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Pope Francis has made the corporal and spiritual works of mercy the central focus of the 

Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy. The Order of Malta was founded by Blessed Gerard with 

the mission of living the works of mercy. As members, we are invited during this jubilee year to 

integrate the works of mercy into our lives in an ever more profound way. 

 

A “charism” is the spiritual sense behind the active works in a movement within the Church. It is 

connected to the person of a founder but transcends it. It is a gift from God which is revealed to a 

founder but meant to be a wider blessing. It is an invitation for others to share in a mission 

initiated by the Lord through the founder. For the Order of Malta, Blessed Gerard received this 

inspiration and generously began the work of defending the faith and serving the sick and the 

poor. Circumstances changed radically over the centuries but the Order conserves this original 

charism and finds new ways to put it into practice.  

 

For individual members, we should always be seeking to animate our spiritual lives according to 

this charism. It is helpful to ponder the gift of this charism and ask how it is our path to grow in 

holiness rather than just a few good works that we do. I recommend meditating on the Beatitudes 

with some frequency and praying to Blessed Gerard for his intercession. The Jubilee Year of 

Mercy is a time of grace for the entire Church but most especially it offers to us a renewed vigor 

in living the works of mercy and a reminder of their importance. Over 900 years old, our charism 

is needed now more than ever! 
 


