
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TO THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA: 
 

A COMPREHENSIVE  ANALYSIS OF 

POLITIFACT VIRGINIA’S 

QUESTIONABLE OBJECTIVITY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paid for by the Republican Party of Virginia. 

Not authorized by any candidate or candidate committee. 



1 
 

Memorandum 
 

July 10, 2012 
 

An Open Letter to the Commonwealth: 
 

For quite some time we’ve had growing concerns regarding 0ÏÌÉÔÉ&ÁÃÔ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁȭÓ approach 

towards Republicans in general, and in specific, “separating fact from fiction” against 

Republican candidates, officials and committees. On February 16th of this year, the 

Republican Party of Virginia had a meeting with the Editor and Publisher of the Richmond 

Times-Dispatch regarding the paper’s PolitiFact Virginia unit. In late April – two months 

later – we had a subsequent conference call to follow up on our original meeting.  
 

Since the original meeting – nearly five months ago – PolitiFact Virginia has meted-out 36 

rulings, not including recent “Ad Watch” articles.  Of those rulings, 26 targeted Republican 

candidates, elected officials, our State Party, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and American 

Crossroads. At the same time, PolitiFact Virginia handed down only 10 rulings on 

Democrats and one 3rd party organization.   
 

Even more troubling, since January 1, 2012 – in what many consider one of the top U.S. 

Senate races in the country – PolitiFact Virginia has published only two rulings (not 

including an amended ruling) on statements or claims made by former Governor Tim Kaine 

and one by a Democrat-leaning 3rd party organization (Majority PAC). However, PolitiFact 

Virginia has yet to publish a single ruling on any statements or claims made by the 

Democrat Party of Virginia or the Democrat Senatorial Campaign Committee relating to 

Virginia’s U.S. Senate race.  
 

During the same time period, PolitiFact Virginia has conducted at least twelve reviews of 

statements, claims or ads by Republican U.S. Senate candidates, the Republican Party of 

Virginia, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and American Crossroads in relation to this critical 

U.S. Senate race. 
 

PolitiFact Virginia purports to sit in objective judgment on the truthfulness of factual 

assertions by leading public figures, yet it fails to meet the very standard it claims to 

enforce.  An objective analysis shows that 0ÏÌÉÔÉ&ÁÃÔ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁȭÓ approach and rulings are 

heavily biased against leading Republican public officials and candidates in the 

Commonwealth, as well as Republican Party Committees and aligned 3rd party 

organizations.  This bias is evident in: 
 

1) The targeting of Republican political figures for lopsidedly disproportionate 

PolitiFact examination; 
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2) The showering of Republican politicians with suspiciously negative determinations; 

and 

3) The basing of these supposed “factual” determinations on highly subjective analysis 

and even opinion masquerading as “fact checks.” 

 

The information in the following comprehensive report shows that leading Republican 

figures and our allies have been repeated targets of biased rulings – lacking in objectivity – 

by PolitiFact Virginia and have no reason to believe that treatment will change. 

 

While the Republican Party of Virginia respects the Richmond Times-Dispatch, the paper’s 

editors, publisher, and its well-deserved reputation for fairness, we cannot continue to 

stand by while this bias persists, unfairly influencing Virginia voters’ perceptions of key 

state officials and potentially skewing election coverage and results. 

 

We believe the objective evidence assembled here provides ample reason for the public to 

question 0ÏÌÉÔÉ&ÁÃÔ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁȭÓ objectivity. Based on the compelling data contained herein we 

believe any Republican official or candidate in Virginia would be justified in publicly 

indicting 0ÏÌÉÔÉ&ÁÃÔ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁȭÓ pattern of bias, and publicly refusing to participate in or 

cooperate with their analyses unless and until such time the Richmond Times-Dispatch can 

substantively and publicly address the underlying concerns about their PolitiFact Virginia 

team’s lack of objectivity. Each official and candidate can make their own decision on 

participation with PolitiFact Virginia going forward. 

 

Of course this is neither an easy nor pleasant step to take for us or any official or campaign, 

and it would be especially regrettable given the Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ long history of 

fair and responsible coverage of Virginia politics. On the other hand, acquiescing in 

continuing one-sided coverage presented as disinterested “fact checking” is not an 

acceptable alternative for the Republican Party, nor is it fair for Virginians who deserve to 

know the truth as they engage in the political process. 

 

We, therefore, ask that you consider the facts presented here on their merits. We are 

confident you will agree that our objections are, at least to a very considerable extent, 

legitimate. 

 

Thank you, 

 

The Republican Party of Virginia 

The Richard D. Obenshain Center 

115 E. Grace Street 

Richmond, VA 23219 
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PolitiFact Virginia 

Background 

Founded In 2007 By The St. Petersburg Times, PolitiFact Won A Pulitzer 

Prize 
 

ȰThe Original PolitiFact Site Was Started By The St. Petersburg Times In 2007 And 

Won The 2009 Pulitzer Prize For National Reporting.ȱ  (Daniel Finnegan, “Times-Dispatch Launches 

Website To Fact-Check Politicians,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 10/26/10) 
 

¶ “Since then, seven other state PolitiFact sites have been launched with other 

newspaper partners.”  (Daniel Finnegan, “Times-Dispatch Launches Website To Fact-Check Politicians,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatch, 10/26/10) 

PolitiFact And Similar Organizations Provide Valuable “Objective 

Reporting” 
 

ȰPolitiFact, Factcheck.Org, And The Fact Checker Are Proving A Valuable Addition To 

Good, Objective Reporting.ȱ “If politics makes strange bedfellows, every one of them is 

afflicted with the same bedbug: the inability to tell the whole truth and nothing but the 

truth. Which is why organizations like PolitiFact, Factcheck.org, and The Fact Checker are 

proving a valuable addition to good, objective reporting.”  (“Truth? Or Not?” The Free Lance-Star, 1/3/12) 

 

¶ “The presumably objective fact-checkers pick and choose through the millions of 

claims made by politicians and weigh them against reality.”  (“Truth? Or Not?” The Free Lance-

Star, 1/3/12) 

In Late October 2010, The Richmond Times-Dispatch Announced The 

Creation Of “PolitiFact Virginia” 
 

ȰThe Richmond Times-Dispatch Is Partnering With The St. Petersburg Times In 

Florida To Launch Politifactvirginia.Com, A Website Dedicated To Fact-Checking 

Statements Made By Elected Officials And Other Political Figures Around The State.ȱ  
(Daniel Finnegan, “Times-Dispatch Launches Website To Fact-Check Politicians,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 10/26/10) 
 

ȰIn Addition To Powering Politifactvirginia.Com, The Truth-O-Meter Rulings Also 

Will Appear In The Times-Dispatch, Usually On The Front Page Of The Metro 

Section.ȱ  (Daniel Finnegan, “Times-Dispatch Launches Website To Fact-Check Politicians,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 10/26/10) 

 

 

http://fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2012/012012/01032012/673592
http://fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2012/012012/01032012/673592
http://fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2012/012012/01032012/673592
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The PolitiFact Virginia Principles 
 

ȰThe Underlying Principle Is That Factchecking Is A Special Form Of Journalism That 

Demands Solid Research And Transparency.ȱ  (Daniel Finnegan, “Times-Dispatch Launches Website To Fact-

Check Politicians,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 10/26/10) 

 

ȰThe Research Begins By Checking With The Source Of The Statement To See From 

Where Their Facts Came.ȱ  (Daniel Finnegan, “Times-Dispatch Launches Website To Fact-Check Politicians,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatch, 10/26/10) 

 

ȰPolitiFact Virginia Will Use Multiple Sources And Strive To Use Nonpartisan Experts 

Whenever Possible.ȱ  (Daniel Finnegan, “Times-Dispatch Launches Website To Fact-Check Politicians,” Richmond Times-

Dispatch, 10/26/10) 
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Overview 

PolitiFact Disproportionately Puts Republicans Under The Microscope 
 

Since Launching In Late October 2010, PolitiFact Virginia Has Ruled Approximately 

208 Times, As Of July 10th, 2012. According to the Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact 

Virginia website, the fact-checkers have ruled on 208 ads, claims or statements on issues.  
(Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 
 

¶ Note: Analysis includes candidates, elected officials, party officials, party 

committees and organizations/3rd party groups that are either affiliated with a 

party or clearly advocate/identify for/with one party. Analysis does not include a 

handful of rulings on statements made by non-partisan government officials or 

entities, like the Virginia Lottery. Analysis also does not include PolitiFactȭs “Bob-O-

Meter” or “Ad Watch” articles not listed under the “Virginia Truth-O-Meter.” 

 

Of The 208 Rulings, 124 Have Targeted Republicans And 84 Have Targeted 

Democrats.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

 

¶ Republicans Have Been The Target Of PolitiFact 60% Of The Time.  (Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

PolitiFact Unduly Rules Against Republicans And In Favor Of Democrats 
 

Despite The Large Discrepancy Between Rulings On Republicans And Democrats, 

PolitiFact Has Ruled Disproportionately Against Republicans And In Favor Of 

Democrats: 
 

PolitiFact Rulings By Party And By Category: 
 

 
(Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 
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http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
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Despite ȰFact Checkingȱ Republicans In 40 More Instances Than Democrats, 

PolitiFact Ruled Disproportionately Against Republicans: 

 

¶ PolitiFact found Republicans “mostly false” on twice as many occasions as 

Democrats.  (Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ 0ÏÌÉÔÉ&ÁÃÔ Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

 

¶ PolitiFact ruled Republicans “false” 24 times; a 40% higher rate than for Democrats.  
(Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ 0ÏÌÉÔÉ&ÁÃÔ Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

 

¶ PolitiFact deemed Republicans committed a “full flop” three times as many times as 

Democrats.  (Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ 0ÏÌÉÔÉ&ÁÃÔ Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

Republican Political Figures Targeted More Often Than Democrats 
 

U.S. House Majority Leader Eric Cantor Has Been Targeted 15 Times, Or 12% Of 

Rulings On Republicans.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 
 

¶ Combined, U.S. Representatives Gerry Connolly (4), Jim Moran (8) And Bobby Scott 

(7), Have Been Targeted Only Four More Times Than Cantor.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 
 

Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell Has Been Targeted 25 Times, Or 20% Of Rulings 

On Republicans.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 
 

¶ Terry McAuliffe, A Frontrunner For The Democrat Nomination For Governor In 

2013, Has Been Targeted 3 Times.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 
 

U.S. Senate Candidate George Allen Has Been Targeted 20 Times, Or 16% Of Rulings 

On Republicans.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 
 

¶ Former Democrat National Committee Chairman And U.S. Senate Candidate Tim 

Kaine Has Been Targeted 14 Times.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 
 

Republican Congressmen Randy Forbes (6), Robert Hurt (6) And Scott Rigell (5) All 

Received Nearly As Many ȰFact Checksȱ As U.S. Senator Mark Warner, Who Was 

Targeted 6 Times On Rulings On Democrats.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 

7/10/12) 
 

U.S. Senator Jim Webb Has Only Been Targeted Three Times.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact 

Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

 

President Barack Obama Has Been Fact Checked Only Twice.   (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
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The Weekend Dump 
 

A Time Tested Strategy To Bury Bad News Is To Dump It On A Friday, Hoping That It 

Will Largely Go Unnoticed By The Press And The Public: 
 

¶ “The Friday-Afternoon News Dump Is A Time-Honored Tradition In Washington.”  
(Emily Heil, “EPA Guilty Of The ‘Friday News Dump’ Phenomenon,” The Washington Post, 11/9/11) 

 

¶ “When Newsmakers Release A Tidbit On A Friday Afternoon, Chances Are, It’s Not 

Something That Puts Them In The Best Light.”  (“The Art Of The Friday News-Dump,” National Journal, 

8/12/11) 
 

¶ “Often, The White House Sets The Release Of Bad News And Unflattering Documents 

To Late Friday Afternoon.”  (“Michele Norris, “Sifting Through The Friday News Dump,” NPR, 6/30/05) 
 

¶ “If It’s Friday, The White House Has Got The Document Dump.”  (Jennifer Rubin, “Morning 

Bits,” The Washington Post, 10/30/11) 
 

PolitiFact Is More Likely To Dump Positive Republican Rulings Late On A Friday, Or 

Over The Course Of The Weekend, As Well As Save Negative Republican Rulings For 

Publication During The Week (Monday Through Thursday): 
 

¶ 12 Republican Statements Ruled By PolitiFact As “True,” “Mostly True,” And “Half-

True” Were Dumped Between Friday (After 5 P.M.) And Sunday.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Issued Only Two “False” And One “Pants On Fire” Ruling On Republican 

Statements During The Weekend (Starting After 5 P.M. On Friday), Saving 37 

“Mostly False,” “False,” “Pants On Fire,” And “Full Flop” Reports To Be Issued 

Between Monday And Thursday.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 
 

o In Fact, On Saturday Or Sunday, PolitiFact Issued Only One “False,” Ruling, 

But Has Not Issued Any “False,” “Pants On Fire,” “Half Flip” Or “Full Flop” 

Rulings On Republican Statements.  (Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ 0ÏÌÉÔÉ&ÁÃÔ Website, Accessed 

7/10/12) 
 

o Whereas 4 “False” Rulings On Democrats Were Buried On A Saturday.  
(Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ 0ÏÌÉÔÉ&ÁÃÔ Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

 

¶ PolitiFact Issued 6 “Mostly False,” 9 “False,” And 2 “Pants On Fire” Rulings On A 

Monday For A Total Of 17 Negative Rulings Against Republicans. Conversely, 

PolitiFact Issued 3 “Mostly False,” 3 “False,” And No “Pants On Fire” Rulings On A 

Monday For A Total Of 6 Negative Rulings Against Democrats.  (Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ 

PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/in-the-loop/post/epa-guilty-of-the-friday-news-dump-phenomenon/2011/11/08/gIQAFwEY5M_blog.html
http://www.nationaljournal.com/the-art-of-the-friday-news-dump-20110722
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4725120
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/right-turn/post/morning-bits/2011/10/28/gIQAhXyvSM_blog.html
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/
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PolitiFact Virginia Bias: Targeted Case Study #1 

PolitiFact Not A Fan Of Texas Governor Rick Perry’s Record On Job 

Creation In Ruling Against Republican Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell 
 

In An Argument Based Largely On Semantics, PolitiFact Found ȰMostly Falseȱ Virginia 

Governor Bob McDonnellȭs Praise For Texas Governor Rick Perryȭs Record Of Job 

Creation: 
 

“The governor hailed the economic record of Texas, run by his fellow 

Republican, Gov. Rick Perry.”  (Jacob Geiger, “McDonnell Says Texas, Under Gov. Perry Has Created 

Half Of U.S. Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/6/11) 

 

“‘Under Gov. Rick Perry’s leadership [Texas] has created more jobs over the 

last decade than the rest of the states combined,’ McDonnell wrote.”  (Jacob 

Geiger, “McDonnell Says Texas, Under Gov. Perry Has Created Half Of U.S. Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 7/6/11) 
 

“We wondered if Perry’s record on creating jobs matched McDonnell’s 

claim.”  (Jacob Geiger, “McDonnell Says Texas, Under Gov. Perry Has Created Half Of U.S. Jobs,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/6/11) 
 

“We rate McDonnell’s claim Barely True. Editor’s note: This statement was 

rated Barely True when it was published. On July 27, 2011, we changed the 

name for the rating to Mostly False.”  (Jacob Geiger, “McDonnell Says Texas, Under Gov. Perry Has 

Created Half Of U.S. Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/6/11) 
 

PolitiFact Admitted Bureau Of Labor Statistics Figures Showed Texas Outperformed 

The Rest Of The Nation: 
 

“According to the BLS, Texas had a net gain of 907,000 jobs between 

December 2000 and December 2010. The entire payroll in the U.S. grew by 

1.6 million jobs during the span.”  (Jacob Geiger, “McDonnell Says Texas, Under Gov. Perry Has 

Created Half Of U.S. Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/6/11) 

 

“That means of the 19 states that gained jobs during the first decade of 

Perry’s governorship, including the District of Columbia, Texas accounted for 

56 percent of the gain.”  (Jacob Geiger, “McDonnell Says Texas, Under Gov. Perry Has Created Half Of U.S. 

Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/6/11) 
 

But PolitiFact Found Fault With McDonnellȭs Assertion Over The Word ȰCreateȱ: 
 

“But McDonnell did not say it that way. He wrote that Texas “has created 

more jobs over the last decade than the rest of the states combined.” The 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/06/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnell-says-texas-under-gov-perry-has-created-h/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/06/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnell-says-texas-under-gov-perry-has-created-h/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/06/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnell-says-texas-under-gov-perry-has-created-h/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/06/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnell-says-texas-under-gov-perry-has-created-h/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/06/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnell-says-texas-under-gov-perry-has-created-h/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/06/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnell-says-texas-under-gov-perry-has-created-h/
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statistics he cites ignore any positions created in the 31 states where job 

losses outnumbered gains over that time, and it also fails to capture all 

positions added in states with job gains.”  (Jacob Geiger, “McDonnell Says Texas, Under Gov. 

