
There certainly have been a lot of 
changes since our last newsletter! Upon 
returning to the Dominican Republic we 
had a meeting with our regional Director 
Ted Krey, and my vicarage supervisor 
pastor Joel Fritsche about an important 
transition in our ministry. While we have 
traditionally worked in the congregational 
church plant in Pueblo Nuevo, in the 
center of Santiago, new efforts are 
underway to establish a congregation 
on the other side of the island in a place 
called Ensanche Ozama. 

Because of my vicarage and because 
of a need for additional workers on the 
Santo Domingo side of the Island, it was 
decided to transition Christel and I over 
to the work in Santo Domingo each week. 
We would help to attend to the already 
well established congregation in Las 
Americas, as well as in the evangelism 
and church planting efforts in Ensanche 
Ozama. We would be joining the team 
which already consisted of Katie Ziegler 
(Deaconess), Danelle Putnam (Deaconess) 
and the Fritsche Family (Pastor’s family). 
The timing was important as well, as Katie 
Ziegler transitioned out of the field in 
order to be married to our former vicar 
from Argentina, Roberto Weber.

The transition to the Santo Domingo team 
would be no simple move however, as 
we were also still required in Santiago for 
the rest of the week in order to continue 
accomplishing the tasks of our regional 
work. The solution was kind of complex. 
We needed to move out of our home in 
Santiago and into an apartment building 
in Santiago (for security reasons) as well as 
move simultaneously into an apartment 
in Ensanche Ozama, on the Santo 
Domingo side of the island. 

We spent a few weeks getting shifted 
around so that we could occupy two cities 
and two apartments, and eventually got 
a pretty good rhythm going regarding 
living in both cities for half a week each. 
We currently leave for Santo Domingo 
every Thursday and drive for about 2 and 
a half hours, and return to Santiago every 
Sunday afternoon following the worship 
service in Las Americas. It’s not easy, and 
being in both locations can be very tiring, 
but we are glad for the opportunity to 
pitch in on the work in Santo Domingo. 

The work in Pueblo Nuevo is in good 
hands as well, as pastor Sergio Maita, 
and Deaconess Rachel Powell, as well 
as my fellow vicar Justin Massey and 
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The VDMA Digital books project is also 
moving along really well. There are 
currently 93 pastors who are registered 
with the project and have received 
the first 20+ titles of their new digital 
pastoral libraries. We just purchased 
the second round of titles from 
Concordia Publishing House, giving us 
a really solid set of materials to equip 
our Latin American pastors with. The 
project’s next stop is in Nicaragua and 
Panama, where I hope to register and 
equip an additional 25 or so pastors 
with Theological Libraries. So far the 
project has covered a large portion of 
Argentina, all of Paraguay, all of Chile, 
Uruguay, Dominican Republic, and 
Spain, and has begun making headway 
in several other of our mission fields.

VDMA ROLLOUT 
UPDATE

1learn more at www.lcms.org/neuendorf

Prayers:

* New missionaries who are currently 
serving their four months of orientation 
in the Dominican Republic.

* Santo Domingo team and ministry 
opportunities for this upcoming month.

*  Our family and close friends who have 
had loved ones pass away in the last two 
months.

* Daniel Fickenscher and Justin Massey 
who will be heading to (and back to) 
seminary in the next months.

* Thanksgiving for Roberto Weber and 
Katie Ziegler’s wedding and their new 
life together in Argentina.

The first batch of tablet 
computers made it through 
to Paraguay!
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Christel was comissioned as 
a deaconess on the 18th of

Christel had the opportunity as well this 
year to speak to the women at the St. 
Louis new missionary orientation for the 
entire world. This was a great chance to 
speak to women about the challenges 
and joys of the mission field, and help 
to prepare them for their deployment 
across the world. 

It has been a particular privilege to 
be able to share our experience with 
those who are new to the mission field, 
especially as there has been such an 
explosion of new missionaries being 
sent out into the world.

Pictured above are our new Latin 
American and Caribbean Missionaries: 
Rev. Jonathan Naumann, Deaconess 
Cheryl Naumann, Levi Karth, Rev. Brian 
and Amanda Gauthier and their son 
Ezra.

Please keep these new missionaries in 
your prayers as they continue in their 
support raising and later transition to 
the field.

St. Louis New 
Missionary 
Orientation

Adopt us as your missionaries!

You can download an adoption 
agreement form from 

Mission Central at
www.missioncentral.us and look for 
our name. You can also support us at 

www.lcms.org/neuendorf

communication buddy Daniel Fickenscher 
have been carrying on the work there. 

In Ensanche Ozama a great majority of the 
work has been getting various ministry and 
outreach activities off the ground, focusing 
on contacts which we already have 
developed, and making new ones. 

The location is very well chosen, and 
there are a great number of outreach 
opportunities. Children’s ministry is 
particularly promising there, but we are still 
getting the bases laid in order to start to 
tackle doing children’s outreach like we did 
in Pueblo Nuevo. 
The community is a middle class urban 
center, and we live right in the middle of it! 
It’s always a bit noisy, and there are always 

a million things going on! 

In Las Americas, as in Ozama, I am 
involved in teaching and preaching, 
as well as teaching confirmation and 
guiding some Bible classes and the youth 
group. Las Americas is a church which 
has been established for a bit longer, and 
as such has a broader base of members 
and activities. Christel is also involved in 
Las Americas with training deaconesses 
in the congregation and working with 
women to serve the community. Las 
Americas is a suburb of the broader 
metro area of Santo Domingo, and 
as such is a bit farther away than the 
location in Ozama; but we have been 
attending activities in Las Americas three 
times a week.

Missionaries Duane Meiss-
ner, Andrew Schlund, and 

Eddie Hosch eating Domin-
ican style on our orienta-

tion scavenger hunt.

Christel’s work has been bearing a lot 
of fruit lately as we have realized a few 
instances of New Missionary Orientation, 
which is being hosted in our Dominican 
Republic Field. One of Christel’s new 
regional responsibilities involves getting 
new missionaries equipped for life in 
our regional missionfield, and the New 
Missionary Orientation in the Dominican 
Republic is a key part of this process. 

Christel has been working hard getting 
new missionaries equipped in language 
skills and coordinating the teaching of 
missionary skills at these orientation 
sessions. 

We have three missionary families 
currently going through the four 
month intensive training that has been 
developed for our new missionary 
deployments in Latin America, and 
Christel has been actively working with 
all three families to ensure that they 
are well equipped when they arrive on 
their respective fields of service of Peru, 
Belize, and Mexico. 

There are even more missionaries on 
their way, and future orientations and 
training time are always on the horizon! 
Keep Christel in your prayers as she 
works to serve our missionaries with 
quality training and care!

On Field Orientation 
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James recently made another visit to Argentina to do some important techni-
cal work on the recording studio being used for theological education there. 
There were major improvements made to the audio recording, as well as the 
ability to upload video at a higher resolution so that it is easier to see the 
picture for online students across the region. Please keep the project in your 
prayers, especially that we would find a long term sustainability solution for 
this project, particularly a person capable of working in the digital classroom 
fulltime; as the program has grown to 40 active students!

Visiting the Sharp Family, Rev. Christian Hoffman &
 Rev. Andre Muller in Uruguay.

Rev. Roberto Weber & Deac. Katie Ziegler Argentina Wedding. 
February 27, 2016.

Kid’s Bible study lesson during an adult Bible study near 
Ensanche Ozama (SD).

Women’s Bible Study and banner making class on   
Saturdays in Las Americas.

Digital Classroom in 
Argentina update:

Photo Review of the last few months:


