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Dry again! Sunny,
high 42, low 27
B14

WEATHER

The Friars

beat Stony

Brook,

79-61, and

enter the

holiday

break with

an 8-3 record, while the

Rams rout Delaware State,

83-44, as five URI players

reach

double

figures,

topped

by a

game-

high 14 points from E.C.

Matthews.C1

PC and URI
both snare
big wins
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Mike

Stenhouse,

CEO of the

Rhode Island

Center for Freedom and

Prosperity, says, “according

to HUD, it is patently unfair

and socially unjust that

wealthy people can live in an

exclusive neighborhood.”

We check his claim. A8

Congress clears a $1.1-trillion

spending bill for President

Obama’s signature after day

of Senate intrigue capped by

a failed Republican chal-

lenge to the administration’s

new immigration policy.B1

Senate averts
shutdown

PROVIDENCE — The son of middle-class parents
who sacrificed to send him to Providence Country

Day School, John
Vitale was a stu-
dent at the Univer-
sity of Rhode Is-
land when the
symptoms of his
mental illness be-
gan to appear.
Hospitalized for
the first time, he
had to leave before
graduating. His

sickness was intensifying.
Nearly three decades later, Vitale, 48, continues

to live with mental illness. He has been repeatedly

Behind bars
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Louis Cerbo, left, clinical director for the Department of Corrections, with Lt. William Galligan in a cell at the
High Security Center. Some with mental illness end up here, at a per-person, per-year cost of $182,396.

Did I belong somewhere?
Yes. Was prison the
place? Absolutely not.

By G. WAYNE MILLER
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

SEE VITALE, A10

John Vitale

WASHINGTON — Family
members of young, unarmed
black men killed by the police
— from Michael Brown and
Eric Garner in recent months,
to Amadou Diallo more than
15 years ago — packed a stage
in front of the U.S. Capitol on
Saturday, using a shared fo-
rum to urge thousands of sup-
portive marchers to keep up
the pressure for changes to
the criminal justice system.

The march in Washington
coincided with marches
across the country, from icon-
ic Fifth Avenue in New York
to the Statehouse in Boston,
calling attention to the deaths
of unarmed black men at the
hands of police and urge law-
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Protests
honor
slain
blacks
Families of those
recently killed by the
police take center stage
in D.C. demonstration

By MATTHEW BARAKAT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SEE PROTESTS, A9

PROVIDENCE — This is
new patrolman James La-
nier’s last night riding along
with a training officer, fellow

patrolman
and eight-
year veteran
Brian Auclair.

Beyond the
disparity in
experience
and age —
Lanier is 22,
Auclair, 35 —
their most ob-
vious differ-
ence is appar-
ent to anyone
who spots
their SUV
cruiser pa-
trolling the
mist-shroud-

ed streets around the Chad
Brown housing complex.

Lanier is black; Auclair is
white.

If all goes well for Lanier,
the people on his beat may
someday come to know him as

On patrol,
reflections
about race
A black rookie, his white
training officer give their
takes on policing

By TOM MOONEY
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

SEE POLICE, A9

Lanier

Auclair

First of two parts
CRANSTON — An absence

of strong statewide leadership
and a fragmented, underfund-
ed public mental-health system
have resulted in hundreds of
people with mental illness be-
ing imprisoned at the Adult
Correctional Institutions.

Many have been arrested
only for petty crimes such as
shoplifting and trespassing.
Some worsen psychiatrically or
lose needed benefits behind
bars, creating a cascade of new
problems when they are re-
leased, as nearly all inmates
eventually are.

Much of this could be avoid-
ed.

Better community care of
people diagnosed with serious
mental illness could prevent
many imprisonments and re-
duce recidivism — and society

By G. WAYNE MILLER
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

SEE PRISON, A10

Part Two, Monday:What needs to be done?

Hundreds who need
care forced into ACI

PROVIDENCE — The groundbreaking Monday on
South Street Landing will be the figurative burial of Heri-
tage Harbor Museum and Dynamo House — two failed at-
tempts at restoring human energy to an electrical generat-
ing plant that once powered the city and much of the state.

The cornerstone of the new project is a nursing educa-
tion center, which, along with administrative offices, will
fill up the former South Street Power Station along the

PROVIDENCE

Hopes high for South Street Landing
This
cavernous
shell
of the old
Dynamo
House is
about to be
reborn.
Ground-
breaking for
the nursing
education
center will
be Monday.
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Nursing education center shared by RIC, URI
at former power station a catalyst for growth

By PAUL GRIMALDI
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

SEE STATION, A11

Wrap up your holiday shopping
list with The Journal’s picks of

local gifts
All About You, H1
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James, maybe learn that he
grew up in Westampton, N.J.,
played cornerback for Stone-
hill College and became a cop
because he wanted a job
where he worked on his feet,
where each day brought
something new. “I like talking
to people and fixing things.”