Perry Has Created Half Of U.S. Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/6/11) 
 

“Consider California, for example, which had a net loss of 340,000 jobs over 

the decade. Does that that mean no positions were created in California 

during the span? Of course not. But the figures McDonnell cites do not count 

any of the new jobs created at Facebook and Google because California’s 

overall employment dropped.”  (Jacob Geiger, “McDonnell Says Texas, Under Gov. Perry Has Created 

Half Of U.S. Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/6/11) 
 

“By excluding all states with net job losses -- regardless of any gains in those 

states -- the Texas share of new jobs in the U.S. is overblown.”  (Jacob Geiger, 

“McDonnell Says Texas, Under Gov. Perry Has Created Half Of U.S. Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

7/6/11) 
 

Even Though PolitiFact Was Troubled By McDonnellȭs Use Of The Word ȰCreate,ȱ 

PolitiFact Itself Admitted There Is No ȰNational Authorityȱ That Compiles ȰJob 

Creation Figuresȱ: 

 

“But the Virginia governor used net job numbers. Those are different from 

job creation figures, which are not compiled by the BLS or other national 

authority. So using net job numbers and calling them job creation figures is a 

case of comparing apples to oranges.”  (Jacob Geiger, “McDonnell Says Texas, Under Gov. Perry 

Has Created Half Of U.S. Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/6/11) 
 

PolitiFact Virginia Ignored Or Dismissed Another Ruling From The PolitiFact Family 

That Found Governor Perryȭs Record Of Job ȰCreationȱ True: 

 

In September 2009, The Austin American-Statesman’s PolitiFact Ruled 

Perryȭs Claim ȰTrueȱ That Texas ȰCreatedȱ More Jobs Than All Other 

States Combined In The Last Decade.ȱ “In a recent TV ad, Gov. Rick Perry 

boasts that Texas is ‘open for business.’ . . . ‘We’ve created more than 850,000 

jobs, more than all the other states combined,’ Perry says in the Sept. 12 spot. 

. . . The Perry campaign pointed us to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 

which tracks jobs in each state. In January 2001, shortly after Perry became 

governor, Texas had 9,542,400 nonfarm jobs. As of June: 10,395,800. That’s a 

net gain of 853,400 jobs, a surge of 8.9 percent. . . . Texas, the second-largest 

state, has created more jobs than any other state in Perry’s time as governor. 

. . . Significantly, Perry doesn’t overtly take personal credit for the state 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/06/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnell-says-texas-under-gov-perry-has-created-h/
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leading the nation in jobs gained over his years as governor. We rate his 

statement as True.”  (Ciara O’Rourke, “Gov. Rick Perry Says Texas Has Created More Than 850,000 Jobs, 

More Than The Other States Combined,” Austin American-Statesmanȭs PolitiFact, 9/23/10) 
 

PolitiFact Also Disregarded Reports That Were Available At The Time Regarding 

Texasȭ Booming Economy: 

 

In The Decade Since Perry Assumed The Governorship, Texas Grew Into 

The Second Largest Economy In The Country. “Texas became the USA’s 

second-largest economy during the past decade — displacing New York and 

perhaps heading one day toward challenging California — in one of the 

biggest economic shifts in the past half-century.”  (Dennis Cauchon, “Texas Wins In U.S. 

Economy Shift,” USA Today, 6/21/11) 

PolitiFact Erroneously Ruled Against McDonnell’s Comparative Record On 

Jobs Versus Tim Kaine 
 

PolitiFact Defended Then-Democrat National Committee Chairman Tim Kaine When 

It Ruled ȰHalf Trueȱ McDonnellȭs Comparison Of His Record Of Job Creation Versus 

That Of Former Governor Tim Kaine: 

 

McDonnell: “Since February 2010, Virginia has added 67,900 net new jobs, 

the third-highest number in the nation. We ranked 35th in this same category 

in 2009.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Says His Job Creation Record Tops Former Gov. Tim Kaine’s,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/14/11) 
 

“We sensed some unspoken political score settling within the statement. 

After all, Democrat Tim Kaine was governor in 2009. And McDonnell, a 

Republican, was governor for all but the first two weeks of 2010.”  (Jacob Geiger, 

“Gov. Bob McDonnell Says His Job Creation Record Tops Former Gov. Tim Kaine’s,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 1/14/11) 
 

“. . . we find McDonnell’s claim Half True.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Says His Job 

Creation Record Tops Former Gov. Tim Kaine’s,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/14/11) 
 

Rather Than Compare The Number Of Jobs Created Or Lost -- Or Unemployment 

Statistics For That Matter -- During McDonnellȭs Time As Governor Against Kaineȭs 

Tenure As Governor, PolitiFact Decided To Compare Apples To Oranges By Looking 

At Virginiaȭs Performance Against ȰThe Rest of The Nationȱ: 

 

“We wondered about two things: Are those rankings correct, and do they 

provide an accurate picture of Virginia’s job growth compared to the rest of 

http://www.politifact.com/texas/statements/2010/sep/23/rick-perry/gov-rick-perry-says-texas-has-created-more-850000-/
http://www.usatoday.com/money/economy/2011-06-20-state-gdp-growth_n.htm
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the nation?”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Says His Job Creation Record Tops Former Gov. Tim 

Kaine’s,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/14/11) 

 

“Stacey Johnson, McDonnell’s press secretary, told us the figures were taken 

from the federal Bureau of Labor Statistics, which gathers the nation’s job 

and unemployment information. According BLS, Virginia lost 94,600 jobs 

during 2009, the 35th best performance of any state.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob 

McDonnell Says His Job Creation Record Tops Former Gov. Tim Kaine’s,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

1/14/11) 
 

“But how relevant are net job figures, when each state has a different 

population? Should we be using a percentage-based figure instead, to 

account for the different populations in the various states?”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob 

McDonnell Says His Job Creation Record Tops Former Gov. Tim Kaine’s,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

1/14/11) 
 

“If we examine the figures on a percentage basis, the state’s performance 

suddenly looks better. Those 94,600 jobs represented 2.56 percent of the 

state’s employed population. That 2.56 percent drop in jobs places Virginia’s 

performance 14th best nationally.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Says His Job Creation 

Record Tops Former Gov. Tim Kaine’s,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/14/11) 
 

PolitiFact Said By Using ȰRaw Numbers,ȱ McDonnell Was Correct About His Record Of 

Job Creation Versus Tim Kaine: 

 

“McDonnell has used raw numbers to draw the starkest contrast with Kaine. 

Under that set of numbers, which measure total jobs gained or lost each year, 

the governor accurately said Virginia ranked 35th under Kaine and third 

under the McDonnell administration.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Says His Job Creation 

Record Tops Former Gov. Tim Kaine’s,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/14/11) 
 

But Then PolitiFact Went On To Apply The Apples To Oranges Analysis By Comparing 

Virginia To Other States To Claim Kaine Did A Better Job, Going So Far As To Give 

Kaine A ȰB+ȱ For Job Creation Performance: 

 

“But percentages tell a more complete story. Based on percentage of the 

work force, Virginia’s job creation went from being 14th under Kaine to fifth 

under McDonnell, which is not nearly as dramatic.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell 

Says His Job Creation Record Tops Former Gov. Tim Kaine’s,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/14/11) 
 

“McDonnell has used a selective set of data to imply Virginia went from being 

a ‘D’ student under Kaine to an ‘A’ student under the new administration. But 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/14/bob-mcdonnell/gov-bob-mcdonnell-says-his-job-creation-record-top/
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that fails to provide the necessary context provided by percentages. In reality 

Virginia went from a ‘B+’ performance under Kaine to an ‘A’ performance 

under McDonnell.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Says His Job Creation Record Tops Former Gov. 

Tim Kaine’s,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/14/11) 

PolitiFact Used Other Fact Checkers To Dispel McDonnell’s Transportation 

Plan 
 

On Another Occasion, PolitiFact Ruled ȰMostly Falseȱ McDonnellȭs Assertion That 

Spending $100 Million On Construction Would Create 3,000 Jobs: 

 

“Gov. Bob McDonnell has been pitching his $4 billion transportation plan as a 

vehicle that will deliver thousands of new jobs to Virginia.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob 

McDonnell Claims His $4 Billion Transportation Plan Will Generate Thousands Of Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 1/22/11) 
 

“‘It is estimated that every $100 million spent on construction generates 

3,000 new jobs,’ McDonnell, a Republican, said in his State of the 

Commonwealth address on Jan. 12.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Claims His $4 Billion 

Transportation Plan Will Generate Thousands Of Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/22/11) 

 

“We kicked the tires on the governor’s claim.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Claims 

His $4 Billion Transportation Plan Will Generate Thousands Of Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

1/22/11) 
 

“McDonnell had some rich data in his tank and overshot his exit. We rate his 

statement Barely True. Editor’s note: This statement was rated Barely True 

when it was published. On July 27, 2011, we changed the name for the rating 

to Mostly False.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Claims His $4 Billion Transportation Plan Will 

Generate Thousands Of Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/22/11) 
 

But As PolitiFact Notes, A Federal Highway Administration Report Showed That 

McDonnellȭs Claim Was True: 

 

“A spokesman for the governor steered us to a 2007 report by the Federal 

Highway Administration that examined the effect of road construction on 

jobs. The paper updated similar studies from 1997 and 2005.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. 

Bob McDonnell Claims His $4 Billion Transportation Plan Will Generate Thousands Of Jobs,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/22/11) 
 

“The FHWA says highway spending can create three types of jobs. There are 

construction jobs where people work directly on a road project or work to 

produce materials like the concrete, signs and guardrails. You also have 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/14/bob-mcdonnell/gov-bob-mcdonnell-says-his-job-creation-record-top/
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supporting jobs, such as at a firm that makes sheet steel and sells it to the 

company that makes guardrails.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Claims His $4 Billion 

Transportation Plan Will Generate Thousands Of Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/22/11) 
 

“And finally there are ‘induced’ positions, which the FHWA says ‘includes all 

of the jobs supported by consumer expenditures resulting from wages’ in the 

other two categories. For example, when the road builder and the guardrail 

maker go to lunch, the money they spend helps keep the waiter and chef 

employed, meaning their jobs are partially supported by wages earned from 

road construction.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Claims His $4 Billion Transportation Plan Will 

Generate Thousands Of Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/22/11) 
 

“The report says $100 million in spending supports 1,030 construction jobs, 

467.5 support industry jobs and 1,509.4 induced jobs. Add those figures up 

and you get 3,006.9 jobs.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Claims His $4 Billion Transportation 

Plan Will Generate Thousands Of Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/22/11) 
 

Regardless, PolitiFact’s Mind Was Already Made Up, Citing Another Fact Check 

Organization To Justify Its Ruling: 

 

“But, as TBD.com reporter Kevin Robillard pointed out when he examined 

the claim, the FHWA report has caveats. Some highway projects require 

spending to purchase right-of-way for new lanes or ramps, meaning there is 

less money available to spend on those construction workers. The FHWA 

says the average Federal-aid highway project has historically used 7 percent 

of its funds for land purchases. Those purchases would reduce the jobs 

created to 2,780 for each $100 million spent.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Claims 

His $4 Billion Transportation Plan Will Generate Thousands Of Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

1/22/11) 
 

Showing They Did Their Homework To Get Around The Supported Facts, PolitiFact 

Used Caveats And Variables To Rule Against McDonnell: 

 

“McDonnell drew the data from a reputable government source. He used the 

most recent version of the study in making his claim. But there are several 

flaws in his conclusion.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Claims His $4 Billion Transportation Plan 

Will Generate Thousands Of Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/22/11) 
 

“He wrongly says $100 million in construction ‘generates 3,000 new jobs.’”  
(Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Claims His $4 Billion Transportation Plan Will Generate Thousands Of Jobs,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/22/11) 
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“The FHWA says each $100 million block of spending ‘supported’ 3,000 jobs, 

not created or generated. Much of that $100 million would preserve existing 

jobs, not create new ones.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Claims His $4 Billion Transportation 

Plan Will Generate Thousands Of Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/22/11) 

 

“And of those ‘supported’ jobs, just one-third are directly tied to the 

construction project. More than half are supposed to stem from trickle-down 

spending as the wages received by construction or other road-related 

workers are spent. If the wages get diverted to paying down credit card debt 

or saving for retirement, that spending is diminished.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob 

McDonnell Claims His $4 Billion Transportation Plan Will Generate Thousands Of Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 1/22/11) 
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PolitiFact Virginia Bias: Targeted Case Study #2 

PolitiFact Consistently Rules Against U.S. House Majority Leader Eric 

Cantor (R-VA) 
 

PolitiFact Ruled ȰMostly Falseȱ Cantorȭs Assertion That Letting The Bush Tax Cuts 

Expire Would Raise Taxes On Small Business: 

 

“Cantor, like many Republicans, says raising the highest income bracket will 

penalize small businesses.”  (Warren Fiske, “Eric Cantor Says Expiration Of Bush Tax Cuts Will Raise 

Small Business Taxes,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/26/10) 
 

“Since Cantor is playing a huge role in the national debate on taxes, Virginia 

PolitiFact examined his claims.”  (Warren Fiske, “Eric Cantor Says Expiration Of Bush Tax Cuts Will 

Raise Small Business Taxes,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/26/10) 
 

“Would ending the Bush tax cuts raise levies on small businesses, as Cantor’s 

says? Sure, some extremely successful small businesses would be affected, 

but probably not many.”  (Warren Fiske, “Eric Cantor Says Expiration Of Bush Tax Cuts Will Raise Small 

Business Taxes,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/26/10) 
 

“We rate the claim Barely True. Editor’s note: This statement was rated 

Barely True when it was published. On July 27, 2011, we changed the name 

for the rating to Mostly False.”  (Warren Fiske, “Eric Cantor Says Expiration Of Bush Tax Cuts Will 

Raise Small Business Taxes,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/26/10) 
 

PolitiFact Discounts What Qualifies As A Small Business, Going So Far As To Say 

There Is No ȰConcrete Definition Of A Small Business Ownerȱ And The Size Of A Small 

Business Is Impossible To Determine: 

 

“It’s impossible to know how many of these taxpayers are small business 

owners.”  (Warren Fiske, “Eric Cantor Says Expiration Of Bush Tax Cuts Will Raise Small Business Taxes,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/26/10) 
 

“The debate narrows to how many of these wealthy taxpayers should be 

considered small business owners -- a determination, as we’ve said, that’s 

impossible.”  (Warren Fiske, “Eric Cantor Says Expiration Of Bush Tax Cuts Will Raise Small Business Taxes,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/26/10) 
 

“Although there’s no concrete definition of a small business owner, it seems 

reasonable to us that he or she would make half of his or her income from 
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business ventures.”  (Warren Fiske, “Eric Cantor Says Expiration Of Bush Tax Cuts Will Raise Small 

Business Taxes,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/26/10) 
 

“Their average business income is $718,827, according to the Tax Policy 

Center, whose figures Cantor sometimes uses. That hardly sounds like a 

corner shop owner, whose image Cantor seems to invoke when he says 

Democrats are trying to raise taxes on small businesses.”  (Warren Fiske, “Eric Cantor 

Says Expiration Of Bush Tax Cuts Will Raise Small Business Taxes,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/26/10) 
 

Impossible? PolitiFact Wholly Ignores The Fact Small Businesses Are Defined By The 

Small Business Administration (SBA) ɀ An Entity Of The Federal Government 

Designed To Advocate For Small Businesses And Loan Money To Help Small 

Businesses: 

 

“SBA defines a small business concern as one that is independently owned 

and operated, is organized for profit, and is not dominant in its field.”  (“What Is 

SBA’s Definition Of A Small Business Concern?” U.S. Small Business Administration) 
 

 “The Office of Advocacy defines a small business as an independent business 

having fewer than 500 employees.”  (“Frequently Asked Questions,” U.S. Small Business 

Administration) 
 

Ironically, PolitiFact Later Ruled A Claim By Cantor As ȰTrueȱ That ȰSmall Businesses 

Create 70% Of U.S. Jobsȱ Using SBA Data PolitiFact Previously Dismissed Or Ignored: 

 

“‘Small businesses are the driving force of the economy and create 70 percent 

of the jobs in America,’ Cantor, R-7th, said in a Nov. 25 news release stating 

his support for legislation that would make it more difficult for Washington 

to impose regulations on small companies.”  (Sean Gorman, “Cantor Says Small Businesses 

Create 70 Percent Of U.S. Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/30/11) 
 

“We wondered if small firms really create more than two-thirds of jobs in the 

U.S. So we asked Cantor’s office what his statement was based on.”  (Sean Gorman, 

“Cantor Says Small Businesses Create 70 Percent Of U.S. Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/30/11) 
 

“Megan Whittemore, a spokeswoman for Cantor, directed us to a September 

2010 report from the Small Business Administration’s Office of Advocacy. 

