
Further Resources for Group Discussion 
Part One: Scripture 

Principle One:  The life of faith always requires leaving what is familiar and comfortable. Faith is an action 

verb.  
 

Text: Exodus 16:2-3, Numbers 11:1-6 Moses leads the people of God out of Egypt into the wilderness and they 

complain. 

What do the people miss about Egypt? 

What do they stand to gain from this change? 

What represents Egypt in your own life? 

Where does this story intersect with your own life or that of your congregation?  

What might be the pillar of fire that leads you and your congregation through the wilderness? 
 

Text: Matthew 13:44-45 The Kingdom of Heaven is like treasure, or a pearl of great price 

What do the finders of the treasure and the pearl do in order to possess these items? 

What do they give up in order to achieve their goal? Is it worth the cost? 

What is the cost of possessing the Kingdom of Heaven for the members of your congregation and of the Diocese of San 

Diego? 

What might it look like for your congregation to be the possessor of this treasure? 
 

Principle Two: God is always creating life where we can only see emptiness and death. 
 

Text: Genesis 1:1-5 God creates the heavens and the earth out of chaos (formlessness).  

When have you experienced chaos as a precursor to new creation? 

When have you experienced new creation without chaos preceding it? 
 

Text: Mark 15:33-16:8 Jesus dies on the cross and rises from the dead. 

What does the death of Jesus mean to you? 

How might the story have ended if Jesus hadn’t died; what difference would it make to you, your congregation, and the 

church at large if that were the story rather than what we read in the Gospel? 

What does the last verse (16:8) say to you about the church’s way of sharing the Gospel? 

Why do you think we have preserved alternative endings for Mark’s Gospel? 
 

Principle Three: God is most easily manifest through unexpected people and unexpected ways.  
 

Text: Luke 24:13-35 Two disciples on the way home encounter Jesus in the breaking of bread. 

What are the circumstances under which Jesus and the disciples meet? 

How does the state of mind of the disciples change in the course of the story? 

What elements create the transformation? 

How might this story resonate with the story of your congregation in the past and in the future? 
 

Text: Acts 2:1-21 The disciples experience Pentecost and Peter begins to preach. 

Discussion Questions 

Discuss the change in the state of mind of the disciples from the beginning of this story to Peter’s sermon. What 

accounts for this change? 

When in your life or the life of your congregation have you experienced a similar transformation?  

What might a Pentecost moment in the future of your congregation look like? 



 

Principle Four: We have everything we need, so if we feel poor or anxious, we are trusting in something other 

than our intended blessings.  

 

Text: Luke 10:1-12 Jesus sends out the disciples in pairs to every town and village. 

What does Jesus instruct the disciples to take with them? Why are these items significant? 

Who will be their traveling companions? 

How might this story be a parable for how the church is to move forward? 
 

Principle Five: Even if we make some errant choices, God can work with them.  
 

Text: John 15:1-8 Jesus is the true vine 

What is the relationship in this metaphor between Jesus, his Father, and the disciples? 

How is the vine encouraged to bear more fruit? 

What happens if the vine is not pruned? 

What do you think it might feel like to be pruned? 

What might the fruit of the vine look like in your congregation and in the Diocese of San Diego? 

 

Part Two: History 

Principle One:   The life of faith always requires leaving what is familiar and comfortable. Faith is an action 

verb. 

 

Event: The Invention of the Printing Press and the Spread of the Printed Word 

14th-16th Century 

The advent of printed Bibles in the 15th century was seen by some as the beginning of the end of the church. Until 

Gutenberg, Bibles had been produced by hand in monasteries, as a labor of prayerful adoration. Many people felt that 

mechanical production of the Bible was sacrilegious, and that only those who were learned in theology and Latin should 

have direct access to Scripture, as it was sacred. The practical effect of printed Bibles was to make Scripture much more 

accessible to the population. This added impetus to the desire to be able to read the Bible in the vernacular.  Thus the 

new technology contributed to the momentum of the Reformation and a profound transformation of the Church in the 

West, which came about only after an extended period of violent upheaval. 

What parallels can you see between the introduction of printed Bibles and the advent of electronic communications in 

our own day? 

What do you see as the principal results of the 16th century Reformation? Were people’s worst fears realized? 

What kind of Reformation might we be experiencing now as a result of recent innovations? 

What kinds of upheavals do you anticipate, fear or look forward to in the present time of change? 

What implications does this new Reformation have for the future of the Church? 
 

Principle Two: God is always creating life where we can only see emptiness and death. 
 

Event: A catastrophic event destroys a church in the Diocese of San Diego (This question might be only for those 

churches that have gone through a fire or earthquake destruction, but it is likely all communities have experienced an 

unwanted calamity.) 

What were the stages in the congregation’s journey from the old church to today? 

How did the congregation suffer loss or enjoy blessings along the way? 

How do you think your congregation would react if your church were destroyed? 


