
Pastor Mark Braden teaches in Colombia  

The week of January 18, 2016, Mark Braden, Pastor of Zion Evangelical-Lutheran Church 

of Detroit, taught an intensive course for pastors and lay leaders entitled, “Ecclesiology, 

the Doctrine of the Church.” The class, a Luther Academy Conference, was held in 

Bogotá, Columbia, and was attended by some 20 students, both pastors and members, 

from the Iglesia Evangélica Luterana de Colombia, (IELCO) and the Iglesia Luterana de 

Panama, (IELPA).  The immediate-past Bishop of the IELCO also attended.   

Lecturing in Spanish, Pastor Braden used over 300 PowerPoint slides he prepared for the 

presentation, which included an overview of how doctrine is derived from Holy 

Scripture; Hermeneutics, the fundamentals of interpreting the Holy Scriptures; the 

structure and flow of the first 15 Articles of the Augsburg Confession; as well as several 

citations on the Church from early Church Fathers and from Luther´s Works.  

The class explored Walther´s Theses on the Church of 1841, which were developed for 

the Altenburg Debate and accepted by the Synod ten years later. The class also studied 

the doctrine of Ecclesiology systematically from Christian Doctrine by John Mueller.   

Discussion was lively and at times debate was robust. The class began each day with the 

sung Office of Matins, and closed each day with the sung Office of Vespers.  Pr. Carlos 

Mario Marín, a missionary in Medellín, Colombia, led the prayer Offices and delivered a 

short homily. Twice each day, the class took a break to sing a favorite hymn. 

The work of the local missionary, Pr. Marín, together with the Ecclesiology class, has 

opened significant opportunities in Colombia.  Pr. Braden and Pr. Marín will be working 

with Regional Director Pr. Ted Krey to evaluate the next steps to take in the Colombian 

mission.  Pr. Braden has three more trips planned this year to Spain, Argentina, and 

Bolivia. 

Pr. Braden has been traveling to Colombia twice a year for the last three years, and has 

been invited back to Colombia to teach again. He has taught in South America and the 

Caribbean since 2006. In addition to serving as Pastor of Zion, Detroit, MI, he serves as 

an International Fellow for the Luther Academy, is an adjunct member of the faculty of 

Concordia Theological Seminary, teaches periodically for Concordia University Ann 

Arbor, and is a departmental editor for Gottesdienst magazine, authoring the regular 

column, “Taking Pains,” an exposition of the Holy Liturgy.   

 