That’s the kind of personal
connection Auclair remem-
bers cultivating when he
joined the Providence police
force in 2006 and walked a
foot patrol on the East Side as
part of a department initiative
to improve community rela-
tions and to show police offi-
cers can be caring humans
and not just androids de-
manding your license and
registration.

But in recent weeks, as pro-
tests have swirled around de-
cisions by grand juries in Fer-
guson, Mo., and Staten Island,
N.Y., not to indict two white
police officers who killed two
unarmed black men, both Au-
clair and Lanier have found
themselves having to defend
their profession and dispel fal-
lacies, even to friends and
family.

Theirs is a perspective re-
ceiving little attention amid
the debate over how the police
deal with minorities.

When Lanier returned
home to New Jersey for
Thanksgiving, a couple of his
friends from high school
greeted the news of his career
choice with derision —
“You’re a cop?” they asked.

The revelation sparked a
discussion about the death of
Michael Brown in Ferguson,
shot to death after a scuffle
with white police officer Dar-
ren Wilson.

The grand jury declined to
indict Wilson after hearing
sometimes conflicting testi-
mony from more than 60 wit-
nesses. Wilson, who has since
resigned, told the grand jury
he first shot Brown, who he
believed to be a suspect in a
store robbery,
when Brown
reached into
his cruiser
and they
fought. Wil-
son fired
more shots at
Brown out-
side his cruis-
er after he
said Brown
came toward
him in a men-
acing fashion.

While his
friends saw
the incident
as an example of racial brutal-
ity, Lanier responded with his
view as a police officer.

“If I’m facing a threat or a
danger to my life, I’m not
thinking, ‘Oh, what color are
they?’ before I act,” he said.
“I’m thinking about a whole
bunch of different things be-
fore that: where are his
hands? What is his body posi-

tion? Do I have a past history
with this person? Race is not a
consideration when you only
have seconds” to act, he said.

The friends’ conversation
turned to the racial makeup of
the nine-member grand jury,
which included only three Af-
rican-Americans.

Lanier told his friends that
juries are chosen from pools
of registered voters and cen-
sus figures. If you’re not regis-
tering to vote or answering
census questions “you’re not
going to get a jury that is rep-
resentative of your communi-
ty.”

Recalling the conversa-
tions, as the light from the
cruiser’s computer screen il-
luminates his department
shoulder patch, Lanier said:
“It’s not all about race. You
have to look deeper into it.”

Misconceptions
Auclair says one of his big-

gest frustrations is how little
understanding the public has
about how police officers are

trained. The
lack of knowl-
edge leads to
misconcep-
tions.

For in-
stance, even
his wife asked
why Wilson
could not
have simply
shot Michael
Brown in the
arm or leg.
Auclair gave
her the same
explanation
he found him-
self giving

again two weeks ago in a Fall
River barbershop, when the
owner, knowing Auclair was a
police officer, asked his take
on recent events.

“We are trained to stop the
threat as quickly as possible,”
said Auclair. If that means
shooting someone, then that
means aiming at someone’s

vital mid-section — and con-
tinuing to shoot until the
threat is neutralized.

Several customers in the
barbershop listened as Au-
clair gave them a scenario:
what would they have a police
officer do if they were at the
Providence Place mall and a
crazed man with a gun was
coming toward them and their
families?

“Do you want that officer to
try to take that chance and
shoot him in the hand or the
arm, knowing he might still
keep firing and kill your fami-
ly? Or do you want that officer
to make sure that person is
stopped?”

Auclair said when he was
done, several customers came
over and shook his hand. One
of them said, “You know
what? I didn’t expect you to
talk like that.” And I said,
‘Well, what did you expect?’
And he said, ‘Like a typical
cop.’ They just think we’re out
there to give out tickets and
make everyone’s life misera-
ble. That’s not it.”

So many people rushed to
judgment about the Brown
killing without first hearing all
evidence the grand jury con-
sidered, Auclair says.

“Even some cops did,” he
says. “But look at all the infor-
mation that came out at the
end” — changing some of
those opinions. He hopes
prosecutors in New York will
also release more information
about the chokehold death of
Eric Garner by a police officer
in Staten Island. Even then he
will resist second-guessing
the officer — and the grand ju-
ry. “Situations change in a
matter of seconds, and you
have to react. I can’t judge the
police officer because I wasn’t
there.”

But a point people should
remember is this, Auclair
says: police officers are called
into situations to intervene
where crime or possible crime
has occurred. They are not, he
says, out looking for black

men to persecute.
“That’s not to say there

aren’t bad cops out there who
make bad decisions,” he says.
“Of course there are — just
like in any other profession.”

Stopping a car
Just off Smith Street, the

cruiser comes upon a car with
a broken taillight. Auclair,
who is driving, asks Lanier to
run the plate to see if it is reg-
istered. If it’s unregistered,
they will stop the car.

Pointing to the car, Auclair
says “I can’t tell right now if
the person driving that car is
white, black, Hispanic or
Asian.” But it’s not uncom-
mon that when he stops a car
driven by a black person, he
will be accused of stopping it
because the person is black.

“I’ll say, no, I stopped you
because you are driving an
unregistered car.” But that
driver will see it differently, he
knows.

Similarly, Auclair says, he’s
stopped black men on the
street fitting the description of
someone he’s received a re-
port about acting suspiciously
and been asked to investigate.

“Sometimes right off the
bat, even though I’m just talk-
ing to them, not accusing
them at that point, they might
say, ‘You know what, you’re

being racist, you’re harassing
me.’ I’ll explain to them that
‘Hey, I didn’t just pick you out
of a crowd. I picked you based
on someone who called the
police and the description that
was given.’”

Auclair says criminal pro-
filing is not racial profiling.

The car checks out fine.
They let it go.

Lanier says that when he
reflects back
on what hap-
pened in Fer-
guson and in
Staten Island,
he does so “not
as a black man
but how I’ve
been trained”
as a police offi-
cer.

But as a
black man,
does he see
those inci-
dents differ-
ently from his
partner to-
night?

“I don’t personally think it’s
about race,” says Lanier, who
grew up in the suburbs and re-
members only once being
stopped as a teenager by a po-
lice officer. (A headlight was
out on his car.) “I see it as: that
officer was trained that way.”

And though he and Auclair
have different skin colors

“when I put this uniform on, I
have the same risk of being
killed as he does. And we have
the same goal: we want to
make it home.”

In his eight years on the job,
Auclair says he’s had to draw
his gun maybe a dozen times,
often in domestic disputes or
cases where a mentally ill per-
son is threatening himself or
others with a weapon. He’s
never had to shoot.

“Ninety-nine percent” of
the Providence police force
has never shot anyone, he
says.

Winding down
It is slow on this wet night.

The pair respond to a report of
shoplifting at Walmart, where
Auclair spots a car parked ille-
gally in front of the store’s
doors. The car is running and
is unlocked.

The driver eventually re-
turns, a young Hispanic wom-
an, who has no ID. Her license
has been suspended, she says.
The car belongs to a friend.

When Auclair tells her he
won’t let her drive it home,
she swears at him under her
breath. But Auclair gives her a
break. Call the owner and
have her come and get it now,
he says, and it won’t be towed.
A few minutes later the owner
arrives. She, too, is Hispanic.
She thanks Auclair for not
having her car impounded.
“Happy holidays,” she says.

While the Providence Po-
lice Department has earned
praise for improving its com-
munity relations with minori-
ty groups over the last decade,
the local chapter of the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union has
issued reports criticizing the
department for racial profil-
ing because of the number of
minority drivers officers stop.

Auclair doesn’t predict
great improvements in race
relations anytime soon, espe-
cially in a society where, he
says, some parents teach their
children not to talk to police
officers, let alone cooperate
with them.

“That’s really a losing bat-
tle, so if I can’t win that, as
long as I know I’m doing
things the right way, that’s all
that matters.”

Lanier says police recruits
are taught to
expect ridi-
cule from the
moment they
have their
badges
pinned to
their blue
uniforms.

“Maybe in
some cases I
will have it
easier be-
cause I am
black,” he
says. But
“maybe
they’ll call
me a traitor

or Uncle Tom, or something
like that” as well. “I haven’t
heard that yet.”

Two cops. One black. One
white. But on this night, the
color that matters most to
them is blue.
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Patrolmen James Lanier, right, and Brian Auclair with an unattended car parked in front of a Walmart store in Providence with
the engine running and doors unlocked.

Patrolmen Brian Auclair, right, and James Lanier ticket a
pickup parked in front of a fire hydrant on Lyndhurst Avenue.

