
Praying for Our Sick Loved Ones 
 
Many of us are struggling with loved ones and friends who are sick.   They become a large part of our 
prayer life.   
 
The book of 2nd Kings chapter 20, tells the story of Hezekiah, who was a good King in Israel but became very 
ill.  The prophet Isaiah confirmed to him that his sickness was terminal. Hezekiah began to pray to the Lord, 
"Remember, Lord, how I have walked before you faithfully and with wholehearted devotion and have done 
what is good in your eyes." And Hezekiah wept bitterly.   
 
Before Isaiah had left the middle court, the word of the Lord came to him: "Go back and tell Hezekiah, the 
ruler of my people, 'This is what the Lord, the God of your father David, says: I have heard your prayer and 
seen your tears; I will heal you. On the third day from now you will go up to the temple of the Lord.  I will 
add fifteen years to your life. 
 
Result:  God heard Hezekiah's prayer, healed him and gave him 15 more years to live and rule with his 
people Israel.  
 
My father has been ill with lung cancer and congestive heart failure for a couple of years.  He has been very 
short of breath and retaining a lot of water along with being under doctor's care and chemotherapy.  So we 
have been very worried about him.  I have been praying these verses asking God to give Dad a few more 
good years with our family.   Almost miraculously the lung tumor seems to have stopped growing and he is 
no longer retaining a lot of water.  He remains on oxygen but is breathing and getting along much better.   
 
Dad had not traveled or gone anywhere for a long time.  On Thanksgiving, I picked him up and took him to 
Columbus where our family was meeting.  He did so well and spent most of the day.  When I got him home 
he announced he was going to bed but getting up early.  He told because the next day was 'Black Friday' 
and the local furniture store has La-Z-Boy chairs at half price!  Off he went!  He also spent four days with us 
this Christmas. 
 
I share this with you not to tell you my dad is healed.   And I am no better prayer than anyone else; in fact 
most probably pray better than I.   But I do believe God has answered our prayers the same way God has 
answered Hezekiah's and has granted my dad some more good time with our family.  I am so very thankful.  
 
I believe the Scripture is true and God always answers our prayers.  Maybe the answer is not always what 
we want, but God does answer.  I feel blessed to have my dad as long as God would choose and I praise 
God for that.   
 
So, I encourage you to pray in faith for those you love and care for in your family and in your church 
families.   God is so powerful and so, so good! 
 
For our Powerful God that responds to all our prayers, 

 
Rev. Scot Ocke 


