
Milestones and Excellence in Volunteerism 
A Profile of Sheena Meurin 
 
Our section is blessed with many dedicated officials who collectively contribute immeasurable hours of 
volunteer service to the sport of figure skating.  It is a pleasure to be able to count decades of service 
amongst our ranks of officials.  Sheena Meurin has entered her forty-first year with Skate Canada as a 
judge, referee, technical controller, evaluator and clinic leader.  In these four decades she has performed 
many roles at the club, region, section, national and international levels.  Sheena became a judge in 1975.  
Shortly thereafter she was tapped to begin serving on skating committees.  She has a rich history of 
volunteerism.  Whenever the call went out to serve, Sheena readily accepted the role or task and has been 
a consistent contributor with attention to detail and excellence in everything in which she has been 
involved.   
 
At the section level she served as Judges Chair for four years and was the Skater Development Chair on 
three separate occasions.  She was appointed to the National Judges Committee and National Skater 
Development Committee and also served on the International Judges Committee. Sheena contributed to 
and designed judges manuals and training materials in singles and pairs.  Along the way she also served 
as a technical representative at numerous section and divisional competitions, conducted seminars at the 
section and national levels and was in high demand as a clinic leader for judge training in many sections 
across Canada.  She coordinated trial judge programs on a few occasions at the national championships 
and assisted with a trial program at Four Continents. 
 
In 1982 Sheena received her Canadian promotion and judged at the national championships for the next 
twenty five years in a row.  In 1988 Sheena received her International promotion and had her passport 
stamped in countries all over the world as she travelled to Croatia, Slovenia, Slovakia, Lake Placid, 
Oberstdorf, St. Gervais, Dresden, Chemnitz ,Prague, Malmo, Mexico City, Helsinki and Vienna  to name a 
few!  She had the privilege of judging at Cup of China, Cup of Russia, NHK, Skate America, Trophee Lalique, 
North American Challenge in Phoenix and the World University Games in Bulgaria.  In Canada, Sheena was 
active at the Sectional, Challenge, Junior National and Senior National Championships and also judged at 
Canada Winter Games and Arctic Winter Games.  Many great skating memories and friendships were 
formed during this time. 
 
In Alberta in the early 1980's, Sheena was appointed to the Game Plan 88 committee that was created to 
prepare our athletes for the 1988 Olympics in Calgary.  During the five year run up to the Olympics Sheena 
served as team leader and judge at the Arctic Blades competition in Los Angeles every summer.   
 
When the new judging system was introduced in 2005 Sheena was appointed as a CPC conductor and 
played a lead role in training judges in the new scoring system.  She then served as a technical officials 
committee member for seven years aiding in the recruitment of new technical officials and then chaired 
the committee for two years. As a technical controller in singles and pairs she held leadership positions 
on panels and assisted in mentoring new technical controllers. Collectively her contributions to the 
Section Evaluator Judges committee over the years can not be measured.   Her rich history of volunteerism 
combined with the depth of knowledge, leadership and deportment has bolstered officiating in the 
section and helped to build a strong pool of officials.  It would be interesting to know how many reports 
she has cumulatively written on judges over the years!  These are the unseen tasks that take many hours 
to complete, that help to develop the necessary standards and judging skills of individual officials.  
Sheena's feedback to officials was always fair, measured and balanced.  She has an incredible command 
of the ISU and Skate Canada rules, policies and standards and she expected you to meet them.  When you 



received a report and she recommended you for a promotion you knew that you earned it and it meant 
something to have her sign off on the promotion. 
 
Sheena's knowledge and dedication has also greatly benefited the athletes.  She has done countless hours 
of skater monitoring in Alberta and across Canada.  She has had many special moments watching skaters 
grow and gain experience and reach the goals they have set for themselves.  She recalls the honour and 
privilege at watching the Canadian flag raised as Canadian athletes reached the podium.  Sheena considers 
the time spent judging on panels, having the opportunity to do skater monitoring and being a part of the 
Kurt Browning era to be the highlights of her officiating career.  
 
Sheena always kept her volunteer service in skating in perspective.  As many officials know, the time factor 
involved in being a skating official can take over a lot of your life.  Although many evenings, weekends and 
vacation days were used to volunteer she found a way to fit it all in and balance her personal and work 
life.  Skating was a big part of her life but it was not the only part of her life.   
 
This profile would not be complete without some kind of 'panel story'. The panel of officials is always 
introduced at events and sometimes there are some mispronunciations of names that occur.  Mistakes 
can happen and no one takes it to heart and it is simply laughed off.  Sheena did just that when she was 
once introduced as Sheena 'Moron'! She has relayed this story many times and it always generates lots of 
laughter and no one laughs more than she does.   
 
At the 2016 Canadian Tire National Championships in Halifax, Sheena Meurin will be honoured by Skate 
Canada for her years of dedication and service as an official to the sport of figure skating.  Alberta-
NWT/Nunavut Section joins in saying a heartfelt 'thank you' to Sheena for the lasting contributions and 
impact she has made.  Sheena Meurin represents true excellence in volunteerism and we are proud to 
have her as a member of our officiating community.  Congratulations Sheena on this milestone 
achievement!  
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