name of 

Jesus we are committed to a lifestyle of love, peace, non-violence and reconciliation all the time or 

not. For us there is no ambiguity much less middle ground. We call the one savior who lived vulnerably 

and refused to allow his closest friends to use violence on his behalf. We must keep him ever before us 

until indeed his mind is in us, and we are converted and delivered from all the addictions that seek to 

undermine our belovedness. Lord have mercy upon us. 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 
Local pastors gathered outside the Courtyard Marriott down 
the street from the Emanuel AME Church. Photo credit Liz 
Kreutz via Twitter. 
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