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TAKE THE GOSPEL TO EVERY NATION — 
BEGINNING IN YOUR COMMUNITY  
“And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth,  
having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place.” (ACTS 17:26)

God created our world in a mosaic of colors and called it “good.” We know from His Word 
that He loves His creation and His people with a love that crosses all known boundaries 
of age, race, language, culture and place. He sent His Son to deliver every one of us from 

our sin and brokenness.

Today our colorful world is in our cities, commu-
nities and often in our neighborhoods. We live 
among a beautiful rainbow of people who speak 
different languages, wear different clothes, and eat 
different foods, but who are all loved by the same 
great God, Who created heaven and earth.

Through His Son, God calls us to reach out 
in love to His people, to “make disciples of all 
nations” (MT. 28:18-20). We are empowered by His 
Spirit to be His witnesses in our own city, and to 
the ends of the earth (ACTS 1:8).

Our changing communities present opportunities for us individually and as the Church to share 
Christ in word and deed with all nations. Your neighbors, or your church’s neighbors, may be quite 
different from just a few years ago. What a beautiful opportunity to witness your faith in acts 
of mercy and words of salvation. We see in many of our churches a demonstration of Christ’s love 
to “every nation” as we share the never-changing Gospel message of forgiveness and hope with our 
neighbors. We also reach around the world when we support our Church as it crosses oceans and 

continents through missionaries and mission trips.

It is a joy for me to celebrate this proclamation and outreach in our ministries today. Rev. 
Kenyatta Cobb is bringing the church back to a broken neighborhood in Orlando and 
ministering to Caribbean and African-American neighbors (see picture to the left and 

story on page 4). We are grateful for congregations like St. Paul Lutheran Church in 
Dallas that train leaders for serving our diverse world and intentionally pray for all people 
(page 3). We welcome Rev. Dr. John Nunes as the new president of Concordia College–

New York, whose vision embraces Christ-centered diversity. We celebrate new life in 
Christ through the baptisms by the first Anyuak pastor in our beloved Synod (page 4).

Let’s continue to walk in Christ’s love to “every nation of men.” Let’s start where Jesus 
asked us to start, in our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and then to the end of the earth with 

His Word, Sacraments, love and mercy for all people. 
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REV. ROOSEVELT GRAY, JR.

In Christ there is no east or 
west, In Him no south or north, 
But one great fellowship of love 
Throughout the whole wide 
earth. With God there is no tribe 
or race; In Him we all are one. He 
loves us as His children through 
Our faith in His dear Son. Join 
hands, disciples of the faith, 
Whate’er your race may be; Who 
serves my Father as His child Is 
surely kin to me.   
~  (LSB 653)

“A Christian loves his neighbor as 
a brother; he makes no difference 
between persons or things. He does 
not consider whether he is serviceable 
or not, whether he is wise or unwise.” 
(MARTIN LUTHER)
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A RADICAL EDUCATION 

The most radical event in world 
history is Jesus’ rising from the 
dead. That fact of the crucified 

Christ bursting to life, vacating His tomb, 
changes everything for humans: the way 
we live, whom we love, and how we learn. 
Our entire existence now echoes God’s 
desire for the full human flourishing ( JOHN 
10:10) of every person, every family, every 
community and the whole of society. 
Lutheran higher education is radical in that 
it reinforces God’s transformative goal. 

During a recent panel discussion, journalist 
David Brooks offered a description I like 
about the distinguishing difference found 
in Christian colleges: “They treat the heart, 
the spirit, and the brain together. And they 
speak a language that is morally, emotionally, 
spiritually and intellectually infused. When 
I’m talking about poverty, about inequality 
or about injustice, it’s a complex awareness. 
And it’s an awareness of sin.”

In our devastatingly broken world, leaders 
in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
will dare to engage in critical thinking about 
those lifestyles, cultural habits, situations 
of oppression, patterns of exclusion and 
demonic divisions that are contrary to  
God’s design for humankind. 

