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Gloria Lawrence named 2016 LEA Distinguished Lutheran Early Childhood Teacher
Gloria Lawrence was selected to receive Lutheran Education Association’s 2016 Distinguished Lutheran Early Childhood Teacher award. Ms. Lawrence is Lead Kindergarten Teacher at Hales Corners Lutheran Elementary School in Hales Corners, Wis. She was selected by LEA’s Early Childhood Network leadership team.
Gloria graduated with a B.A. from Concordia University Chicago. Previously, she has served Lutheran schools in Illinois, Ohio, and various locations in Wisconsin, teaching a wide range of grades from two-year olds through seventh grade and in a variety of ministry and service roles.
In support of Gloria’s nomination, one parent said, “Gloria’s remarkable dedication to each student and family was evident throughout the school year as she role modeled sacrificial giving during times of special need. When one child’s mother was undergoing medical treatment, she personally prepared more meals than anyone else. When our family was overwhelmed with the loss of my husband’s father, she prepared an entire meal for our family and brought it to school for us. Each of our meetings with Gloria would open in prayer, as she continually directed us to God’s purpose and plan for our son and our family. Gloria personifies the reason why I choose to send my children to our Lutheran schools. As a highly educated and experienced teacher with outstanding qualifications, she upholds the highest academic standards; beyond that, however, and even more importantly, her teaching is a ministry that powerfully changes the lives of students and families.”
Gloria’s principal also commented. “Her enthusiasm, her innovativeness, and her dedication to early childhood education are exemplary. Her flexibility in working with students, fellow teachers, and families has earned her the reputation as an excellent teacher who truly cares about children and their education. Under her leadership, the Kindergarten program has benefited by becoming more in tune to the individual academic and social needs of all children. Her expertise in Early Childhood curriculum has brought an academic rigor to our program that is appreciated by parents and fellow teachers.” 

Speaking of the greatest challenge to her teaching ministry, Ms. Lawrence says, “My greatest challenge as a Lutheran teacher is to teach Biblical truth daily in my classroom while the non-Christian, non-Lutheran beliefs and practices of the world are influencing my children on a regular basis. These beliefs oppose what we know to be truth as Christians. Teaching my children the truth from Scripture so that they may know God’s truth for eternity is my greatest challenge.”
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