The study said that 60 to 80 percent of all new jobs come from small 

businesses.”  (Sean Gorman, “Cantor Says Small Businesses Create 70 Percent Of U.S. Jobs,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/30/11) 
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“What, exactly, is a small business? Federal tax law does not offer a standard 

definition of the term. The SBA, however, defines a small business as an 

enterprise with fewer than 500 employees.”  (Sean Gorman, “Cantor Says Small Businesses 

Create 70 Percent Of U.S. Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/30/11) 
 

“The SBA research shows small companies typically generate the most net 

new jobs -- a figure that takes into account job creation from start-ups and 

expansions as well as job losses from business closings and contractions.”  
(Sean Gorman, “Cantor Says Small Businesses Create 70 Percent Of U.S. Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

12/30/11) 
 

“Data from the Small Business Administration and the Bureau of Labor 

Statistics show that statement is correct when talking about the new jobs 

created in the private sector, which provides the majority of the jobs in the 

U.S.”  (Sean Gorman, “Cantor Says Small Businesses Create 70 Percent Of U.S. Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 12/30/11) 
 

“We rate the claim True.”  (Sean Gorman, “Cantor Says Small Businesses Create 70 Percent Of U.S. 

Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/30/11) 
 

PolitiFact Rated As ȰHalf Trueȱ Cantorȭs Claim That ȰLess Government Spending 

Equals More Private Sector Jobsȱ: 

 

“Rep. Eric Cantor, R-Va., has focused on two topics since becoming House 

majority leader in January: spending and jobs.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor Says Less 

Government Spending Equals More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

“He linked the two in a March 4 news release. ‘To put it simply: less 

government spending equals more private sector jobs.’”  (Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor 

Says Less Government Spending Equals More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

“We set out to see if economists -- and past economic data -- agree with 

Cantor, who returned to this theme in a March 15 press conference with 

other Republicans.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor Says Less Government Spending Equals More Private 

Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

“Cantor may be right with his prescription of lower spending to spur higher 

job growth. But he goes too far when he asserts a cut equals more private 

sector jobs. No one knows for sure. The congressman is presenting an 

economic theory as established fact. We rate this claim Half True.”  (Jacob Geiger, 

“Eric Cantor Says Less Government Spending Equals More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
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But PolitiFact Admits During Periods In Which The Government Cut Spending Private 

Sector Growth Soared: 

 

“First we looked for occasions where government spending has decreased.”  
(Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor Says Less Government Spending Equals More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

“There have been three since World War II.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor Says Less 

Government Spending Equals More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

“At the end of that war, with government spending falling in the 1946, 1947 

and 1948 fiscal years.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor Says Less Government Spending Equals More Private 

Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

“During the Korean War, followed by a drop of 6.9 percent in 1954 and a 

further decline of 3.4 percent the following year.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor Says Less 

Government Spending Equals More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

“From 1964 to 1965, with spending falling 0.25 percent.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor 

Says Less Government Spending Equals More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

After World War II: 

 

“As the U.S. economy returned to peacetime status, government spending fell 

by 40.4 percent in the 1946 fiscal year, 37.5 percent the next year and 13.7 

percent the year after that.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor Says Less Government Spending Equals More 

Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

“In 1946 private sector employment soared, driven by millions of veterans 

who came home, left the military and returned to former jobs or took new 

ones. Strong employment growth continued in 1947 before tailing off in 

1948.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor Says Less Government Spending Equals More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

After The Korean War: 

 

“What about the mid-1950s? Government spending fell during two 

consecutive fiscal years. Private sector jobs dropped in 1954 by 585,000, 

grew by 2.3 million in 1955 and then climbed by 673,000 in 1956.”  (Jacob Geiger, 

“Eric Cantor Says Less Government Spending Equals More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/16/eric-cantor/eric-spending-says-less-government-spending-equals/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/16/eric-cantor/eric-spending-says-less-government-spending-equals/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/16/eric-cantor/eric-spending-says-less-government-spending-equals/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/16/eric-cantor/eric-spending-says-less-government-spending-equals/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/16/eric-cantor/eric-spending-says-less-government-spending-equals/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/16/eric-cantor/eric-spending-says-less-government-spending-equals/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/16/eric-cantor/eric-spending-says-less-government-spending-equals/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/16/eric-cantor/eric-spending-says-less-government-spending-equals/


23 
 

After The 1964-1965 Spending Cuts: 

 

“In the final case the U.S. economy added more than 2 million private sector 

jobs in both 1965 and 1966.” (Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor Says Less Government Spending Equals 

More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

And PolitiFact Also Admitted During Periods In Which The Growth Of Government 

Spending Was Lower Than The GDP, Private Sector Growth Also Increased: 

 

“Brian Riedl, a research fellow at the conservative Heritage Foundation, 

suggested we also look at job expansion in years where government 

spending grew at a slower rate than GDP. In those years the government 

essentially becomes a smaller part of the overall economy.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Eric 

Cantor Says Less Government Spending Equals More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

3/16/11) 
 

“This occurred five times during the 1983 through 1988 fiscal years, and 

each year the economy had strong employment growth, adding more than 

1.5 million jobs annually. In 1983 and 1984, more than 3.4 million annual 

jobs were added, though that was also a period when the United States was 

recovering from the severe recession of 1981 and 1982.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor 

Says Less Government Spending Equals More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

“GDP also grew faster than government spending between 1992 and 2000. 

The U.S. gained jobs each of those years, and in all but two of those years 

more than 2 million private sector jobs were added to the economy. The low 

point was 1992, when 915,000 new jobs were created.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor Says 

Less Government Spending Equals More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

“So again, large job growth has often happened during times when 

government spending was decreasing or growing slower than GDP.”  (Jacob 

Geiger, “Eric Cantor Says Less Government Spending Equals More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

Despite Empirical Evidence Supporting Cantorȭs Claim, PolitiFact Ruled Against 

Cantor Because Some Economists ɀ Including One From ȰThe Left-Leaning Brookings 

Institutionȱ ɀ Said Other Factors Contributed To The Economic Growth: 

 

“Not all economists are convinced the cuts will have a positive impact on 

jobs. Gary Burtless, a senior fellow at the left-leaning Brookings Institution, 

said the short-term impact of a spending cut is usually negative.”  (Jacob Geiger, 

“Eric Cantor Says Less Government Spending Equals More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
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“Private sector jobs increased after both of those wars, but the gains were 

driven by many factors, including the return to a peace-time economy and 

the demobilization of millions of soldiers, many of whom went directly into 

the private work force.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor Says Less Government Spending Equals More 

Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

“But economists warned us there is a not a direct link between spending 

policies and job policies.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor Says Less Government Spending Equals More 

Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

“Cantor may be right with his prescription of lower spending to spur higher 

job growth. But he goes too far when he asserts a cut equals more private 

sector jobs. No one knows for sure. The congressman is presenting an 

economic theory as established fact.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor Says Less Government 

Spending Equals More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 

PolitiFact Even Fact Checked Cantor’s Use Of A Figure Of Speech As A 

Metaphor 
 

During The Debt Limit Debate, PolitiFact Ruled ȰFalseȱ Cantorȭs Figure Of Speech 

That Passing Senate Majority Leader Harry Reidȭs Plan Would Have Given President 

Obama A ȰBlank Checkȱ: 

 

“Cantor dismissed as ‘unacceptable’ the option of not increasing the $14.3 

trillion debt limit by Aug. 2, when the nation will start running short of funds 

to pay its obligations. He was scornful of a proposal by Sen. Majority Leader 

Harry Reid, D-Nev., to raise the debt limit.”  (Warren Fiske, “Cantor Says Reid Debt Proposal 

Gives ‘Blank Check’ To Obama,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/29/11) 
 

“‘Harry Reid’s plan is basically giving the president a blank check, giving him 

what he wants, a blind increase of the debt ceiling to spend the money the 

way he wants,’ Cantor said during a July 26 interview on Fox News.”  (Warren 

Fiske, “Cantor Says Reid Debt Proposal Gives ‘Blank Check’ To Obama,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

7/29/11) 
 

“We wondered whether Reid’s plan really would present President Barack 

Obama a blank check -- a claim repeatedly made by Cantor and Boehner.”  
(Warren Fiske, “Cantor Says Reid Debt Proposal Gives ‘Blank Check’ To Obama,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 7/29/11) 
 

“We rate Cantor’s statement False.”  (Warren Fiske, “Cantor Says Reid Debt Proposal Gives ‘Blank 

Check’ To Obama,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/29/11) 
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PolitiFact Justified Its Ruling Saying Only Congress Can Appropriate Money And 

Therefore Raising The Debt Limit Ceiling Would Not Hand President Obama A ȰBlank 

Checkȱ: 

 

“A number of policy analysts told us Cantor’s statement is simply incorrect. 

Only Congress can appropriate money. Obama can only spend what he’s 

given. Reid’s plan does not change that constitutional requirement.”  (Warren 

Fiske, “Cantor Says Reid Debt Proposal Gives ‘Blank Check’ To Obama,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

7/29/11) 
 

“Cantor’s office failed to provide a single fact to back the Republican’s 

contention that Reid’s proposal would give the president a free hand in 

spending.”  (Warren Fiske, “Cantor Says Reid Debt Proposal Gives ‘Blank Check’ To Obama,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/29/11) 
 

But As PolitiFact Noted, Cantorȭs Office Said The Majority Leader Of The House Was 

Simply Using A Metaphor Or Figure Of Speech: 

 

“We asked asked Megan Whittemore, Cantor’s deputy press secretary, to 

explain the majority leader’s factual basis for calling Reid’s plan “a blank 

check” for Obama.”  (Warren Fiske, “Cantor Says Reid Debt Proposal Gives ‘Blank Check’ To Obama,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/29/11) 
 

“‘We are confident that your readers will understand the common meaning 

of the metaphor of a “blank check,”‘ she e-mailed back to us. ‘However, to 

help you along we first turn to About.com in the grammar section where you 

will find the following helpful.’”  (Warren Fiske, “Cantor Says Reid Debt Proposal Gives ‘Blank 

Check’ To Obama,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/29/11) 
 

“Whittemore pasted in a three-paragraph definition that began, ‘A figure of 

speech is a rhetorical device that achieves a special effect by using words in 

distinctive ways.’ It said, among other things, that sometimes people rely on 

‘hyperbole to emphasize a point (“I’m starving!”).’”  (Warren Fiske, “Cantor Says Reid Debt 

Proposal Gives ‘Blank Check’ To Obama,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/29/11) 
 

“She also sent us two definitions of ‘blank check.’ One, by Dictionary.com, 

defines it as ‘unrestricted authority; a free hand.’ Another, by Wikipedia, says 

blank check ‘in the figurative or metaphoric sense, is used (especially in 

politics) to describe a situation in which an agreement had been made that is 

open-ended or vague, and therefore subject to abuse.’”  (Warren Fiske, “Cantor Says 

Reid Debt Proposal Gives ‘Blank Check’ To Obama,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/29/11) 
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Regardless, PolitiFact ȰFound [The] Logic Hard To Acceptȱ That Cantor Was Speaking 

Metaphorically, And Thus The ȰFalseȱ Ruling: 

 

“Cantor’s office failed to provide a single fact to back the Republican’s 

contention that Reid’s proposal would give the president a free hand in 

spending. Cantor’s spokeswoman said he was speaking metaphorically and 

people understand that. We find that logic hard to accept, particularly at a 

time of great public divide when the financial integrity of the nation is at 

stake.”  (Warren Fiske, “Cantor Says Reid Debt Proposal Gives ‘Blank Check’ To Obama,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/29/11) 
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PolitiFact Virginia Bias: A Comparative Case Study 

Overview Of The 2012 U.S. Senate Race 
 

48 PolitiFact Rulings: Since January 2011, Ads, Claims Or Statements Related To The 

2012 U.S. Senate Race By U.S. Senate Candidates, Other Individuals, Party 

Committees And 3rd Party Organizations Have Been ȰFact Checkedȱ By PolitiFact A 

Total Of 48 Times.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

 

¶ Breakdown Of Rulings By PolitiFact: George Allen (17), American Crossroads (4), 

Chris Peace (1), Corey Stewart (1), Bob Marshall (1), E.W. Jackson (1), Jamie Radtke 

(7), the National Republican Senatorial Committee (2), the Republican Party of 

Virginia (2), the U.S. Chamber Of Commerce (1), Tim Kaine (10) and Majority PAC 

(1).  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

 

¶ Note: One ruling against then-Senate candidate Bob Marshall is not included 

because the statement fact checked by PolitiFact had nothing to do with the Senate 

race. The fact check had to do with Marshall’s testimony before a Virginia House 

Committee regarding mercury and CFL light bulbs.  (Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ 0ÏÌÉÔÉ&ÁÃÔ Website, 

Accessed 7/10/12) 
 

Of The 48 ȰFact Checks,ȱ Only 10 Were On Statements Or Claims Made By Kaine 

(Three Of Which Were Attacks Against Allen), Or 21% Of The Rulings On The Senate 

Race.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

 

¶ Only Once Has PolitiFact Ruled On A Statement, Claim Or Ad By A Democrat-

Leaning 3rd Party Organization.  (Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ 0ÏÌÉÔÉ&ÁÃÔ Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

 

¶ Other Than The 10 Rulings On Kaine And The One Ruling On Majority PAC By 

PolitiFact, No Other Democrat, Democrat Party Committee Or Democrat-

Leaning 3rd Party Organization Has Been Targeted By PolitiFact So Far 

Relating To The Senate Race.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

 

Since January 1, 2012, PolitiFact Has Ruled Only Twice On Statements Made By Kaine, 

Once On An Ad By Majority PAC, But Has Not Ruled A Single Time On Any Ads, Claims 

Or Statements Made By The Democrat Party Of Virginia Or The DSCC Relating To The 

Senate Race.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

 

However, During The Same Time Period, PolitiFact Has Ruled Twelve Times On Ads, 

Claims Or Statements By Allen, Then-Primary Opponents Radtke, Marshall And 
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Jackson, The Republican Party Of Virginia, The U.S. Chamber Of Commerce And 

American Crossroads Relating To The Senate Race.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, 

Accessed 7/10/12) 
 

¶ Since January 1, 2012, PolitiFact Has Ruled On Four Statements By Allen, Two By 

Radtke, One By Marshall, One By Jackson, One By The Republican Party Of Virginia, 

One Ad By The U.S. Chamber Of Commerce And Twice Against One Ad By American 

Crossroads.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

 

Not Including Allen Primary Election Opponents, PolitiFact Virginia Has Conducted 

39 Fact Checks Regarding This Pivotal Senate Race.  (Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ 0ÏÌÉÔÉ&ÁÃÔ Website, 

Accessed 7/10/12) 
 

Of The 39 Fact Checks, 28 Were Against Allen, Republican Party Committees, 

Politically Aligned 3rd Party Organizations And Surrogates.  (Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ 0ÏÌÉÔÉ&ÁÃÔ 

Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 
 

¶ Breakdown Of Republican Rulings By PolitiFact: George Allen (17), American 

Crossroads (4), Chris Peace (1), Corey Stewart (1), the National Republican 

Senatorial Committee (2), the Republican Party of Virginia (2) and the U.S. Chamber 

Of Commerce (1).  (Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ 0ÏÌÉÔÉ&ÁÃÔ Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 
 

PolitiFact Virginia Has Yet To Fact Check A Single Ad, Claim Or Statement Made By 

The Democrat Party Of Virginia Or The DSCC Relating To The Senate Race.  (Richmond 

Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ 0ÏÌÉÔÉ&ÁÃÔ Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

 

Until July 2, 2012, PolitiFact Had Not Ruled On Any Ads, Claims Or Statements Made 

By Democrat-Leaning 3rd Party Organizations Relating To The Senate Race.  (Richmond 

Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ 0ÏÌÉÔÉ&ÁÃÔ Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

PolitiFact And The Senate Race 
 

Allen Announced His Candidacy For U.S. Senate On Monday, January 24, 2011.  (Kyle 

Trygstad, “George Allen Announces Senate Bid,” Roll Call, 1/24/11) 
 

Kaine Announced His Candidacy For U.S. Senate On Tuesday, April 5, 2011.  (Jennifer 

Epstein, “Tim Kaine Announces He’ll Run For Senate,” Politico, 4/5/11) 

 

¶ Note: Allen Was In The Race For 70 More Days Than Kaine. 
 