I personally wish we could live without  
our preoccupation with race. Describing 
others primarily by the category of race is 
a characterization that leads to social anxiety 
and can become a playground for sin. I strive 
to avoid it because of that and because race 
is a fiction. It does not really exist biologi-
cally in terms of our DNA and it certainly 
does not exist with respect to the commu-
nity of those named and claimed in the 
name of the Father, Son and Spirit. 
The love of God in Christ places us 
all in a family of faith, erases dividing 
walls and makes us faithful as a new 
people. Yet the reality of life in the 
United States of America is not the 
same as in God’s empire. A recent 

report in the Huffington Post indicates 
that “three-quarters of whites have entirely 
white social networks without any minority 
presence.” While this unfortunately includes 
Lutherans, this fortunately is not the case at 
Concordia College – New York.

Lutherans in 2016 must embrace the 
opportunity to be more fully a people of the 
resurrection, rising above being the whitest 
and most English-speaking of any religious 
group in North America, which according 
to the Pew Foundation is what we currently 
are. Rising above these enclaves of sameness 
requires intentionality, going out of our way 
to invest in relationships that more greatly 
reflect God’s network, from every tribe and 
nation (REV. 7:9). 

Higher education in the Concordia Universi-
ty System provides an inestimable resource, 
preparing students to serve the Church and 
the world. These communities of learning 
daily engage “difference” with the Gospel. 
Courses of study examine the complex, 
pluralistic and highly technological world in 
which we are called to be salt and light. In 
my estimation, all schools in the Lutheran 
tradition seek to equip their students, staff, 
faculty and administrations with a mindset 
that embraces Christ-centered diversity. 

I am uniquely proud to be joining an institu-
tion nestled in a bustling metropolitan area 
considered the cultural capital of the world. 
New York City’s Concordia is positioned as 
a global leader in being unapologetic with 
respect to Lutheran identity, unambiguous in 
its commitment to respect the dignity of all 
human persons, and unswerving in serving 
this world for which Jesus Christ lived, died 
and rose from the dead. Alleluia!

Rev. Dr. John A. Nunes serves as ninth president of Concordia Col-
lege-New York, Bronxville, as of July 1, 2016. He served previously 
as Jochum Professor and Chair at Valparaiso University and as CEO 
and President of Lutheran World Relief.

In our devastatingly 
broken world, leaders in 
The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod will dare 
to engage in critical 
thinking about those 
lifestyles, cultural habits, 
situations of oppression, 
patterns of exclusion and 
demonic divisions that 
are contrary to God’s 
design for humankind. 

Rev. John A. Nunes, Ph.D.
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OFTEN TIMES AS PASTORS, WE ARE SO BUSY  
POURING INTO OTHERS THAT WE FORGET WE  
NEED POURING INTO OURSELVES  
- REV. BYRON R. WILLIAMS, SR.

2016 Confirmands, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Dallas, with Rev. Byron Ray Williams, Sr. First 
row, from left: Destiny M. Sylvester, Noah S. 
Gipson, Philip Gooden; second row from left: 
Desmond M. Sylvester, Deshawn M. Jones, 
Micaiah A. Davis, Xavier T. McDonald, Kourtlan 
Carnel Freeman, Jamonce Gooden, Emonceiona 
Gooden, Tahj Joshua Chambers. 

LEADERS SHARE DIVERSE MINISTRIES   

Jobs for the unemployed in blighted 
Detroit; outreach to immigrant  
communities; mentoring troubled  

         teens; offering educational excellence;  
food and clothing banks; schools built in 
Africa — the work and wisdom of Lutheran 
pastors doing cutting edge ministry, 
especially in urban environments, is shared 
every year in the Leadership Conference 
hosted by St. Paul Lutheran Church, Dallas.

