
 

Rev. Jerome H. Groth was born into an, 
“every Sunday, church-going family.” He was baptized 
in a Wisconsin Synod church, and raised first in an 
LCMS - North Wisconsin District church in Green Bay, 
WI, then in an English District church in Milwaukee, 
WI. 

Rev. Groth graduated from Pulaski High School, Milwaukee in 1952 and from 
Concordia College, Milwaukee in 1955 and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO in 
1960. During Seminary days, with Seminary permission, he served St. John's 
Lutheran Church, in Drake, MO, almost every weekend. 

After receiving due permission from the Dean of Concordia Seminary, Jerome 
married Kay Sharon Heuer in 1958 at Faith Lutheran Church, Milwaukee. The 
wedding was officiated by Rev. Harold Hecht, a dear friend and mentor, who 
would later become bishop of the English District. The Groths were blessed with 
four children: Mark, Mike, Mary and Matt. 

Jerome Groth’s vicarage year was served at Our Savior's Lutheran Church, 
Monticello, IN, a mission church of the Indiana District, about 35 miles away from 
a very small rural congregation in Boswell, IN, in which he also served. His 
supervising pastor would travel with him to Boswell on the days Holy Communion 
was celebrated. He fondly remembers the delicious chicken dinners that 
members made for his family and left in their car.  

The Board of Assignments called the Groths to Newhall/Saugus of the then 
Southern California District. Prior to leaving, he received a letter from the 
Southern California Mission Executive changing his assignment to Poway, CA, in 
San Diego County, to start a new church there. 

The new congregation first met for worship in a member’s garage; Rev. Groth’s 
first pulpit was a table saw with a sheet draped over it. They called themselves 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church.   While serving in Poway, Pastor Groth served as a 
Train Two Bible study area instructor. He was appointed as Pastoral Advisor to 
the Southern California District Walther League young people. He served several 
times on staff of Lutheran Service Volunteer Schools (LSV), a Walther League 
program. 

While serving as pastor of Mt. Olive from 1960-65, Rev. Groth also served 
Ramona Lutheran Church, an English District congregation located in a 
community about ten miles away from Poway. He would lead the 8:00 a.m. 
worship in Poway, then run for his "fire engine red" Volkswagen, and drive to 
Ramona in his vestments to lead worship there, one time getting a flat tire and 
having to hitch-hike back for service.  

The next call was to Chapel of the Cross Lutheran Church, in the San Fernando 
Valley of Los Angeles where he served from 1965-73. While he was raised in an 
English District congregation, he had not served in one as a pastor. He 

remembers being in awe at the first District meeting: the names, the work, the 
mission, the courage! While serving at Chapel of the Cross, he served as Circuit 
Counselor of the Los Angeles circuit.  

The Mission Board of the English District called the Groths to San Diego to start 
work in an area called Tierrasanta - an area where developers decided not to 
make room for churches, as they believed they didn’t need them.  The Groth 
family walked the streets of Tierrasanta, inviting citizens of the area to join them 
for worship, placing invitations on the doors of all the homes. A small group of 
about 20 gathered for the first worship service in the family room of their home, 
with an altar and a cross fashioned by Rev. Groth. During their time at Tierrasanta 
Lutheran Church (1973-78) and together with other English District churches in 
San Diego, they helped re-settle a Vietnamese family, with whom they still keep in 
touch.  

Pastor Groth was a chairperson of the Liaison Committee, with the goal of 
fostering better communication with the public school administration and 
students’ parents. He was also publisher and editor of the first community 
newspaper, the Tierrasanta Bulletin. Rev. Groth managed a Little League baseball 
team and was a member of the Little League Board.  

The next call led to St. Mark Lutheran Church, Sheboygan, WI, where he served 
from 1978 to 1998. While in Sheboygan Pastor Groth, along with other clergy, 
brought worship to all of the Sheboygan nursing homes on a regular basis. He 
and other pastors recorded daily radio devotions called “Morning Meditations.” 
With some frequency, he led worship in the chapel of Memorial Hospital which 
was broadcast into patient rooms. He was a member of the Board of Directors of 
Sheboygan Lutheran High School and the Sheboygan Retirement Home. He was 
trained in the Bethel Bible Series and taught the series to the members of St. 
Mark Church. 

Pastor Groth was a worship leader twice at English District conventions. As a 
member and chairperson of the English District Mission Board, he and the board 
tried to keep alive what was so important to the history of the District, the mission 
spirit that has motivated so much for so long. He feels so privileged to serve with 
others: District staff, District pastors and lay people elected to board positions.  

Since his retirement in 1998, Rev. Groth has been serving almost constantly in 
parishes on a part-time basis, appreciating so much the opportunity to keep on 
doing what he loves – pastoral work in the parish. He has also been writing 
devotions for Hope-Full Living, a publication designed for Christian seniors by the 
Wheatridge Foundation. 

Rev. Groth thanks God for the opportunity to serve in His church; for those who 
have worked and served with him, both members of congregations and church 
staff; for those who served with him in the English District; for District leadership; 
and for his wife Kay and their children – for their love, patience, encouragement 
and their understanding of just how demanding parish life and ministry can be - 
and is. 