In February 2011, Amid Speculation That Kaine Might Enter The Senate Race, 

PolitiFact Ruled ȰFalseȱ A Claim By Republican Delegate Chris Peace That Kaine ȰIs 

Trying To Stop ȬRight To Workȭ Laws In Wisconsin.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Del. Chris Peace Says Tim Kaine Is 

Trying To Stop ‘Right To Work’ Laws In Wisconsin,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/25/11) 
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Since Announcing His Candidacy For Senate, PolitiFact Has Directly Targeted Allen 

17 Times.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

 

¶ Prior to announcing, PolitiFact ruled on Allen three times, two of which were 

declared “false” and the other as “pants on fire.”  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, 

Accessed 7/10/12) 
 

Conversely, PolitiFact Has Targeted Kaine Only 10 Times Since Announcing For The 

Senate.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

 

¶ Prior to announcing, PolitiFact ruled on Kaine four times, three of which were 

declared “mostly true” and the other as “half true.”  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, 

Accessed 7/10/12) 
 

Only 3 Of The 17 PolitiFact Rulings On Allen Were Issued Between The Time Allen 

And Kaine Announced Their Candidacies.  (Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact Website, Accessed 7/10/12) 

 

The Day Kaine Announced, PolitiFact Was Ready To Counter Claims That Kaine Flip-

Flopped On Decision To Run For Senate. Even though PolitiFact acknowledged Kaine 

“certainly said he would not run for the Senate,” PolitiFact rated Kaine’s decision as only a 

“half flip” because President Obama encouraged “Kaine to run.” (Jacob Geiger, “Tim Kaine Said He Would 

Not Run For Senate,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/5/11) 

 

¶ Two Days After Announcing, PolitiFact Ruled In Favor Of Kaine On Claims Of 

Virginia Being ȰNamed Best Managed State, Best For Business While He Was 

Governor.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Tim Kaine Says Virginia Named Best Managed State, Best For Business While He Was 

Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/7/11) 
 

Just Weeks After Kaine Announced For The Senate, PolitiFact Ruled In Favor Of Kaine 

By Ruling The Republican Party Of Virginia Was ȰMostly Falseȱ That Kaine Broke A 

Campaign Pledge Not To Raise Taxes When Running For Governor.  (Sean Gorman, “Virginia 

Republicans Say Tim Kaine Broke Campaign Pledge Not To Raise Taxes,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/21/11) 

 

¶ Note: PolitiFact changed its original ruling from “Barely True.”  (Sean Gorman, “Virginia 

Republicans Say Tim Kaine Broke Campaign Pledge Not To Raise Taxes,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/21/11) 
 

Between June And October 2011, PolitiFact Ruled Twice Against The National 

Republican Senatorial Committee, Favoring Kaine Regarding The Stimulus: 

 

¶ Monday, June 20th, 2011 At 2:10 P.M.: ȰGOP Senate Group Says Tim Kaineȭs 

Stimulus Failed To Create Jobs.ȱ  PolitiFact Ruling: False.  (Jacob Geiger, “GOP Senate Group 

Says Tim Kaine’s Stimulus Failed To Create Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 6/20/11) 
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¶ Friday, October 21st, 2011 At 12:48 P.M.: ȰNational Republican Senatorial 

Committee Ad Says Stimulus Created ȬZero Jobs.ȭȱ PolitiFact Ruling: Pants On 

Fire.  (Warren Fiske, “National Republican Senatorial Committee Ad Says Stimulus Created ‘Zero Jobs,’” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 10/21/11) 
 

In November 2011, PolitiFact Ruled Favorably For Kaine Against A Crossroads GPS 

Ad.  (Sean Gorman, “Crossroads Grassroots Policy Strategy Claims $39 Million Of Stimulus Money Paid For Renovations Of Politicians’ 

Offices,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/19/11) 
 

In November 2011, PolitiFact Gave Corey Stewart, Chairman Of The Prince William 

County Board Of Supervisors,  A ȰFull Flopȱ Over His Endorsement Of Allenȭs 

Campaign.  (Warren Fiske, “Corey Stewart Endorsement Of George Allen Is Full Flop,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

11/3/11) 
 

¶ Note: Previously, PolitiFact only gave Kaine a “half flip” over his decision to run for 

Senate after acknowledging Kaine “certainly said he would not run for the Senate.” 
(Jacob Geiger, “Tim Kaine Said He Would Not Run For Senate,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/5/11) 

 

In February 2012, PolitiFact Ruled ȰHalf Trueȱ A Statement Made By The U.S. 

Chamber Of Commerce On Allenȭs Record Of Cutting Spending And Waste As 

Governor: 

 

¶ ȰU.S. Chamber Says George Allen Cut Spending And Waste As Governor.ȱ  (Nancy 

Marsden, “U.S. Chamber Says George Allen Cut Spending And Waste As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

2/23/12) 
 

¶ Note: Previously, PolitiFact ruled Allen’s statement “false” that he reined in 

spending.  (Warren Fiske, “Allen Says He Reined In State Spending As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

9/12/11) 
 

!ÆÔÅÒ 2ÕÌÉÎÇ )Î !ÐÒÉÌ ! #ÌÁÉÍ "Ù 4ÈÅ 2ÅÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÎ 0ÁÒÔÙ /Æ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁ Ȱ4ÒÕÅȱ 4ÈÁÔ +ÁÉÎÅ 

Ȱ#ÕÔ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅÓ "Ù ςυϷȟȱ PolitiFact 2ÅÎÄÅÒÅÄ ! 2ÕÌÉÎÇ &ÁÖÏÒÁÂÌÅ 4Ï +ÁÉÎÅ 4ÈÁÔ Ȱ0ÒÅ-

+ÉÎÄÅÒÄÁÒÔÅÎ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ %ØÐÁÎÄÅÄ τπ 0ÅÒÃÅÎÔ 7ÈÅÎ (Å 7ÁÓ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȢȱ  (Sean Gorman, “GOP 
Says Tim Kaine Cut Colleges By 25 Percent,” Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 4/4/12; Nancy Madsen, “Tim Kaine Says Pre-

Kinderdarten Program Expanded 40 Percent When He Was Governor,” Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 5/11/12) 
 

PolitiFact Ruled Four Times On Radtke Statements That Were Critical Of Then-

Frontrunner Allen: 

 

¶ ȰJamie Radtke Says Debt Grew By $16,000 Every Second Of George Allenȭs 

Senate Term.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Jamie Radtke Says Debt Grew By $16,000 Every Second Of George Allen’s Senate 

Term,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/23/11) 
 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/oct/21/national-republican-senatorial-committee/national-republican-senatorial-committee-ad-says-s/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/nov/19/crossroads-gps/crossroads-grassroots-policy-strategy-claims-39-mi/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/nov/03/corey-stewart/corey-stewart-endorsement-george-allen-full-flop/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/05/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-said-he-would-not-run-senate/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/23/us-chamber-commerce/us-chamber-says-george-allen-cut-spending-and-wast/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/sep/12/george-allen/allen-says-he-reined-state-spending-governor/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/apr/04/scott-lingamfelter/republicans-say-tim-kaine-cut-higher-education-25-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/may/11/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-says-pre-kinderdarten-program-expanded-4/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/23/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-geo/
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¶ ȰJamie Radtke Says George Allen Voted To Raise Debt Ceiling Four Times 

While In Office.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Jamie Radtke Says George Allen Voted To Raise Debt Ceiling Four Times While In 

Office,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/15/11) 
 

¶ ȰJamie Radtke Says George Allen Had 40,000 Earmarks While Senator.ȱ  (Sean 

Gorman, “Jamie Radtke Says George Allen Had 40,000 Earmarks While Senator,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

5/13/11) 
 

¶ ȰJamie Radtke Claims George Allen ȬVoted For 40,000 Earmarks.ȭȱ  (Nancy Madsen, 

“Jamie Radtke Claims George Allen ‘Voted For 40,000 Earmarks,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/18/12) 
 

In A Peculiar Move, PolitiFact ȰFact Checkedȱ The Same Exact Attack Against Allen 

Twice By Two Different Opponents: 

 

¶ ȰJamie Radtke Says Debt Grew By $16,000 Every Second Of George Allenȭs 

Senate Term.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Jamie Radtke Says Debt Grew By $16,000 Every Second Of George Allen’s Senate 

Term,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/23/11) 
 

¶ ȰTim Kaine Says Debt Grew By $16,000 Every Second Of George Allenȭs Senate 

Term.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Tim Kaine Says Debt Grew By $16,000 Every Second Of George Allen’s Senate Term,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/8/11) 
 

¶ Note: In his second “fact check” of the same $16,000 attack, the author did note 

PolitiFact previously “pointed out” the “national debt rose by $3.202 billion” while 

Allen was a Senator, but made no mention of the fact the $16,000 claim had already 

been fact checked.  (Warren Fiske, “Tim Kaine Says Debt Grew By $16,000 Every Second Of George Allen’s Senate 

Term,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/8/11) 
 

¶ Note: This isn’t the first time PolitiFact has “fact checked” the same claim on 

Republican leaders. PolitiFact analyzed statements by U.S. Representative Eric 

Cantor and Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli over claims that health care 

reform charges ten years of taxes while offering only six years of benefits. Both 

statements were ruled “half-true.”  (Wes Hester, “Cantor Says Health Care Reform Collects 10 Years Of Taxes 

For Six Years Of Benefits,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/15/11; Jacob Geiger, “Ken Cuccinelli Says Health Care Law 

Charges 10 Years Of Taxes For Six Years Of Benefits,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/7/11) 

 

Just As Bizarre, PolitiFact Again ȰFact Checkedȱ Another Attack Against Allen Twice, 

But This Time With Contradictory Results: 
 

May 13, 2011: ȰJamie Radtke Says George Allen Had 40,000 Earmarks While 

Senator.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Jamie Radtke Says George Allen Had 40,000 Earmarks While Senator,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 5/13/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/15/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-george-allen-voted-raise-debt-ce/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/13/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-george-allen-had-40000-earmarks-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/apr/18/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-claims-george-allen-voted-40000-earma/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/23/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-geo/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/08/tim-kaine/time-kaine-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-georg/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/08/tim-kaine/time-kaine-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-georg/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/15/eric-cantor/cantor-says-health-care-reform-collects-1o-years-t/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/07/ken-cuccinelli/ken-cuccinelli-says-health-care-law-has-six-years-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/13/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-george-allen-had-40000-earmarks-/
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April 18, 2012: ȰJamie Radtke Claims George Allen ȬVoted For 40,000 Earmarks.ȭȱ  
(Nancy Madsen, “Jamie Radtke Claims George Allen ‘Voted For 40,000 Earmarks,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/18/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

PolitiFact Has A Track Record Of Speciously Rating George Allen As False 
 

PolitiFact Rated George Allenȭs Statement That While He Was Governor He Reined In 

State Spending As ȰFalseȱ: 

 

“His campaign web site says that when Allen was governor, ‘He challenged 

critics and sentiment that suggested it couldn’t be done, reining in 

government spending and substantially reducing the size of the state 

workforce.’”  (Warren Fiske, “Allen Says He Reined In State Spending As Governor,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 9/12/11) 
 

“In this fact check, we’ll examine Allen’s assertion that he reined in state 

spending.”  (Warren Fiske, “Allen Says He Reined In State Spending As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 9/12/11) 
 

“But Allen says he reined it in. That creates an impression the bottom line 

shrank or was stunted in growth. We rate the statement False.”  (Warren Fiske, 

“Allen Says He Reined In State Spending As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 9/12/11) 
 

PolitiFact Said That Rather Than Rein In State Spending, Allen Increased Spending 

ȰSignificantlyȱ: 
 

“The claim runs into instant trouble because, by any measure, overall state 

spending increased significantly during his administration.”  (Warren Fiske, “Allen 

Says He Reined In State Spending As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 9/12/11) 
 

“That means Allen endorsed $6 billion in additional spending when he was 

governor -- a 40.7 percent increase.”  (Warren Fiske, “Allen Says He Reined In State Spending As 

Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 9/12/11) 

 

“That means Allen endorsed $3.1 billion in additional general fund spending 

when he was governor -- a 45.6.percent rise.”  (Warren Fiske, “Allen Says He Reined In State 

Spending As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 9/12/11) 
 

“In fact, general fund spending grew by 46.8 percent from the budget Allen 

inherited when he was inaugurated in January 1994, and the budget he 

recommended before leaving office in January 1998.”  (Warren Fiske, “Allen Says He 

Reined In State Spending As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 9/12/11) 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/apr/18/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-claims-george-allen-voted-40000-earma/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/sep/12/george-allen/allen-says-he-reined-state-spending-governor/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/sep/12/george-allen/allen-says-he-reined-state-spending-governor/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/sep/12/george-allen/allen-says-he-reined-state-spending-governor/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/sep/12/george-allen/allen-says-he-reined-state-spending-governor/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/sep/12/george-allen/allen-says-he-reined-state-spending-governor/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/sep/12/george-allen/allen-says-he-reined-state-spending-governor/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/sep/12/george-allen/allen-says-he-reined-state-spending-governor/
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PolitiFact Never Mentioned Virginia Has A Constitutional Obligation To Have A 

Balanced Budget, Meaning Every Dollar In Revenue Has To Be Accounted For Either 

Through Spending, Tax Cuts Or Some Combination Thereof. However, PolitiFact Did 

Admit Allen Was Forced To Spend All The Revenue Coming In: 

 

“Allen tried to slow the growth by proposing a $2.1 billion tax cut in early 

1995.”  (Warren Fiske, “Allen Says He Reined In State Spending As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact , 9/12/11) 
 

“The measure was opposed by the business community and defeated by the 

Democrat-controlled General Assembly.”  (Warren Fiske, “Allen Says He Reined In State 

Spending As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 9/12/11) 
 

“After that point, Allen had little choice but to spend the revenues coming in.”  
(Warren Fiske, “Allen Says He Reined In State Spending As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

9/12/11) 
 

Oddly, More Than Five Months After Ruling ȰFalseȱ Allenȭs Claim Of Reining In 

Spending, PolitiFact Ruled ȰHalf-Trueȱ A Claim By The U.S. Chamber Of Commerce 

That Allen ȰCut Spending And Waste As Governorȱ Taking Into Account !ÌÌÅÎȭÓ Cost-

Saving Welfare Reform, Which Saved Nearly $1 Billion In Its First 12 Years: 

 

“Although the general fund growth under Allen may sound gigantic, it was 

about average for a Virginia governor. The general fund budget has grown by 

479 percent over the last 30 years, from almost $2.7 billion in 1981 to almost 

$15.5 billion this fiscal year.”  (Nancy Madsen, “U.S. Chamber Says George Allen Cut Spending And 

Waste As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/23/12) 
 

“Spending continued its normal growth pattern during Allen’s term.”  (Nancy 

Madsen, “U.S. Chamber Says George Allen Cut Spending And Waste As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 2/23/12) 
 

“Many factors explain the expansion: population has grown, creating greater 

revenues and a greater demand for services; Medicaid costs have increased 

dramatically, often by 10 percent a year; and inflation.”  (Nancy Madsen, “U.S. Chamber 

Says George Allen Cut Spending And Waste As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/23/12) 
 

“In the ad’s fine print, the group backs its statement by citing welfare reform 

championed by Allen in 1995. The law passed with strong bipartisan support 

and is credited with saving Virginia $957 million over its first 12 years.”  
(Nancy Madsen, “U.S. Chamber Says George Allen Cut Spending And Waste As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 2/23/12) 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/sep/12/george-allen/allen-says-he-reined-state-spending-governor/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/sep/12/george-allen/allen-says-he-reined-state-spending-governor/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/sep/12/george-allen/allen-says-he-reined-state-spending-governor/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/23/us-chamber-commerce/us-chamber-says-george-allen-cut-spending-and-wast/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/23/us-chamber-commerce/us-chamber-says-george-allen-cut-spending-and-wast/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/23/us-chamber-commerce/us-chamber-says-george-allen-cut-spending-and-wast/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/23/us-chamber-commerce/us-chamber-says-george-allen-cut-spending-and-wast/
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“Beyond the Chamber’s footnote, Allen could legitimately claim to have saved 

the Commonwealth money through some of his actions to pare the state 

workforce and regulations.”  (Nancy Madsen, “U.S. Chamber Says George Allen Cut Spending And 

Waste As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/23/12) 

 

“So the claim is partially accurate, but omits the important point that bottom 

line spending went up significantly during the Allen years. We rate the 

statement Half True.”  (Nancy Madsen, “U.S. Chamber Says George Allen Cut Spending And Waste As 

Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact , 2/23/12) 
 

PolitiFact Also Disregarded Many Allen Initiatives To Cut Waste And Spending: 
 

VIRGINIA EDUCATION LOAN AUTHORITY ɀ 
 

ȰHB 2026 (Callahan)/SB 995 (Stosch) ɀ At The Request Of Then 

Governor Allen ɀ Introduced Legislation In January 1995 To Direct 

VELA [Virginia Education Loan Authority] To Liquidate Its Assets With 

All Moneys, After Payment Of Expenses And Provision For Any Reserves 

Deemed Appropriate, To Be Deposited In The General Fund Of The 

Commonwealth.ȱ  (“Virginia Education Loan Authority 1972-1997,” Presentation by Jessica Eades and 

Nikki Cheuk, Staff Attorneys, Legislative Services) 
 

ȰThe Virginia Education Loan Authority Yesterday Completed Its Sale Of 

$300 Million In Student Loans To The Nationȭs Largest Loan Servicer, 

The Washington, D.C.-Based Sallie Mae.ȱ  (Ruth S. Intress, “Student Loans Sold Total $300 

Million,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 12/2/95) 
 

ȰFinal Sale In 1997 To Sallie Mae ɀ And $64 Million Deposited Into The 

General Fund.ȱ  (“Virginia Education Loan Authority 1972-1997,” Presentation by Jessica Eades and Nikki 

Cheuk, Staff Attorneys, Legislative Services) 
 

CONSOLIDATED OFFICE SPACE AND RENEGOTIATED LEASES ɀ  
 

ȰVirginiaȭs Taxpayers Spend $1.2 Million A Year Leasing Space For The 

3ÔÁÔÅ ,ÏÔÔÅÒÙ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȣȱ  (Gordon Hickey and William Ruberry, “State Pays $56 Million To 

Rent Space,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 1/1/94) 

 

ȰRent Payments Ballooned Over The Years As State Government 

Expanded, Often Without Using State-Owned Property.ȱ  (Gordon Hickey and 

William Ruberry, “State Pays $56 Million To Rent Space,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 1/1/94) 

 

ȰLast Year -- And  The Same Is True Year After Year -- The State Dumped 

More Than $56 Million On Rent.ȱ  (Gordon Hickey and William Ruberry, “State Pays $56 Million 

To Rent Space,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 1/1/94) 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/23/us-chamber-commerce/us-chamber-says-george-allen-cut-spending-and-wast/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/23/us-chamber-commerce/us-chamber-says-george-allen-cut-spending-and-wast/
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ȰThe Planned Lottery Headquarters At Eighth And Broad Streets In 

Downtown Richmond, Which Would Cost $19 Million, Became A Cause 

Célèbre For Gov.-Elect George F. Allen And Republican Assembly 

Candidates During Their Campaigns Last Fall.ȱ  (Gordon Hickey and William Ruberry, 

“State Pays $56 Million To Rent Space,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 1/1/94) 
 

ȰThe Allen Administration Had Blocked, As Wasteful Spending, 

Construction Of A Lottery Headquarters At Ninth And Broad Streets.ȱ  
(Jeff E. Schapiro, “Main Street Lottery Move Is Confirmed,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 3/31/94) 
 

ȰMaking Good On A Campaign Pledge, Allen Killed The Project.ȱ  (Jeff E. 