Featured speakers are ministers who roll up 
their sleeves and take Christ’s love to the 
unemployed, youth, schools, immigrants, 
the hungry, community agencies, police 
and others as they work out solutions 
to tough inner city problems. This year 
featured LCMS pastors and urban ministry 
experts Chris Bodley, Detroit; Amos Gray, 
Hot Springs; Philip Saywrayne, New York; 

Rodney Emilien, Houston; Roosevelt 
Gray, St. Louis; and Randall Lewis, Little 
Rock. More than 120 pastors and lay 
leaders attended.

“Often times as pastors, we are so busy 
pouring into others that we forget we need 
pouring into ourselves,” says Rev. Byron 
R. Williams, Sr. “There are times in our 
churches when we feel our backs are against 
the wall. This is why we gather every year to 
remind ourselves about a Savior ‘who is 
able to do far more abundantly than all that 
we ask or think, according to the power at 
work within us’” (EPH. 3:20).

St. Paul has been hosting the conference with 
support from the Texas District and national 
office for six years. Conference costs are kept 
low to allow for more participation.

The church also hosts an annual women’s 
conference each spring to “empower women 
to be the best they can be, running by 
faith, looking to the Lord for direction,” 
Williams says. 

Training pastors and church leaders, 
proclaiming the Word, offering sacraments, 
teaching and praying are all important in 
ministry, according to Pastor Williams, who 
came to Dallas from Trinity Lutheran in 
the Ninth Ward of New Orleans, which was 
destroyed in Hurricane Katrina. Last year, St. 
Paul’s welcomed 26 new members and this 
spring confirmed one of their largest classes. 

Every Monday at 6 a.m., the men’s group 
prays together for the church, families, the 
sick, requested prayers, the community 
and the world. “Soaking our lives with 
prayer is integral to our ministry,” Pastor 
Williams says. 

Christine Weerts is a freelance writer in Selma, Ala., and member 
of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Prattville, Ala.
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BAPTIZING  
ALL NATIONS

The first Anyuak pastor in the  
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 
Rev. John Bakou, baptized 19 

Anyuak children and adults into the family 
of Christ at Trinity Lutheran Church, Sauk 
Rapids, Minn., on Good Shepherd Sunday. 
Pastor Bakou, who was born in Pochalla, 
Sudan, serves as associate pastor at Trinity, 
which has offered Sunday worship in the 
native Anyuak language for over eight years. 
The Anyuak are a Sudanese tribe from 
Ethiopia and South Sudan. They number 
about 300,000 worldwide, and there are 
about 3000 living in Minnesota. 

In all, 68 new members were received 
into the church family, including 23 adult 
confirmations. The congregation enjoyed 
a potluck after the service that included a 
variety of Sudanese foods. To God be the 
glory for this outreach to “the nations.”

Rev. Bakou graduated from the Ethnic  
Immigrant Institute of Theology at 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis and was 
ordained into the ministry last fall. Before 
coming to the United States, he attended 
Bible school in Khartoum, Sudan and was a 
traveling evangelist in Khartoum, Renk and 
Pochalla, Sudan. He married his wife Akuay 
Gilo in 1996, and they came to the United 
States in 1998. He speaks Anyuak, Arabic 
and English and has been leading worship 
for the Anyuak in their native language at 
Trinity since December 2008.  

Contributed by Craig Cooper, director of Christian Outreach,  
Trinity Lutheran Church, Saux Rapids, Minn.

RETURNING THE CHURCH TO THE CITY  

Pine Hills may sound like a sweet, 
serene community, but it’s actually an 
urban hot-spot of violence and drugs 

about five miles west of Orlando. In fact, 
the Urban Dictionary calls it a “slum mostly 
inhabited by drug dealers, bank robbers, and 
people with bleak or no hopes of making it 
out. Its nickname is ‘Crime Hills.’”  

That’s where Pastor Kenyatta Cobb is 
re-establishing a Lutheran church.

Rev. Cobb, who served at Our Savior 
Lutheran in Orlando, saw a ministry need 
and began outreach, eventually starting 
Shekinah Lutheran Church, as the former 
Lutheran church had moved to the suburbs 
years earlier. 

