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Bin Wum A Puhmi 
Ghana is, among other things, a land of greetings, both 
hellos and goodbyes. Being an American with a “let’s 
get business accomplished” mentality can be an offense 
here. Suzanne is always whispering into my ear, “Don’t 
forget to greet.” I am trying my best to develop this 
skill, even to learning the various greetings in Dagbanli. 
When leaving a friend, you may say, “Ka puhima 
yiŋnima” (Greet your house people). And the response 
is, “Bin wum a puhmi” (They will hear your greeting). 
It is all a part of living in a culture that sees life as 
something you do together; that it is bigger than you. 

The Glories of God in Ghana 

        Psalm 87 
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That attitude about life is the way the Church sees itself as it is passing through this world. We confess in the 
Apostles’ Creed that the Church is “the communion of saints.” It is something much bigger than merely a “me.” 
That flows from the apostolic teaching of the Church: “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another” (Hebrews 10:24-
25) and, “If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together” (I Corinthians 
12:26). So for us to honor the Lord, we need to honor each other since we are all members of His body: “Now you 
are the body of Christ and individually members of it” (I Corinthians 12:27). 

Christ’s greeting to us is a greeting based on His grace.  We don’t deserve it. In fact, 
the Bible tells us that we can’t even hear or understand it unless the Holy Spirit 
intervenes (Isaiah 26:10; II Corinthians 3:18). This is a universal truth.  
 

Because this truth is universal, missionaries are sent out by our Synod to all the 
corners of our globe. People, all people, need to hear the greetings of our great Savior   
God that come through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  And so we are here. 
 

We are passing through the Islamic month of Ramadan. Muslims all over our city of 
Tamale are fasting and praying. But try as they might, it falls far short of the 
righteousness that God requires; for God calls us to be holy as He is holy (Leviticus 
19:2; Matthew 5:48). People may yell, “Impossible!” Our response is “yes and no.” 
Yes, impossible for us to do (Matthew 19:26) but, no, it is not impossible for God to 
do. He does it in His Son (Romans 3:21-29). 
 

So we are here that they might hear. We have been sent that through us the Gospel 
of Jesus might be heard. And so too you! Speak where God has placed you, for He has 
sent greetings to the world through us, the Church. He placed into your ears the 
greetings of grace that imparts His righteousness. So may our response to God’s 
speaking to us through His Word be: “Bin wum a puhmi” (They will hear Your 
greetings). Amen. 
 

One of hundreds of private 
mosques in Tamale 



Two Confirmations and a 
Baptism 
The month of June had two events that 
are cause for rejoicing by angels in 
heaven and by the Church on earth – 
two confirmations of two young men 
(Titus and Benjamin) and a baptism of 
a son of one of our members (Isaiah).   

 

The young men went through our 
Sunday morning catechesis and 
Isaiah even joined us for a 
discussion of Holy Baptism. We 
pray that the Lord who bought 
them would keep them faithful 
unto death. 
 

Home Service Planning 
Our planning for our home service (October 18 – December 16) has been 
coming along quite nicely. We are scheduled for five congregations, and with 
Mission Central in Mapleton, Iowa. We have just a couple more dates to plan 
and then we will need to do our flights. Because of room in this month’s 
newsletter, we don’t have the full schedule, but we will publish it next month. 
  

Please Pray for Our Teaching and Those Taught 
We are beginning a very busy season of teaching and training. Between now 
and the middle of October, I will be teaching in five different cities/villages. 
And when I am home in Tamale, I will be teaching the Small Catechism.  Please 
pray for wisdom, both for me and those taught, and pray for my stamina, that 
I would do my very best. 
 July 5-July15 – Dale will be teaching at the seminary, outside of Accra 
 August 1-12 – Dale and Mark Moss training in Bawku 
 August 22-September 2 – Dale and Mark Moss training in Bunkpurugu 
 September 12-23 – Dale and Mark Moss training in Gbintiri 
 October 3-14 – Dale and Mark Moss training in Bakpaba 

 
On a personal note, please continue to pray for our son, 
Jonathan, who is in his fourth week of basic military 
training (BMT) for the US Air Force. We have spoken 
with him twice, very briefly, but he sounds great and has 
no regrets. In fact, he has said he is enjoying the 
experience. You can please also pray for our son, Joshua, 
and his wife, Sarah, and our daughter, Gretchen, her son, 
Isaiah, and her fiancée, Tom, who just had his appendix 
removed! 
 

We commend you and yours to Christ Jesus, our Lord, 
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster  
Your Missionaries in Ghana, West Africa 
  

To support the LCMS through the work of the Kasters, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod    OR   Mission Central 

P.O. Box 66861     40718 Hwy E16 

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861    Mapleton, IA 51034 
Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include “Kaster – Ghana,” in the 

memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/kaster. 

Prayer Requests, 

Praises, and Thanks 

 Praise God for our new 

confirmands and baptized. 

 Praise God that the 

Schultes have been green 

lighted to come. 

 Pray for our team here in 

West Africa. In Ghana: 

Rev/Mrs. David Erber, 

Rev/Mrs. Mark Moss, 

Rev/Mrs. Steven 

Schumacher, and Rev/Mrs. 

Doug Thompson.   

In Togo: Rev/Mrs. Micah 

Wildauer, Mrs. Valerie 

Stonebreaker and Rev. 

Jacob Gaugert. 

In Burkina Faso: Rev/Mrs. 

Gary Schulte and Rev. 

Fred Reinhardt. 

 Pray for the McDermott 

family, raising funds for 

their work in West Africa. 

 Pray for Bishop Fynn, head 

of the ELCG. 

 Ask God to help Dale as he 

prepares to teach at the 

seminary and in villages. 

 Pray for Pastor Konbat’s 

healing. 

 Ask God to bless our 

Tamale congregation with 

a spirit of outreach.  

 Please pray for the Mensa 

family, a local family, 

moving, out of fear. 

 
 

There are many opportunities 

to serve as short-term or 

GEO missionaries. Check  

out the current list and 

download an application at 

www.lcms.org/service. Click 

on “Service Opportunities.” 

Visit us at www.facebook.com/kastersinghana  - no FB membership needed! 
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