Schapiro, “Lottery Moves Considered,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 3/30/94) 
 

ȰThe State Lottery Department And The Offices Of The Lieutenant 

Governor And Attorney General -- More Than 450, All Told -- Will Be 

Moving To Controversial New Digs On Main Street, The Allen 

Administration Confirmed Yesterday.ȱ  (Jeff E. Schapiro, “Main Street Lottery Move Is 

Confirmed,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 3/31/94) 
 

Move Saved Taxpayers Between $5 Million To $8 Million.  “He said the 

move to 900 East Main Street, which is under renovation and has been beset 

by a $9 million cost overrun and bungled asbestos abatement, will take place 

over the next year and save $5 million to $8 million.”  (Jeff E. Schapiro, “Main Street 

Lottery Move Is Confirmed,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 3/31/94) 
 

ȰThe Department Of Information Technology, Which The Wilder 

Administration Wanted To Locate At 900 East Main, Will Remain At A 

Former Cigarette Plant On Seventh Street Between Canal And Canary 

Streets.ȱ  (Jeff E. Schapiro, “Main Street Lottery Move Is Confirmed,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 3/31/94) 

 

ȰThe Moving Costs Alone For DIT Would Have Run $11 Million Because 

A Parallel Operation Would Have To Be Set Up To Prevent Disruption Of 

State Computer Service.ȱ  (Jeff E. Schapiro, “Main Street Lottery Move Is Confirmed,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatch, 3/31/94) 
 

And The New Lease For DIT Saved Taxpayers More Than $800,000 Per 

Year.  “Thomas said a new lease had been negotiated for DIT that will save 

more than $800,000 annually.”  (Jeff E. Schapiro, “Main Street Lottery Move Is Confirmed,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatch, 3/31/94) 
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ENDED WASTEFUL USE OF STATE-OWNED VEHICLES ɀ  

 

ȰGov. George Allen, Carrying Out A Threat Made Last Month, Yesterday 

Put The Brakes On The Wasteful And Inappropriate Use Of State-Owned 

Vehicles.ȱ  (Michael Hardy, “End Of Road For Free Rides,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 6/28/94) 

 

ȰIn An Executive Order Restricting The Use Of Vehicles, The Republican 

Chief Executive Also Prohibited Cabinet And State Agency Officials From 

Commuting In The Cars.ȱ  (Michael Hardy, “End Of Road For Free Rides,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 

6/28/94) 
 

ȰAllenȭs Order, Which Generally Adopts Thomasȭ Recommendations, 

Also Puts A One-Year Moratorium On The Lease Or Purchase Of 

Passenger Vehicles By The State.ȱ  (Michael Hardy, “End Of Road For Free Rides,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatch, 6/28/94) 
 

ȰOverall, It Costs The State About $9 Million A Year To Maintain The 

Fleet Of More Than 8,000 Vehicles.ȱ  (Michael Hardy, “End Of Road For Free Rides,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatch, 6/28/94) 
 

ȰThe Administrationȭs Rules Are Expected To Save Money, Though 

Thomas Said It Would Be Several Months Before A Figure Could Be 

Provided. ȬWe Expect To Save A Good Bit Of Money,ȭ He Said.ȱ  (Michael Hardy, 

“End Of Road For Free Rides,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 6/28/94) 
 

SOLD THE STATEȭS LUXURY VEHICLES ɀ  

 

ȰGov. George Allen -- Making Good On A Campaign Promise -- Yesterday 

Announced The Sale Of The 28-Year-Old Vessel To Raleigh, N.C., 

Construction Executive J.W. Grand For $106,500.ȱ  (Jeff E. Schapiro, “Allen Docks 

State Yacht – For Good,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 3/23/96) 
 

ȰThe 57-Foot, Aluminum-Hulled Chesapeake Is The Third Gubernatorial 

Trapping Sold Off By The Populist Allen.ȱ  (Jeff E. Schapiro, “Allen Docks State Yacht – For 

Good,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 3/23/96) 
 

ȰAnd The Gubernatorial Limousine -- A 6-Year-Old Black Lincoln Town 

Car -Was Sold To A Virginia Beach Man For $28,000.ȱ  (Jeff E. Schapiro, “Allen Docks 

State Yacht – For Good,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 3/23/96) 
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On Another Occasion, PolitiFact Rated George Allenȭs Statement On The Obama-Reid-

Pelosi Stimulus Plan Costing $1.2 Trillion As ȰPants On Fireȱ: 

 

“In the wake of midterm elections, former U.S. Sen. George Allen is urging the 

new Congress to stop funding the stimulus bill.”  (“President Obama, Sen. Harry Reid And 

Rep. Nancy Pelosi Passed A ‘$1.2 Trillion Stimulus Bill,’” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/13/10) 
 

“Under a set of legislative priorities posted on his website, Allen says: ‘The 

new Congress must repeal and cutoff any additional money borrowed and set 

aside for Obama, Reid and Pelosi’s $1.2 trillion stimulus spending bill.’”  
(“President Obama, Sen. Harry Reid And Rep. Nancy Pelosi Passed A ‘$1.2 Trillion Stimulus Bill,’” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/13/10) 
 

“The $1.2 trillion price tag was a new to us, so we checked it out.”  (“President 

Obama, Sen. Harry Reid And Rep. Nancy Pelosi Passed A ‘$1.2 Trillion Stimulus Bill,’” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 11/13/10) 

 

“That’s just not false, it’s ridiculous. So we have to set the meter ablaze. Pants 

on Fire.”  (“President Obama, Sen. Harry Reid And Rep. Nancy Pelosi Passed A ‘$1.2 Trillion Stimulus Bill,’” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/13/10) 
 

However, The $1.2 Trillion Figure Has Been Reported Numerous Times To Reflect 

The True Cost Of The Stimulus Program When Including The Interest On The 

Borrowed Money: 

 

“The long-term cost of the $825 billion economic recovery package before 

Congress could rise to $1.2 trillion over 10 years, a top budget official said 

Tuesday.”  (Jeanne Sahadi, “Stimulus With Interest: $1.2 Trillion,” CNNMoney, 1/27/09) 

 
“That’s because the government will borrow to fund the plan and pay an 
estimated $347 billion in interest, Congressional Budget Office Director 
Douglas Elmendorf told the House Budget Committee on Tuesday.”  (Jeanne 

Sahadi, “Stimulus With Interest: $1.2 Trillion,” CNNMoney, 1/27/09) 
 

“With interest, the $819-billion version of the bill that passed the House last 

week could actually cost up to $1.2 trillion, the director of the Congressional 

Budget Office, Douglas Elmendorf, told the House Budget Committee on 

Tuesday.”  (Sharon Otterman, “Democrats Indicate Areas Of Compromise On Stimulus,” The New York Times, 

2/2/09) 
 

Defending President Obamaȭs Stimulus Again, PolitiFact Rated George Allenȭs 

Statement On Obamaȭs Promise That The Stimulus Would Keep Unemployment 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/16/george-allen/george-allen-says-obama-pelosi-reid-passed-12-tril/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/16/george-allen/george-allen-says-obama-pelosi-reid-passed-12-tril/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/16/george-allen/george-allen-says-obama-pelosi-reid-passed-12-tril/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/16/george-allen/george-allen-says-obama-pelosi-reid-passed-12-tril/
http://money.cnn.com/2009/01/27/news/economy/stimulus_spending/index.htm
http://money.cnn.com/2009/01/27/news/economy/stimulus_spending/index.htm
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Under 8% In Order To Sell The Stimulus As ȰMostly False,ȱ In An Argument Also 

Based On Semantics: 

 

“‘Two years ago today, President Obama signed into law a $800 billion 

jobless stimulus bill that promised to keep unemployment under 8 percent,’ 

said Allen in a Feb. 17 statement.”  (Robert Farley and Jacob Geiger, “George Allen Says Barack 

Obama Promised Stimulus Would Keep Unemployment Below 8 Percent,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

2/28/11) 
 

“This piece examines his assertion that the stimulus ‘promised to keep 

unemployment under 8 percent.’”  (Robert Farley and Jacob Geiger, “George Allen Says Barack 

Obama Promised Stimulus Would Keep Unemployment Below 8 Percent,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

2/28/11) 
 

“Allen is recycling a claim that should go to the dump. We rate his statement 

Barely True. Editor’s note: This statement was rated Barely True when it was 

published. On July 27, 2011, we changed the name for the rating to Mostly 

False.”  (Robert Farley and Jacob Geiger, “George Allen Says Barack Obama Promised Stimulus Would Keep 

Unemployment Below 8 Percent,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/28/11) 
 

However, As The Hill Reported, Even Democrats Have Criticized Obamaȭs Promise Of 

Unemployment Under 8%: 

 

“It was ‘dumb’ for President Obama and his aides to promise that 

unemployment would not surpass 8 percent if the stimulus act passed, a top 

House Democrat said Tuesday.”  (Michael O’Brien, “Frank: Obama Admin ‘Dumb’ To Predict No 

Higher Than 8% Unemployment,” The Hill, 8/18/10) 
 

“‘President Obama, whom I greatly admire ... when the economic recovery 

bill — we’re supposed to call it the “recovery bill,” not the “stimulus” bill; 

that’s what the focus groups tell us — he predicted or his aides predicted at 

the time that if it passed, unemployment would get under 8 percent,’ Frank 

said Tuesday evening during an appearance on the Fox Business Network. 

‘That was a dumb thing to do.’”  (Michael O’Brien, “Frank: Obama Admin ‘Dumb’ To Predict No 

Higher Than 8% Unemployment,” The Hill, 8/18/10) 
 

“The administration famously released a chart during the fight over its 

signature $787 billion American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 

showing that, if that package were enacted, unemployment would not exceed 

8 percent.”  (Michael O’Brien, “Frank: Obama Admin ‘Dumb’ To Predict No Higher Than 8% Unemployment,” 

The Hill, 8/18/10) 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/28/george-allen/george-allen-says-barack-obama-promised-stimulus-w/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/28/george-allen/george-allen-says-barack-obama-promised-stimulus-w/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/28/george-allen/george-allen-says-barack-obama-promised-stimulus-w/
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http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/114753-frank-obama-admin-dumb-to-predict-no-higher-than-8-unemployment
http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/114753-frank-obama-admin-dumb-to-predict-no-higher-than-8-unemployment
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The Fact Remains The Obama Administration Sold The Stimulus Plan With 

Projections That Unemployment Would Remain Below 8%: 

 

When Selling The Stimulus In January 2009, President-Elect Barack 

Obamaȭs Economic Advisers Predicted The Stimulus Would ȰSave Or 

Create At Least 3 Million Jobs By The End Of 2010.ȱ “A key goal 

enunciated by the President-Elect concerning the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Plan is that it should save or create at least 3 million jobs by 

the end of 2010.”  (Christina Romer and Jared Bernstein, “The Job Impact Of The American Recovery And 

Reinvestment Plan,” 1/9/09) 
 

Then-Nominee To Chair The Council On Economic Advisers Christina 

Romer Predicted Unemployment Peaking At 7% With The Stimulus And 

8.8% Without. “As Figure 1 shows, even with the large prototypical package, 

the unemployment rate in 2010Q4 is predicted to be approximately 7.0%, 

which is well below the approximately 8.8% that would result in the absence 

of a plan.” (Christina Romer and Jared Bernstein, “The Job Impact Of The American Recovery And 

Reinvestment Plan,” 1/9/09) 
 

Obama Released A Graph So ȰThe American People Can See Exactly 

What This Plan Will Mean For Their Families, Their Communities, And 

Our Economy.ȱ OBAMA: “I asked my nominee for Chair of the Council of 

Economic Advisers, Dr. Christina Romer, and the Vice President-Elect’s Chief 

Economic Adviser, Dr. Jared Bernstein, to conduct a rigorous analysis of this 

plan and come up with projections of how many jobs it will create – and what 

kind of jobs they will be. Today, I am releasing a report of their findings so 

that the American people can see exactly what this plan will mean for their 

families, their communities, and our economy.” (President-Elect Barack Obama, The 

President Elect’s Radio Address, 1/10/09) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Christina Romer and Jared Bernstein, “The Job Impact Of The American Recovery And Reinvestment Plan,” 1/9/09) 

http://otrans.3cdn.net/45593e8ecbd339d074_l3m6bt1te.pdf
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And As The Associated Press Reported, Obama Doubled-Down On Stimulus Promises 

In The Face Of Criticism: 

 

“President Barack Obama assured the nation his recovery plan was on track 

Monday, scrambling to calm Americans unnerved by unemployment rates 

still persistently rising nearly four months after he signed the biggest 

economic stimulus in history.”  (Brett J. Blackledge and Matt Apuzzo, “Obama’s Stimulus Promise: 

More Than 600,000 Jobs,” The Associated Press, 6/8/09) 
 

“Obama admitted his own dissatisfaction with the progress but said his 

administration would ramp up stimulus spending in the coming months.”  
(Brett J. Blackledge and Matt Apuzzo, “Obama’s Stimulus Promise: More Than 600,000 Jobs,” The Associated Press, 

6/8/09) 
 

“He also repeated an earlier promise to create or save 600,000 jobs by the 

end of the summer.”  (Brett J. Blackledge and Matt Apuzzo, “Obama’s Stimulus Promise: More Than 

600,000 Jobs,” The Associated Press, 6/8/09) 
 

“Neither the acceleration nor the jobs goal are new. Both represent a White 

House repackaging of promises and projects to blunt criticism that the effects 

haven’t been worth the historic price tag.”  (Brett J. Blackledge and Matt Apuzzo, “Obama’s 

Stimulus Promise: More Than 600,000 Jobs,” The Associated Press, 6/8/09) 
 

“By now, according to earlier White House economic models, the nation’s 

unemployment rate should be on the decline. The forecasts used to drum up 

support for the plan projected today’s unemployment would be about 8 

percent. Instead, it sits at 9.4 percent, the highest in more than 25 years.”  
(Brett J. Blackledge and Matt Apuzzo, “Obama’s Stimulus Promise: More Than 600,000 Jobs,” The Associated Press, 

6/8/09) 
 

On Another Occasion, PolitiFact Rated George Allenȭs Statement That Former 

Governor Tim Kaine (D-VA) Proposed Over $6 Billion In Tax Increases As Only ȰHalf-

True:ȱ 

 

“Allen’s campaign manager told supporters in an e-mail that Kaine was a ‘big 

government’ liberal who proposed more than ‘$6 billion in tax increases from 

the time he entered the Governor’s mansion until the time he left.’”  (Jacob Geiger, 

“George Allen Says Tim Kaine Proposed $6 Billion In Tax Increases While Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 4/16/11) 
 

“We wondered if Kaine’s record as governor matched Allen’s claim.”  (Jacob 

Geiger, “George Allen Says Tim Kaine Proposed $6 Billion In Tax Increases While Governor,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/16/11) 
 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/06/08/obamas-stimulus-promise-m_n_212420.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/06/08/obamas-stimulus-promise-m_n_212420.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/06/08/obamas-stimulus-promise-m_n_212420.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/06/08/obamas-stimulus-promise-m_n_212420.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/06/08/obamas-stimulus-promise-m_n_212420.html
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/16/george-allen/george-allen-says-tim-kaine-proposed-6-billion-tax/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/16/george-allen/george-allen-says-tim-kaine-proposed-6-billion-tax/
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“We rate this claim Half True.”  (Jacob Geiger, “George Allen Says Tim Kaine Proposed $6 Billion In 

Tax Increases While Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/16/11) 
 

PolitiFact Disputed Counting A $1 Billion Tax Increase Over Kaineȭs Four Year Term 

As A $4 Billion Tax Increase: 

 

“The first came days after Kaine took office. He rolled out an unsuccessful 

plan to raise about $1 billion a year for transportation.”  (Jacob Geiger, “George Allen 

Says Tim Kaine Proposed $6 Billion In Tax Increases While Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

4/16/11) 
 

“Allen, factoring in the four years of Kaine’s term, calls this a $4 billion tax 

increase.”  (Jacob Geiger, “George Allen Says Tim Kaine Proposed $6 Billion In Tax Increases While Governor,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/16/11) 
 

“That’s a misleading number. State tax increases are typically valued by the 

yearly revenues they produce. So this is more accurately described as a $1 

billion tax increase.”  (Jacob Geiger, “George Allen Says Tim Kaine Proposed $6 Billion In Tax Increases 

While Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/16/11) 
 

However, The Richmond Times Dispatch ɀ Which Houseȭs PolitiFact Virginia ɀ Reports 

On Its Website That Kaineȭs Proposed $1 Billion Tax Increase For Transportation 

Was In Fact A Nearly $4 Billion Tax Increase: 

 

January 20, 2006: Kaine ȰProposes Taxes And Fees To Raise $3.7 Billion 

For Transit Over Four Years.ȱ  (Andrew Cain, “Key Dates In Gov. Timothy M. Kaine’s Tenure,” 

Richmond Times Dispatch, 1/3/10) 

 
(“Key Dates In Gov. Timothy M. Kaine’s Tenure,” Richmond Times-Dispatch, 1/3/10) 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/16/george-allen/george-allen-says-tim-kaine-proposed-6-billion-tax/
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The Roanoke Times And The Associated Press Also Reported The Tax Increase As 

Nearly $4 Billion: 

 

“Gov. Tim Kaine will seek higher taxes on vehicle purchases and automobile 

insurance premiums and steep fines for driving violations to generate 

revenue for a transportation funding package that would produce $3.7 billion 

in its first four years and provide a sustained source of money for road and 

transit projects.”  (Michael Sluss, “Kaine Unveils Road Map,” The Roanoke Times, 1/21/06) 

 

“Kaine proposes taxes on buying, titling and insuring cars and steeper fines 

for traffic offenses to raise $3.7 billion over four years for transportation. 