“Urban issues are the same across America,” 
says Cobb, who served as mission devel-
oper and pastor at Ha’naniah Lutheran in 
Buffalo before moving to Orlando. “Your 
ministry has to be a ministry of empower-
ment and encouragement through the Word 
of God.”

Rev. Cobb continues, “Ministry in the city 
is to proclaim the freedom Christ brings. 
Following in the footsteps of Him who called 
us out of darkness into the marvelous light, 
we reach out to man on earth, saying, ‘Wilt 
thou be made whole?’” ( JOHN 5:6 KJV) 

Shekinah Lutheran holds worship at the 
local Ramada Inn, as the church raises 
funds to purchase a building. Pastor Cobb 
is targeting both African-American and 
Caribbean populations (Haiti, Jamaica and 
Puerto Rico), which are among the highest 
in the state.

Rev. Cobb plans to offer a Lutheran employ-
ment service (job training and placement), 
a food pantry, workshops for young women, 
Lutheran Cadets (a drill team to give youth 
a sense of belonging outside of gangs and 
violence), and Christian karate. All of 
the ministries center around Word and 
Sacrament as Shekinah means “stands in the 
presence of God.”

A former U.S. Marine, Rev. Cobb was a 
chaplain for police officers, sheriff deputies 
and medical centers in Buffalo and received 
the FBI Community Leadership Award for 
his work with officers and helping youth 
leave gangs and violence.

“The Gospel never changes; hurt and pain 
never change. The need for salvation never 
changes. I serve this community joyfully as 
one who ‘came out of the hood’ when I met 
Jesus at Christ Lutheran Church in Buffalo 
when I was 14,” he said.

Christine Weerts is a freelance writer in Selma, Ala., and member 
of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Prattville, Ala.

Rev. John Bakou 
baptizes 19 Anyuak 
new members  
during Good  
Shepherd Sunday. 
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CHILDREN KNOW WHEN YOU CARE 

Strength Of Savior (SOS) has served as 
an urban Christian outreach center in 
Milwaukee for more than 30 years. 

Today funded in part by the Southeast 
Wisconsin District of the LCMS, the center 
focuses on providing homework assistance, 
tutoring, mentoring, meals and devotions for 
youth in a safe and positive environment, in 
after school and summer programs. A student 
shares what it has meant to her family.
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SHARE YOUR STORIES
Please send your articles to Rev. Roosevelt 
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news in our next edition.
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Hello, my name is Amilia Williams and I am 10 years old. I go to 

Hi’Mount Elementary School. I go to the SOS Center to get help 

with my homework. I have been coming to the center since I 

was 5 years old. I have brothers and sisters that come to the 

center too. My mom used to come to the center when she 

was a little girl, that’s how I know about the center.

 I love Ms. Tiffany, she is the best. She always makes sure we 

get our homework done before we do anything. 

When I was 6, I could not read like I should and Ms. Tiffany and 

the tutors worked with me every day that I would come on my 

reading and math. I read much better now. She would always 

tell me to slow down and take my time. I used to be scared 

and embarrassed to read in front of everybody. Now I love to 

read to everybody. 

I love the center, not only do they help us with our homework, 

we get to play fun games and have parties for good behavior. 

Also we can shop in our store.* Sometimes my family runs out 

of food and my mom comes over and talks with Ms. Tiffany or 

Mr. Dumas and they help us with food. 

They always help everybody if they can. We don’t know what we 

would do without the SOS Center.

- Amilia Williams

*   The “store" is where students can spend “bonus bucks" incentives 

on school supplies, toys, arts and crafts, toiletries, activity  

books and more. Ms Tiffany Phillips is the Summer/After School 

Program Manager.

 I LOVE MS. TIFFANY, SHE IS THE 
BEST. SHE ALWAYS MAKES SURE 
WE GET OUR HOMEWORK DONE 
BEFORE WE DO ANYTHING. 
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