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Floral Park Chamber of Commerce adamantly opposed to VLT’s at Belmont 
 
The Floral Park Chamber of Commerce stands beside our schools, village, 
churches and clubs in opposition to the addition of VLT’s at Belmont 
Racetrack. For all of the same reasons VLT’s were rejected at the Race 
Palace in Plainview/Old Bethpage, at the HUB in Uniondale and at Fortunoffs 
in Carle Place, we will not stand by and watch this atrocity develop. It is an 
injustice to the children, families and businesses in Floral Park for our County 
and State leaders to dump VLT’s into our backyard. 
 
We site multiple concerns, each backed by factual impact data regarding 
crime, traffic and the toll on the village infrastructure. In order to generate the 
revenues as stated by county executive Mangano, there will need to be 
thousands of additional vehicle trips entering and leaving Belmont every day. 
Many of them will be through our community. We are deeply concerned about 
this increase in car traffic and bus traffic snarling our roads. Then there is the 
impact upon those roads, the stress added to our village public works, police, 
fire and rescue. Then we look at the added costs to each of these 
departments. 
 
Many have said, there already is gambling at Belmont so it’s a perfect fit. 
Comparing Horse Racing to Casino Gambling is akin to comparing apples 
and oranges. Whereas they are both gambling, they have very different 
clientele and addictive tendencies. Additionally, according to a 2006 study by 
economists Earl Grinols and David Mustard (2006) casinos create crime over 
time. Why Nassau County would allow this to exist anywhere in our county is 
shocking. Nassau County is far too densely populated, with too many schools 
and too much existing traffic for this type of operation. There must be better 
ways to raise capital for the county than something so detrimental to a 
community. 
 
We searched far and wide for advantages to the business community and/or 
our residents and found none. This plan must not go through. 
 
Stop it now, please. 
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