Measure fails.”  (“Key Points Of Gov. Tim Kaine’s Term,” The Associated Press, 12/26/09) 

 

Including The $3.7 Billion Tax Increase, Kaine Called For An Additional $4.2 Billion 

In Tax Increases For A Total Of $7.9 Billion: 

 

2007: $1 Billion Tax Increase Per Year - “Virginia Gov. Timothy M. Kaine 

(D) proposed raising state taxes and fees yesterday by almost $1 billion a 

year for transportation, once again plunging his administration into the 

bitter debate that nearly caused a government shutdown last yearȢȱ (Michael D. 

Shear, “Kaine Again Floats Tax Hike For Traffic Ills,” The Washington Post, 1/5/07) 
 

2008: $1.1 Billion Tax Increase - “Virginia Gov. Timothy M. Kaine proposed 

Monday raising $1.1 billion in taxes and fees to build and repair roads, 

including boosting the sales tax by 1 cent in Northern Virginia and Hampton 

Roads.”  (Tim Craig and Anita Kumar, “Va. GOP Lawmakers Reject Kaine’s Latest Transportation Fix,” The 

Washington Post, 5/13/08) 
 

2009: $2 Billion Income Tax Increase Per Year: “Virginia’s hated local car 

tax would be replaced with a $2 billion-a-year income tax increase under the 

new budget Gov. Timothy M. Kaine presented Friday.” (Bob Lewis and Dena Potter, “Va. 

Gov: End Car Tax, Raise Income Tax 1 Percent,” The Associated Press, 12/18/09) 

PolitiFact Favors Kaine Against Other Republican Statements 
 

PolitiFact Rated ȰMostly Falseȱ A Claim By The Republican Party Of Virginia That 

Kaine Broke A Promise Not To Raise Taxes As Governor: 

 

“The Republican Party of Virginia was ready to roll when Democrat Timothy 

M. Kaine recently announced he will run for the U.S. Senate next year.” (Sean 

Gorman, “Virginia Republicans Say Tim Kaine Broke Campaign Pledge Not To Raise Taxes,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/21/11) 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/21/republican-party-virginia/virginia-republicans-say-tim-kaine-broke-campaign-/
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“Under the subhead ‘7 days,’ the GOP wrote that’s ‘How long it took Tim 

Kaine to break his campaign promise not to raise taxes.’”  (Sean Gorman, “Virginia 

Republicans Say Tim Kaine Broke Campaign Pledge Not To Raise Taxes,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

4/21/11) 
 

“Kaine indeed asked for a tax increase on his seventh day in office. On Jan. 20, 

2006, he proposed a $1 billion-a-year transportation package that called for 

higher levies on vehicle sales and insurance as well as increased traffic fines 

and registration fees.”  (Sean Gorman, “Virginia Republicans Say Tim Kaine Broke Campaign Pledge Not 

To Raise Taxes,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/21/11) 
 

“Whether he broke a campaign promise is more complicated. Kaine held a 

murky position on taxes during the campaign.”  (Sean Gorman, “Virginia Republicans Say 

Tim Kaine Broke Campaign Pledge Not To Raise Taxes,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/21/11) 
 

“There’s no evidence Kaine made a no-tax pledge during the 2005 campaign.”  
(Sean Gorman, “Virginia Republicans Say Tim Kaine Broke Campaign Pledge Not To Raise Taxes,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact , 4/21/11) 
 

“We rate the GOP claim Barely True. Editor’s note: This statement was rated 

Barely True when it was published. On July 27, 2011, we changed the name 

for the rating to Mostly False.”  (Sean Gorman, “Virginia Republicans Say Tim Kaine Broke Campaign 

Pledge Not To Raise Taxes,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/21/11) 
 

However, As PolitiFact Notes, But Discounts, Kaine Promised To Veto Any Tax 

Increase: 
 

“Democratic gubernatorial candidate Timothy M. Kaine promised yesterday 

to veto any new tax or fee for transportation or any increase in existing levies 

until at least 2009, when a constitutional amendment to lock up the state’s 

road fund could become law.”  (Michael D. Shear and Michael Alison Chandler, “Kaine Vows Veto Of 

Taxes For Roads,” The Washington Post, 6/24/05) 
 

“Kaine said the only new money for roads, bridges and trains on his watch 

would come from budget surpluses, if they materialize, and from a transfer of 

existing general fund taxes that would provide about $40 million a year for 

Northern Virginia.”  (Michael D. Shear and Michael Alison Chandler, “Kaine Vows Veto Of Taxes For 

Roads,” The Washington Post, 6/24/05) 
 

“‘Any tax increase or any kind of fee increase -- or if we can think of a word 

that’s a synonym for fees -- any revenue increase that’s proposed into a 

transportation system, a trust fund, that’s not locked up and protected will be 

vetoed,’ Kaine told reporters after a speech to business leaders in Herndon.”  
(Michael D. Shear and Michael Alison Chandler, “Kaine Vows Veto Of Taxes For Roads,” The Washington Post, 

6/24/05) 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/21/republican-party-virginia/virginia-republicans-say-tim-kaine-broke-campaign-/
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PolitiFact Ignored A Richmond Times-Dispatch Editorial That Criticized Kaine For His 

Tax Flip-Flops: 

 

“If you have been suffering lately from a sense of déjà vu, you might lay part 

of the blame on your governor.”  (Editorial, “Broken Vows On State Taxes, the Burned Hand Teaches 

Best,” Richmond Times Dispatch, 4/4/06) 
 

“But then, before winning office he promised he would not raise the subject, 

let alone taxes, until the legislature had secured transportation funds in an 

inviolable lockbox.”  (Editorial, “Broken Vows On State Taxes, the Burned Hand Teaches Best,” Richmond 

Times Dispatch, 4/4/06) 
 

“Back then, he also was saying things such as, ‘we can’t tax and pave our way 

out of traffic,’ and - in response to the accusation by his opponent, Jerry 

Kilgore, that Kaine would raise taxes – ‘there you go again, Jerry, making stuff 

up. You’re not fit to be governor if you make stuff up on this stage.’”  (Editorial, 

“Broken Vows On State Taxes, the Burned Hand Teaches Best,” Richmond Times Dispatch, 4/4/06) 
 

“If Kaine is having a hard time stirring enthusiasm for his roads-and-taxes 

plan, perhaps that is because Virginians do not wish to be fooled again.”  
(Editorial, “Broken Vows On State Taxes, the Burned Hand Teaches Best,” Richmond Times Dispatch, 4/4/06) 

PolitiFact: Half Flip Or Full Flop 
 

PolitiFact Ruled As A ȰHalf- Flipȱ Kaineȭs Decision To Run For U.S. Senate After Saying 

He Wouldnȭt Run, Because The President Asked Kaine To, Despite Recognizing Kaine 

Said Definitively He Would Not Run: 

 

“The worst-kept secret in Virginia is now official: Democrat Timothy M. Kaine 

is running for the U.S. Senate.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Tim Kaine Said He Would Not Run For Senate,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/5/11) 
 

“Three weeks before Webb said he was leaving, MSNBC’s Andrea Mitchell put 

the big question before Kaine during an interview.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Tim Kaine Said He 

Would Not Run For Senate,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/5/11) 
 

“‘And if Jim Webb does not run, would you consider that Senate race?’ she 

asked.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Tim Kaine Said He Would Not Run For Senate,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

4/5/11) 
 

“‘No, I’ve got a job I really like right now, tough though it may be,’ Kaine said, 

referring to his DNC chairmanship. ‘And I’m doing what the president wants 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/05/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-said-he-would-not-run-senate/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/05/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-said-he-would-not-run-senate/
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me to do. And so, no, my full expectation is that I’m going to be supporting a 

great Virginia Democrat, and I believe that Virginia Democrat will be Jim 

Webb for the Senate seat.’”  (Jacob Geiger, “Tim Kaine Said He Would Not Run For Senate,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/5/11) 
 

“While Kaine certainly said he would not run for the Senate, he also 

expressed a desire to do ‘what the president wants me to do.’ Once Webb 

said he would not seek reelection, Obama began encouraging Kaine to run.”  
(Jacob Geiger, “Tim Kaine Said He Would Not Run For Senate,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/5/11) 
 

“So we rate Kaine’s candidacy a Half Flip.”  (Jacob Geiger, “Tim Kaine Said He Would Not Run 

For Senate,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/5/11) 
 

Later, PolitiFact Gave Corey Stewart ɀ Chairman Of The Prince William County Board 

Of Supervisors ɀ A ȰFull Flopȱ Over His Endorsement Of Allenȭs Campaign: 

 

“Some of the sharpest criticism of George Allen’s bid to regain his old seat in 

the U.S. Senate has come from Corey Stewart, a fellow Republican who is 

chairman of the Prince William County Board of Supervisors.”  (Warren Fiske, “Corey 

Stewart Endorsement Of George Allen Is Full Flop,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/3/11) 
 

“‘George Allen would be a terrible candidate for the Republican party in 

2012,’ Stewart said in a TV interview on Jan. 24, 2011, the day Allen 

announced his candidacy. ‘He’s got the baggage, he ran a poor campaign in 

2006, and he never acted as a conservative when he was in the U.S. Senate.’”  
(Warren Fiske, “Corey Stewart Endorsement Of George Allen Is Full Flop,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

11/3/11) 
 

“At the time, Stewart was considering running against Allen for Virginia’s 

2012 Republican senate nomination. He lauded Allen as a ‘great governor’ 

from 1994 to 1998. But Stewart said Allen’s term in the Senate, from 2001 to 

2007, was ‘mediocre.’”  (Warren Fiske, “Corey Stewart Endorsement Of George Allen Is Full Flop,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/3/11) 
 

“Let’s fast forward to Nov. 1, 2011, when Stewart, appeared at a news 

conference with Allen. ‘I hereby endorse and give my full support to George 

Allen for the United States Senate in 2012,’ he said.”  (Warren Fiske, “Corey Stewart 

Endorsement Of George Allen Is Full Flop,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/3/11) 
 

“Stewart’s endorsement of Allen is not a difficult case for on our Flip-O-

Meter. Anytime a politician totally recants an earlier position, as Stewart has 

done, we rate it a Full Flop.”  (Warren Fiske, “Corey Stewart Endorsement Of George Allen Is Full 

Flop,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/3/11) 
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PolitiFact Bends Over Backwards To Rule In Favor Of Kaine 
 

Monday, December 26, 2011, The Day After Christmas, PolitiFact Ruled As ȰMostly 

Trueȱ Kaineȭs December Debate Attack Line That Allen Turned Historic Surpluses 

Into Historic Deficits: 

 

“Democratic Senate Candidate Tim Kaine has been mining Republican George 

Allen’s votes during his former tenure in the U.S. Senate to argue he’s no 

fiscal conservative.”  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine Claims Deficit George Allen Helped Turn Record Surplus 

Into Record Deficit,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/26/11) 

 

“A case in point is this attack that Kaine hurled at Allen during a December 

debate between the two candidates.”  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine Claims Deficit George Allen 

Helped Turn Record Surplus Into Record Deficit,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/26/11) 

 

“‘He (Allen) turned, and his colleagues in the majority in the Senate turned, 

the biggest surplus in the history of the United States into the biggest deficit 

in the history of the United States,’ Kaine said.”  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine Claims Deficit 

George Allen Helped Turn Record Surplus Into Record Deficit,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/26/11) 
 

“But Brandi Hoffine, a Kaine campaign spokeswoman, said Kaine was 

referring specifically to surpluses and deficits as they stood at the time of 

Allen’s 2001-2007 tenure in the Senate.”  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine Claims Deficit George Allen 

Helped Turn Record Surplus Into Record Deficit,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/26/11) 
 

“Hoffine said in an e-mail that Office of Management and Budget data shows 

the surplus hit $236 billion in fiscal 2000. The data also show that swung to a 

$412.7 billion deficit during the 2004 budget year.”  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine Claims 

Deficit George Allen Helped Turn Record Surplus Into Record Deficit,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

12/26/11) 
 

“One way is to look at as Kaine did -- measuring the deficit in current year 

dollars without adjusting for inflation. By that method, 2004 had the highest 

deficit on record up until that time. Fiscal year 2000, which ended a couple 

months before Allen arrived, was the highest on record.”  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine 

Claims Deficit George Allen Helped Turn Record Surplus Into Record Deficit,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

12/26/11) 
 

“While it is the narrowest way of looking at deficits over time, it is accurate. 

