
 

 
This week’s highlight family is familiar to us 
all…The Zilbering family. Rachel, our school 
Principal, and her husband, Assaf, are the parents 
of Joel and Alina. Joel is in the first grade at The 
Silver Academy, and Alina attends the JCC Early 
Learning Center. 
 

 

Where do you live? Harrisburg. 

Where else have you lived?  We lived in Camp Hill as a family, and Carlisle as a couple.  Rachel and Assaf met 
while they were both living in Philadelphia after college. Rachel grew up in Fair Lawn, NJ. Assaf grew up in 
Kiryat Bialik, Israel (suburb of Haifa).   

What do you like about living in Central Pennsylvania? There are lots of things to do. It offers a quiet pace of 
life and an engaged community. 

What do you like best about The Silver Academy?  Well, everything! 

Where do you work?  Assaf works as a patent examiner for the USPTO, and Rachel is the Principal of The 
Silver Academy. 

What relative lives furthest away, and where do they live? We both have relatives in Israel and will be visiting 
them this summer.  Rachel’s Mom lives in upstate Vermont, near Canada! 

Do you get to see your cousins often? On one side we have 3 boy cousins, who live outside of Philadelphia.  
We get to see them for most of the Jewish holidays and birthdays.  On the other side we have one younger girl 
cousin who lives in Massachusetts.   

What is your family's favorite vacation spot?  We enjoy going to Lake Placid, NY where Rachel spent much of 
her childhood.  

What does your family like to do on snow days?  We often make pancakes for breakfast since we have the 
time for a relaxed breakfast.  We also enjoy sledding.  During this last big snowstorm, we used our river tubes 
and made our own snow tubing trail…that was fun! 

What type of food does your family really enjoy?  Israeli salad and schnitzel 