POLICE
Continued from A1

One black,
one white

“Sometimes right
off the bat ... I’m

just talking to them
... they might say,
‘You knowwhat,
you’re being
racist, you’re

harassing me.’”
Brian Auclair, veteran

patrolman

tmooney@providencejournal.com
(401) 277-7359

“If I’m facing a
threat or a danger
to my life, I’m not
thinking, ‘Oh, what
color are they?’
before I act. …
Race is not a

consideration.”
James Lanier, rookie

patrolman

makers to take action.
Washington protest march-

er Esaw Garner, widow of Er-
ic Garner, 43, who died in July
after being put in a chokehold
by New York City police dur-
ing an arrest for allegedly sell-
ing loose, untaxed cigarettes,
said, “My husband was a quiet
man, but he’s making a lot of
noise right now.”

“His voice will be heard. I
have five children in this
world and we are fighting not
just for him but for every-
body’s future, for everybody’s
past, for everybody’s present,
and we need to make it
strong.”

Arthur and Judy Warren,
65-year-old lawyers from
Pawtucket, who had marched
down Pennsylvania Avenue in
1969 to protest the Vietnam
War, joined the protest.

They carried homemade
signs. Hers read “JUSTICE
FOR ALL.” His read “INDICT
THE GRAND JURY.” His was
the attention-grabber.

“I’d say we had well over 50
people taking pictures of that
sign,” Arthur Warren said.
And they were interviewed by

reporters from France, Ger-
many and the Netherlands.
“And they all asked the same
question: You’re white. Why
are you here?”

But the protest “wasn’t
black versus white,” he said.
“And it wasn’t anti-police … .
It really was about solving the
problem.”

Part of the problem people
talked about during the
march was that “there’s too
close a relationship between
the prosecutor and the local
police,” he said. “In fact, a lot
of the conversation was: is the
prosecutor really the defense
attorney for the police?”

The police kept a low pro-
file during the protest.
Though cruisers could be
seen blocking off side streets
along Pennsylvania Avenue,
Judy Warren said, “I didn’t see
a police uniform all day.”

The marchers were “amaz-
ingly respectful,” she added.
“A couple of times in the
morning speeches the micro-
phones didn’t work … and
people literally stood silent.”

Arthur Warren says he saw
African-American mothers

pushing strollers with chil-
dren carrying little American
flags. “They still believe in the
foundations of our country,”
he said. “But they’re still wait-
ing. They’re still feeling
they’ve been disenfran-
chised.”

Nationally, marchers
chanted “I can’t breathe!”
“Hands up, don’t shoot!” and
waved signs reading “Black
lives matter!” Demonstrators
also staged “die-ins” as they
lay down across intersections
and in one city briefly scuffled
with police blocking an on-
ramp to a highway.

Organizers had predicted
5,000 people at the Washing-
ton march, but the crowd ap-
peared to far outnumber that.
They later said they believed
as many as 25,000 had shown
up. It was not possible to ver-
ify the numbers; Washington
police do not release crowd
estimates.

Garner’s mother, Gwen
Carr, called the demonstra-
tions a “history-making mo-
ment.”

“It’s just so overwhelming
to see all who have come to
stand with us today,” she said.
“I mean, look at the masses.
Black, white, all races, all reli-
gions. … We need to stand
like this at all times.”

Joining the Garners in

Washington were speakers
from the family of Tamir Rice,
a 12-year-old killed in Ohio as
he played with a pellet gun in
a park, and the mother of
Amadou Diallo, who in 1999
was shot and killed in the
Bronx by four New York City
police officers.

Diallo’s mother, Kadiatou
Diallo, reflected on how the
same issues being debated to-
day were debated when her
son was killed more than 15

years ago.
“We’ve been there so many

times,” she said. “Today we
are standing still and demand-
ing the same thing.”

Several speakers asked the
crowd to chant, “I can’t
breathe.” Garner, 43, had
gasped those words before his
death. Some protesters also
wore those words on shirts.

Washington and U.S. Park
police said they had made no
arrests in the capital protests.

In Boston, about two dozen
people were arrested for dis-
orderly conduct after scuf-
fling with officers.

The noisy march through
the heart of Manhattan
swelled to at least 25,000 peo-
ple, police said. It snarled traf-
fic but remained peaceful,
with no arrests reported by
late afternoon.

WITH REPORTS FROM JOUR-
NAL STAFF WRITER LYNN

ARDITI

PROTESTS Continued from A1

Marches staged across U.S.
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Demonstrators chant at Freedom Plaza in Washington, on Saturday, during the Justice for All
rally and march. Protest marches also took place in New York City and Boston.