We rate the claim Mostly True.”  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine Claims Deficit George Allen Helped Turn 

Record Surplus Into Record Deficit,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/26/11) 
 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/26/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-claims-deficit-george-allen-helped-turn-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/26/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-claims-deficit-george-allen-helped-turn-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/26/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-claims-deficit-george-allen-helped-turn-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/26/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-claims-deficit-george-allen-helped-turn-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/26/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-claims-deficit-george-allen-helped-turn-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/26/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-claims-deficit-george-allen-helped-turn-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/26/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-claims-deficit-george-allen-helped-turn-/
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PolitiFact Ruled In Favor Of Kaine, Despite Admitting Other Periods Of Time Had 

Higher Deficits As A Percentage Of GDP, The Most Accurate Way Of Comparing 

Surpluses And Deficits: 

 

“A third way to look at this, which is favored by several analysts we spoke with, 

measures surpluses and deficits as a percentage of the country’s gross 

domestic product in a given year.”  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine Claims Deficit George Allen Helped 

Turn Record Surplus Into Record Deficit,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/26/11) 
 

“Richard Kogan, a senior fellow at the liberal Center on Budget and Policy 

Priorities, noted the deficit was a higher percentage of GDP at other times, 

including under President Ronald Reagan in 1983 and 1985 when the 

shortfalls were 6 percent and 5.1 percent, respectively.”  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine 

Claims Deficit George Allen Helped Turn Record Surplus Into Record Deficit,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

12/26/11) 
 

“Kogan said most analysts compare deficits through history by measuring 

how they compare to a particular year’s Gross Domestic Product.”  (Sean Gorman, 

“Tim Kaine Claims Deficit George Allen Helped Turn Record Surplus Into Record Deficit,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 12/26/11) 
 

In May 2012, PolitiFact !ÍÅÎÄÅÄ )ÔÓ 2ÕÌÉÎÇ !ÆÔÅÒ !ÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÉÎÇ 4ÈÅ Ȱ!ÌÌÅÎ 

#ÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ )Ó 2ÉÇÈÔȱ !ÂÏÕÔ 4Èe Inherent Flaw In PolitiFact’s Analysis, Which Was To 

)ÇÎÏÒÅ 4ÈÅ &ÁÃÔ 4ÈÁÔ 4ÈÅ Ȱ"ÅÓÔ 7ÁÙ 4Ï #ÏÍÐÁÒÅ $ÅÆÉÃÉÔÓ 4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙȱ )Ó 4Ï 'Ï 

By GDP: 

 

“Editors Note: On Dec. 26, 2011, PolitiFact Virginia rated as Mostly True a 

statement by Democrat Tim Kaine that Republican George Allen, during his 

term in the U.S. Senate from 2001-2007, helped turn the largest budget 

surplus in U.S. history into the largest deficit.”  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine Claims Deficit 

George Allen Helped Turn Record Surplus Into Record Deficit,” Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 5/15/12) 
 

“Our ruling was largely based on raw federal budget numbers dating back to 

the 1930s. The Allen campaign recently told us that our rating did not give 

enough credence to what two economists said in the original story: The best 

way to compare deficits through history is to express them as a percentage of 

the Gross Domestic Product at the time.”  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine Claims Deficit George 
Allen Helped Turn Record Surplus Into Record Deficit,” Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 5/15/12) 
 

“We took a new look at the fact-check and concluded the Allen campaign is 

right.”  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine Claims Deficit George Allen Helped Turn Record Surplus Into Record Deficit,” 
Richmond Times-DispÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 5/15/12) 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/26/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-claims-deficit-george-allen-helped-turn-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/26/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-claims-deficit-george-allen-helped-turn-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/26/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-claims-deficit-george-allen-helped-turn-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/may/15/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-claims-deficit-george-allen-helped-turn-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/may/15/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-claims-deficit-george-allen-helped-turn-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/may/15/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-claims-deficit-george-allen-helped-turn-/
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And Yet, PolitiFact 3ÔÉÌÌ 2ÁÔÅÄ 4ÈÅ #ÌÁÉÍ !Ó Ȱ(ÁÌÆ 4ÒÕÅȟȱ 3ÔÁÔÉÎÇ +ÁÉÎÅȭÓ .ÕÍÂÅÒÓ 3ÔÉÌÌ 

(ÁÄ Ȱ6ÁÌÉÄÉÔÙȟȱ "ÕÔ .ÅÅÄÅÄ Ȱ#ÏÎÔÅØÔȱȡ 

 

“So we are changing our rating to Half True because there is still validity to 

Kaine’s claim, but his numbers need context.”  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine Claims Deficit 

George Allen Helped Turn Record Surplus Into Record Deficit,” Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 5/15/12) 
 

!ÆÔÅÒ !ÄÍÉÔÔÉÎÇ 4ÈÅ !ÌÌÅÎ #ÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ 7ÁÓ Ȱ2ÉÇÈÔȟȱ PolitiFact #ÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ 4Ï 5ÓÅ +ÁÉÎÅȭÓ 

&ÉÇÕÒÅÓ 4Ï #ÏÎÃÏÃÔ ! Ȱ(ÁÌÆ 4ÒÕÅȱ 2ÕÌÉÎÇ "ÁÓÅÄ /Î $ÁÔÁ 4ÈÁÔ .ÅÅÄÅÄ Ȱ#ÏÎÔÅØÔȱ 2ÁÔÈÅÒ 

Than Measuring Surpluses And Deficits Based On Historical GDP Figures Which Show 

During Allenȭs Senate Years Deficits Were Neither Historic Then, Nor Now: 

 

Comparing Apples To Apples ɀ The White Houseȭs Office Of Management And Budget 

Calculations ɀ The Largest U.S. Deficits As A Percentage Of GDP In History Were 

Between 1942 And 1945.  (“Table 1.3 – Summary of Receipts, Outlays, and Surpluses or deficits (-) in Current Dollars, 

Constant (FY 2005) Dollars, and as Percentage of GDP: 1940-2016),” Office of Management and Budget, The White House) 
 

Fiscal 
Year 

As Percentages of GDP 

Receipts Outlays 
Surplus or 
$ÅÆÉÃÉÔ ɉϺɊ 

1942 10.1 24.3 -14.2 

1943 13.3 43.6 -30.3 

1944 20.9 43.6 -22.7 

1945 20.4 41.9 -21.5 
(“Table 1.3 – Summary of Receipts, Outlays, and Surpluses or deficits (-) in Current Dollars, Constant (FY 2005) Dollars, and as 

Percentage of GDP: 1940-2016),” Office of Management and Budget, The White House) 
 

Note: Dollars in billions. 

 

Using The White Houseȭs Office Of Management And Budget Calculations, None Of 

The Deficits During George Allenȭs Years In The Senate, Nor The Following Year, 

Matched The Largest U.S. Deficits As A Percentage Of GDP In History, Between 1943 

And 1945, Nor The Obama Years.  (“Table 1.3 – Summary of Receipts, Outlays, and Surpluses or deficits (-) in Current 

Dollars, Constant (FY 2005) Dollars, and as Percentage of GDP: 1940-2016),” Office of Management and Budget, The White House) 
 

¶ Between 2005 And 2007, The Year After Allen Left Office, The Deficit As A 
Percentage Of GDP Was On A Downward Trajectory.  (“Table 1.3 – Summary of Receipts, Outlays, 

and Surpluses or deficits (-) in Current Dollars, Constant (FY 2005) Dollars, and as Percentage of GDP: 1940-2016),” Office of 
Management and Budget, The White House) 

 

Fiscal 
Year 

As Percentages of GDP 

Receipts Outlays 
Surplus or 
$ÅÆÉÃÉÔ ɉϺɊ 

2000 20.6 18.2 2.4 

2001 19.5 18.2 1.3 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/may/15/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-claims-deficit-george-allen-helped-turn-/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/Historicals
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/Historicals
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/Historicals
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/Historicals
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Fiscal 
Year 

As Percentages of GDP 

Receipts Outlays 
Surplus or 
$ÅÆÉÃÉÔ ɉϺɊ 

2002 17.6 19.1 -1.5 

2003 16.2 19.7 -3.4 

2004 16.1 19.6 -3.5 

2005 17.3 19.9 -2.6 

2006 18.2 20.1 -1.9 

2007 18.5 19.6 -1.2 
(“Table 1.3 – Summary of Receipts, Outlays, and Surpluses or deficits (-) in Current Dollars, Constant (FY 2005) Dollars, and as 

Percentage of GDP: 1940-2016),” Office of Management and Budget, The White House) 
 

Using The White Houseȭs Office Of Management And Budget Calculations, The Obama 

Deficits Are Also Greater Than The U.S. Deficits As A Percentage Of GDP Than The 

Allen Years.  (“Table 1.3 – Summary of Receipts, Outlays, and Surpluses or deficits (-) in Current Dollars, Constant (FY 2005) 

Dollars, and as Percentage of GDP: 1940-2016),” Office of Management and Budget, The White House) 
 

Fiscal 
Year 

As Percentages of GDP 

Receipts Outlays 
Surplus or 
$ÅÆÉÃÉÔ ɉϺɊ 

2009 14.9 25.0 -10.0 

2010 14.9 23.8 -8.9 

2011 14.4 25.3 -10.9 

2012 16.6 23.6 -7.0 
(“Table 1.3 – Summary of Receipts, Outlays, and Surpluses or deficits (-) in Current Dollars, Constant (FY 2005) Dollars, and as 

Percentage of GDP: 1940-2016),” Office of Management and Budget, The White House) 

 

Note: Dollars in billions; 2011-2012, according to OMB figures are estimated. 

 

Using The White Houseȭs Office Of Management And Budget Calculations, U.S. Deficits 

As A Percentage Of GDP Were Larger In 1982-1986 Than Any Year Allen Was In 

Office Or The Following Year.  (“Table 1.3 – Summary of Receipts, Outlays, and Surpluses or deficits (-) in Current 

Dollars, Constant (FY 2005) Dollars, and as Percentage of GDP: 1940-2016),” Office of Management and Budget, The White House) 

 

Fiscal 
Year 

As Percentages of GDP 

Receipts Outlays 
Surplus or 
$ÅÆÉÃÉÔ ɉϺɊ 

1982 19.2 23.1 -4.0 

1983 17.5 23.5 -6.0 

1984 17.3 22.2 -4.8 

1985 17.7 22.8 -5.1 

1986 17.5 22.5 -5.0 
(“Table 1.3 – Summary of Receipts, Outlays, and Surpluses or deficits (-) in Current Dollars, Constant (FY 2005) Dollars, and as 

Percentage of GDP: 1940-2016),” Office of Management and Budget, The White House) 

 

Using The White Houseȭs Office Of Management And Budget Calculations, U.S. Deficits 

As A Percentage Of GDP Were Larger In 1990-1993 Than Any Year Allen Was In 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/Historicals
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/Historicals
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/Historicals
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/Historicals
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/Historicals
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Office Or The Following Year.  (“Table 1.3 – Summary of Receipts, Outlays, and Surpluses or deficits (-) in Current 

Dollars, Constant (FY 2005) Dollars, and as Percentage of GDP: 1940-2016),” Office of Management and Budget, The White House) 
 

Fiscal 
Year 

As Percentages of GDP 

Receipts Outlays 
Surplus or 
$ÅÆÉÃÉÔ ɉϺɊ 

1990 18.0 21.9 -3.9 

1991 17.8 22.3 -4.5 

1992 17.5 22.1 -4.7 

1993 17.5 21.4 -3.9 
(“Table 1.3 – Summary of Receipts, Outlays, and Surpluses or deficits (-) in Current Dollars, Constant (FY 2005) Dollars, and as 

Percentage of GDP: 1940-2016),” Office of Management and Budget, The White House) 
 

Perhaps Better Demonstrated By A Graph, Deficits As Allen Left Office Pale In 

Comparison To The Trillion Dollar Deficits That Have Become The Norm Under The 

Obama Administration: 

PolitiFact Doubles-Down Against Allen . . . Again And Again 
 

In A Peculiar Move, PolitiFact ȰFact Checkedȱ The Same Exact Claim Against Allen 

Twice: Once By Then- Republican Primary Opponent Jamie Radtke And Once By 

Kaine: 

 

Radtkeȭs ȰFact Checkȱ: 

 

“Radtke fired a warning shot at Allen along with a challenge to meet monthly 

across Virginia and debate ‘the serious problems facing America.’”  (Warren Fiske, 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/Historicals
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/Historicals
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“Jamie Radtke Says Debt Grew By $16,000 Every Second Of George Allen’s Senate Term,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 1/23/11) 
 

“‘For example, during Sen. Allen’s six years in office, he voted for budgets 

adding $3.1 trillion to the national debt -- that’s $16,400 for every second 

Sen. Allen was in office,’ Radtke said in a Jan. 17 news release.”  (Warren Fiske, 

“Jamie Radtke Says Debt Grew By $16,000 Every Second Of George Allen’s Senate Term,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 1/23/11) 
 

“That’s the price of a brand new, four-door Chevy Cobalt for ever second 

Allen was in the Senate 2001 and 2007, according to a Google search. We 

revved our engines to see if Radtke is right.”  (Warren Fiske, “Jamie Radtke Says Debt Grew 

By $16,000 Every Second Of George Allen’s Senate Term,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/23/11) 
 

“Radtke said the Allen voted for budgets that increased the debt by $16,400 

every second he was in the Senate. Her formula was a bit flawed; the actual 

figure is $16,896.68 a second.”  (Warren Fiske, “Jamie Radtke Says Debt Grew By $16,000 Every 

Second Of George Allen’s Senate Term,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/23/11) 

 

“We find it hard to penalize Radtke for a slight mistake she made in her 

opponent’s favor. So we rate her statement True.”  (Warren Fiske, “Jamie Radtke Says Debt 

Grew By $16,000 Every Second Of George Allen’s Senate Term,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/23/11) 
 

Kaineȭs ȰFact Checkȱ: 

 

“The national debt increased ‘by $16,000 every second of the six years he 

served,’ Kaine said in a Dec. 7 debate with Allen. The two former governors 

are running for the U.S. Senate seat held by Jim Webb, D-Va., who will not 

seek reelection next year.”  (Warren Fiske, “Tim Kaine Says Debt Grew By $16,000 Every Second Of 

George Allen’s Senate Term,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/8/11) 
 

“We were curious if the national debt really did increase by $16,000 every 

second Allen was in the Senate. So we unsheathed our calculators and went 

to work.”  (Warren Fiske, “Tim Kaine Says Debt Grew By $16,000 Every Second Of George Allen’s Senate Term,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/8/11) 
 

“Allen voted for budgets that increased the debt by $16,896.68 a second.”  
(Warren Fiske, “Tim Kaine Says Debt Grew By $16,000 Every Second Of George Allen’s Senate Term,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/8/11) 
 

“We rate Kaine’s statement True.”  (Warren Fiske, “Tim Kaine Says Debt Grew By $16,000 Every 

Second Of George Allen’s Senate Term,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/8/11) 
 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/23/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-geo/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/23/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-geo/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/23/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-geo/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/23/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-geo/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/23/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-geo/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/08/tim-kaine/time-kaine-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-georg/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/08/tim-kaine/time-kaine-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-georg/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/08/tim-kaine/time-kaine-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-georg/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/08/tim-kaine/time-kaine-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-georg/
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PolitiFact Ruled On Kaineȭs Claim Against Allen Even Though It Acknowledged It Had 

Previously Looked At This Claim, Although Failed To Admit It Actually Checked The 

Same Figure: 

 

“The national debt rose by $3.202 billion during that span and, as we pointed 

out in a Truth-O-Meter earlier this year, Allen voted for each of about four 

dozen appropriation bills that came to the Senate floor during his term.”  
(Warren Fiske, “Tim Kaine Says Debt Grew By $16,000 Every Second Of George Allen’s Senate Term,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/8/11) 
 

Just As Bizarre, PolitiFact Again ȰFact Checkedȱ Another Attack Against Allen Twice, 

But This Time With Contradictory Results: 

 

May 13, 2011: ȰJamie Radtke Says George Allen Had 40,000 Earmarks While 

Senator.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Jamie Radtke Says George Allen Had 40,000 Earmarks While Senator,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 5/13/11) 
 

“Tea Party organizer Jamie Radtke says George Allen was a big spender 

during his time in the U.S. Senate.”  (Sean Gorman, “Jamie Radtke Says George Allen Had 40,000 

Earmarks While Senator,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact , 5/13/11) 
 

“In a May 4 telephone interview with the WJHL 11 Connect television, which 

serves northeast Tennessee and Southwest Virginia, Radtke used a startling 

statistic to attack Allen’s 2001-2007 Senate term.”  (Sean Gorman, “Jamie Radtke Says 

George Allen Had 40,000 Earmarks While Senator,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/13/11) 
 

“‘He had 40,000 earmarks,’ she said.”  (Sean Gorman, “Jamie Radtke Says George Allen Had 

40,000 Earmarks While Senator,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/13/11) 
 

“Radtke, at least three times, said that Allen ‘had 40,000 earmarks’ during his 

tenure in the Senate. That suggests he actually requested those line items.”  
(Sean Gorman, “Jamie Radtke Says George Allen Had 40,000 Earmarks While Senator,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 5/13/11) 
 

“Her campaign spokesman said that she means that Allen ‘voted for’ those 

earmarks because that he said were included in overall appropriations bills 

that Allen supported.”  (Sean Gorman, “Jamie Radtke Says George Allen Had 40,000 Earmarks While 

Senator,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/13/11) 
 

“But that’s not what she said. Her statement is False.”  (Sean Gorman, “Jamie Radtke 

Says George Allen Had 40,000 Earmarks While Senator,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/13/11) 
 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/23/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-geo/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/08/tim-kaine/time-kaine-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-georg/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/13/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-george-allen-had-40000-earmarks-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/13/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-george-allen-had-40000-earmarks-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/13/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-george-allen-had-40000-earmarks-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/13/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-george-allen-had-40000-earmarks-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/13/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-george-allen-had-40000-earmarks-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/13/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-george-allen-had-40000-earmarks-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/13/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-george-allen-had-40000-earmarks-/
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April 18, 2012: ȰJamie Radtke Claims George Allen ȬVoted For 40,000 Earmarks.ȭȱ  
(Nancy Madsen, “Jamie Radtke Claims George Allen ‘Voted For 40,000 Earmarks,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/18/12) 
 

“Jamie Radtke wants to tag George Allen, the frontrunner in the June 12 

Republican primary for the U.S. Senate, as a big spender.”  (Nancy Madsen, “Jamie 

Radtke Claims George Allen ‘Voted For 40,000 Earmarks,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/18/12) 
 

“In a recent web video, Radtke’s campaign claims that Allen “voted for 40,000 

earmarks” during his previous term as a senator from 2001 to 2007.”  (Nancy 

Madsen, “Jamie Radtke Claims George Allen ‘Voted For 40,000 Earmarks,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

4/18/12) 
 

“The appropriations bills Allen backed had 52,319 earmarks, according to the 

Citizens Against Government Waste. Radtke attaches a smaller number to 

Allen, but we won’t penalize her for understating her case.”  (Nancy Madsen, “Jamie 

Radtke Claims George Allen ‘Voted For 40,000 Earmarks,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/18/12) 
 

“So Radtke’s statement is accurate but needs clarification. We rate it Mostly 

True.”  (Nancy Madsen, “Jamie Radtke Claims George Allen ‘Voted For 40,000 Earmarks,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/18/12) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/apr/18/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-claims-george-allen-voted-40000-earma/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/apr/18/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-claims-george-allen-voted-40000-earma/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=awWtnUqlwXM
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/apr/18/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-claims-george-allen-voted-40000-earma/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/apr/18/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-claims-george-allen-voted-40000-earma/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/apr/18/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-claims-george-allen-voted-40000-earma/
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Appendix: PolitiFact Virginia Rulings By Party 

Republican Officials, Party Committees & Organizations 

PolitiFact On George Allen’s Statements 
 

Tuesday, November 9th, 2010 At 12:47 P.M.: ȰGeorge Allen Says National Debt 

Increased $6 Trillion Under Obama.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “George Allen Says National Debt Increased $6 Trillion Under 

Obama,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/9/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 
 

Tuesday, November 16th, 2010 At 9:30 A.M.: ȰGeorge Allen Says Obama, Pelosi, Reid 

Passed $1.2 Trillion Stimulus Bill.ȱ (Wes Hester, “George Allen Says Obama, Pelosi, Reid Passed $1.2 Trillion 

Stimulus Bill,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/16/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Pants On Fire 
 

Wednesday, December 15th, 2010 At 10:30 A.M.: ȰGeorge Allen Says Sen. Jim Webb 

Negates Votes Of Sen. Mark Warner.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “George Allen Says Sen. Jim Webb Negates Votes Of Sen. Mark 

Warner,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/15/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 
 

Monday, February 28th, 2011 At 9:19 A.M.: ȰGeorge Allen Says 2.6 Million Jobs Have 

Been Lost Since Stimulus Bill Was Signed.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “George Allen Says 2.6 Million Jobs Have Been Lost 

Since Stimulus Bill Was Signed,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/28/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 
 

Monday, February 28th, 2011 At 5:36 P.M.: ȰGeorge Allen Says Barack Obama 

Promised Stimulus Would Keep Unemployment Below 8 Percent.ȱ  (Robert Farley and Jacob 

Geiger, “George Allen Says Barack Obama Promised Stimulus Would Keep Unemployment Below 8 Percent,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 2/28/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 
 

¶ Note: PolitiFact Virginia changed its original ruling from “Barely True.” 
 

Monday, April 4th, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰGeorge Allen Says The Health Care Bill Defies 

The Wishes Of Americans.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “George Allen Says The Health Care Bill Defies The Wishes Of Americans,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/4/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/09/george-allen/george-allen-says-national-debt-increased-6-trilli/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/16/george-allen/george-allen-says-obama-pelosi-reid-passed-12-tril/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/dec/15/george-allen/george-allen-says-sen-jim-webb-negates-votes-sen-m/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/28/george-allen/george-allen-says-26-million-jobs-have-been-lost-s/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/28/george-allen/george-allen-says-barack-obama-promised-stimulus-w/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/04/george-allen/george-allen-says-health-care-bill-defies-wishes-a/
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Saturday, April 16th, 2011 At 8:00 A.M.: ȰGeorge Allen Says Tim Kaine Proposed $6 

Billion In Tax Increases While Governor.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “George Allen Says Tim Kaine Proposed $6 Billion In 

Tax Increases While Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/16/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

 

Friday, June 17th, 2011 At 2:09 P.M.: ȰGeorge Allen Says U.S. Leads World In Energy 

Resources.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “George Allen Says U.S. Leads World In Energy Resources,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

6/17/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Saturday, June 18th, 2011 At 7:00 A.M.: ȰGeorge Allen Says U.S. Corporate Tax Rate Is 

Second-Highest In World.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “George Allen Says U.S. Corporate Tax Rate Is Second-Highest In World,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 6/18/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

 

Wednesday, June 22nd, 2011 At 12:23 P.M.: ȰGeorge Allen Changes Stance Again On 

Ethanol Subsidies.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “George Allen Changes Stance Again On Ethanol Subsidies,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 6/22/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Full Flop 

 

Friday, July 8th, 2011 At 2:32 P.M.: ȰAllen Says China Owns More U.S. Bonds Than 

Americans.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Allen Says China Owns More U.S. Bonds Than Americans,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

7/8/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

Saturday, September 3rd, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰAllen Says He Substantially Cut State 

Government Workforce As Governor.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Allen Says He Substantially Cut State Government 

Workforce As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 9/3/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

 

Monday, September 12th, 2011 At 9:21 A.M.: ȰAllen Says He Reined In State Spending 

As Governor.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Allen Says He Reined In State Spending As Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

9/12/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/16/george-allen/george-allen-says-tim-kaine-proposed-6-billion-tax/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jun/17/george-allen/george-allen-says-us-leads-world-energy-resources/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jun/18/george-allen/george-allen-says-us-corporate-tax-rate-second-hig/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jun/22/george-allen/george-allen-changes-stance-again-ethanol/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/08/george-allen/allen-says-china-owns-more-us-bonds-americans/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/sep/03/george-allen/allen-says-he-substantially-cut-state-government-w/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/sep/12/george-allen/allen-says-he-reined-state-spending-governor/
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Thursday, December 8th, 2011 At 9:45 A.M.: ȰGeorge Allen Says U.S. Leads The World 

In Fossil Fuel Resources.ȱ  (Warren Fiske and Jacob Geiger, “George Allen Says U.S. Leads The World In Fossil Fuel 

Resources,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/8/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Monday, December 12th, 2011 At 7:00 A.M.: ȰGeorge Allen Says U.S. Lent $2 Billion To 

Brazil For Oil And Gas Exploration.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “George Allen Says U.S. Lent $2 Billion To Brazil For Oil And 

Gas Exploration,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/12/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

Tuesday, December 27th, 2011 At 4:32 A.M.: ȰGeorge Allen Claims He Was One Of A 

Dozen Senators To Vote Against The ȬBridge To Nowhere.ȭȱ  (Sean Gorman, “George Allen Claims He 

Was One Of A Dozen Senators To Vote Against The ‘Bridge To Nowhere,’” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/27/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Monday, February 20th, 2012 At 9:27 A.M.: ȰGeorge Allen Says Price Of Gas Tank Fill-

Up Has Risen $30 During Obamaȭs Term.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “George Allen Says Price Of Gas Tank Fill-Up Has 

Risen $30 During Obama’s Term,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/20/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 
 

Friday, March 9th, 2012 At 10:28 A.M.: ȰGeorge Allen Says He Cut $600 Million In 

Taxes As Governor.ȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “George Allen Says He Cut $600 Million In Taxes As Governor,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/9/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

-ÏÎÄÁÙȟ *ÕÎÅ ρψÔÈȟ ςπρς !Ô φȡππ !Ȣ-Ȣȡ Ȱ'ÅÏÒÇÅ !ÌÌÅÎ 3ÁÙÓ (Å &ÒÏÚÅ College Tuition 

7ÈÅÎ (Å 7ÁÓ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȢȱ  (Sean Gorman, “George Allen Says He Froze College Tuition When He Was Governor,” 
Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 6/18/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ *ÕÌÙ ρÓÔȟ ςπρς !Ô φȡππ !Ȣ-Ȣȡ Ȱ'ÅÏÒÇÅ !ÌÌÅÎ #ÁÌÌÓ (ÅÁÌÔÈ #are Law A 

'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ 4ÁËÅÏÖÅÒȢȱ  (Sean Gorman, “George Allen Calls Health Care Law A Government Takeover,” Richmond Times-

$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 7/1/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/08/george-allen/george-allen-says-us-leads-world-fossil-fuel-resou/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/12/george-allen/allen-says-us-lent-2-billion-brazil-oil-and-gas-ex/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/27/george-allen/george-allen-claims-he-was-one-dozen-senators-vote/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/20/george-allen/president-doesnt-control-gas-prices/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/mar/09/george-allen/george-allen-says-he-cut-600-million-taxes-governo/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jun/18/george-allen/george-allen-says-he-froze-college-tuition-when-he/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jul/01/george-allen/george-allen-calls-health-care-law-government-take/
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PolitiFact On Eric Cantor’s Statements 
 

Wednesday, October 27th, 2010 At 11:17 A.M.: ȰEric Cantor Tells Jon Stewart That 

U.S. Spent More In Past Two Years Than Previous 200.ȱ  (Louis Jacobson, “Eric Cantor Tells Jon Stewart 

That U.S. Spent More In Past Two Years Than Previous 200,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 10/27/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Pants On Fire 

 

Sunday, November 7th, 2010 At 10:00 A.M.: ȰEric Cantor Says President Obamaȭs 

Budget Adds More Debt Than Totaled By 43 Previous Presidents.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Eric Cantor 

Says President Obama’s Budget Adds More Debt Than Totaled By 43 Previous Presidents,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

11/7/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 
 

Friday, November 26th, 2010 At 11:58 A.M.: ȰEric Cantor Says Expiration Of Bush Tax 

Cuts Will Raise Small Business Taxes.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Eric Cantor Says Expiration Of Bush Tax Cuts Will Raise 

Small Business Taxes,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/26/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 
 

Saturday, January 15th, 2011 At 4:33 P.M.: ȰCantor Says Health Care Reform Collects 

10 Years Of Taxes For Six Years Of Benefits.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Cantor Says Health Care Reform Collects 10 Years 

Of Taxes For Six Years Of Benefits,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/15/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 
 

Wednesday, March 16th, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰEric Cantor Says Less Government 

Spending Equals More Private Sector Jobs.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Eric Cantor Says Less Government Spending 

Equals More Private Sector Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 
 

Friday, April 1st, 2011 At 12:54 P.M.: ȰEric Cantor Says Discretionary Spending Up 20 

Percent In 2 Years, 80 Percent With Stimulus.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Eric Cantor Says Discretionary Spending Up 

20 Percent In 2 Years, 80 Percent With Stimulus,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/1/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 
 

Wednesday, May 4th, 2011 At 12:33 P.M.: ȰRep. Eric Cantor Says 10,000 Baby 

Boomers A Day Are Becoming Eligible For Benefits.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Rep. Eric Cantor Says 10,000 Baby 

Boomers A Day Are Becoming Eligible For Benefits,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/4/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/oct/27/eric-cantor/eric-cantor-tells-jon-stewart-us-spent-more-past-t/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/07/eric-cantor/cantor-says-obama-budget-adds-more-debt-totaled-43/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/26/eric-cantor/eric-cantor-says-expiration-bush-tax-cuts-will-rai/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/15/eric-cantor/cantor-says-health-care-reform-collects-1o-years-t/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/16/eric-cantor/eric-spending-says-less-government-spending-equals/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/01/eric-cantor/eric-cantor-says-discretionary-spending-20-percent/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/04/eric-cantor/rep-eric-cantor-says-10000-baby-boomers-day-are-be/
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Monday, May 9th, 2011 At 9:43 A.M.: ȰEric Cantor Says Almost 50 Percent Of 

Americans Donȭt Pay Income Taxes.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Eric Cantor Says Almost 50 Percent Of Americans Don’t Pay 

Income Taxes,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/9/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Tuesday, May 31st, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰEric Cantor Says Benefits And Salary For 

Public Employees Are Far Higher Than Private Sector.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Eric Cantor Says Benefits And 

Salary For Public Employees Are Far Higher Than Private Sector,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/31/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Friday, June 3rd, 2011 At 2:58 P.M.: ȰCantor Says Stimulus ȬFailed To Get People Back 

To Work.ȭȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Cantor Says Stimulus ‘Failed To Get People Back To Work,’” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

6/3/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

Friday, July 29th, 2011 At 12:55 P.M.: ȰCantor Says Reid Debt Proposal Gives ȬBlank 

Checkȭ To Obama.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Cantor Says Reid Debt Proposal Gives ‘Blank Check’ To Obama,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/29/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

Friday, September 2nd, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰCantor Flops Position On Disaster Aid 

Offsets.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Cantor Flops Position On Disaster Aid Offsets,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 9/2/11) 

 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Full Flop 

 

Monday, December 5th, 2011 At 11:01 A.M.: ȰEric Cantor Says U.S. Economy Is Three 

Larger Than Chinaȭs.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Eric Cantor Says U.S. Economy Is Three Larger Than China’s,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/5/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

 

Friday, December 30th, 2011 At 3:03 P.M.: ȰCantor Says Small Businesses Create 70 

Percent Of U.S. Jobs.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Cantor Says Small Businesses Create 70 Percent Of U.S. Jobs,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/30/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/09/eric-cantor/eric-cantor-says-almost-50-percent-americans-dont-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/31/eric-cantor/eric-cantor-says-benefits-and-salary-public-employ/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jun/03/eric-cantor/cantor-says-stimulus-failed-get-people-back-work/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/29/eric-cantor/cantor-says-reid-debt-proposal-gives-blank-check-o/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/sep/02/eric-cantor/cantor-flops-position-disaster-aid-offsets/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/05/eric-cantor/eric-cantor-says-us-economy-three-larger-chinas/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/30/eric-cantor/cantor-says-small-businesses-create-70-percent-us-/
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Friday, March 2nd, 2012 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰCantor Says Obama Promised The Stimulus 

Would Keep Unemployment Under 8 Percent.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Cantor Says Obama Promised The Stimulus 

Would Keep Unemployment Under 8 Percent,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/2/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

PolitiFact On American Crossroads Statements 
 

Saturday, November 19th, 2011 At 9:28 A.M.: ȰCrossroads Grassroots Policy Strategy 

Claims $39 Million Of Stimulus Money Paid For Renovations Of Politiciansȭ Offices.ȱ  
(Sean Gorman, “Crossroads Grassroots Policy Strategy Claims $39 Million Of Stimulus Money Paid For Renovations Of Politicians’ 

Offices,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/19/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

 

Monday, November 21st, 2011 At 9:15 A.M.: ȰCrossroads Grassroots Policy Strategy 

Claims $1.9 Million Of Stimulus Money Went To African Ant Research.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, 

“Crossroads Grassroots Policy Strategy Claims $1.9 Million Of Stimulus Money Went To African Ant Research,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/21/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙȟ *ÕÎÅ ςπÔÈȟ ςπρς !Ô φȡππ !Ȣ-Ȣȡ Ȱ!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ #ÒÏÓÓÒÏÁÄÓ 3ÁÙÓ 4ÉÍ Kaine 

5ÒÇÅÄ Αυππ "ÉÌÌÉÏÎ )Î -ÅÄÉÃÁÒÅ #ÕÔÓȢȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “American Crossroads Says Tim Kaine Urged $500 Billion 
In Medicare Cuts,” Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 6/20/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

&ÒÉÄÁÙȟ *ÕÎÅ ςςÎÄȟ ςπρς !Ô φȡππ !Ȣ-Ȣȡ Ȱ!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ #ÒÏÓÓÒÏÁÄÓ 3ÁÙÓ 6ÁȢ ,ÏÓÔ φυȟπππ *ÏÂÓ 

7ÈÅÎ +ÁÉÎÅ ,ÅÄ $.# $ÕÒÉÎÇ (ÉÓ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒÓÈÉÐȢȱ  (Sean Gorman, “American Crossroads Says Va. Lost 

65,000 Jobs When Kaine Led DNC During His Governorship,” Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 6/22/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

PolitiFact On Ken Cuccinelli’s Statements 
 

Friday, January 28th, 2011 At 3:16 P.M.: ȰAttorney General Ken Cuccinelli Says EPA 

Auto Emissions Rules Will Barely Lower Global Temperatures.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Attorney General 

Ken Cuccinelli Says EPA Auto Emissions Rules Will Barely Lower Global Temperatures,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/28/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/mar/02/eric-cantor/cantor-says-obama-promised-stimulus-would-keep-une/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/nov/19/crossroads-gps/crossroads-grassroots-policy-strategy-claims-39-mi/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/nov/21/crossroads-gps/crossroads-grassroots-policy-strategy-claims-19-mi/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jun/20/american-crossroads/american-crossroads-says-tim-kaine-urged-500-billi/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jun/22/american-crossroads/american-crossroads-says-virginia-lost-65000-jobs-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/28/ken-cuccinelli/attorney-general-ken-cuccinelli-says-epa-auto-emis/
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Monday, March 7th, 2011 At 3:37 P.M.: ȰKen Cuccinelli Says Health Care Law Charges 

10 Years Of Taxes For Six Years Of Benefits.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Ken Cuccinelli Says Health Care Law Charges 10 

Years Of Taxes For Six Years Of Benefits,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/7/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

 

Friday, May 20th, 2011 At 8:12 A.M.: ȰCuccinelli Says DOE Officials Never Visited 

Virginia Tech While Investigating Shootings.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Cuccinelli Says DOE Officials Never Visited 

Virginia Tech While Investigating Shootings,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/20/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Monday, January 23rd, 2012 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰCuccinelli Says D.C. Council Has Banned 

Lethal Trapping Of Rats.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Cuccinelli Says D.C. Council Has Banned Lethal Trapping Of Rats,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/23/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Pants On Fire 

PolitiFact On Randy Forbes’ Statements 
 

Saturday, October 29th, 2011 At 7:00 A.M.: ȰRep. Randy Forbes Says 1.53 Million 

Defense Jobs Are ȬAt Risk.ȭȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Rep. Randy Forbes Says 1.53 Million Defense Jobs Are ‘At Risk,’” Richmond 

Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 10/29/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

 

Friday, August 5th, 2011 At 11:04 A.M.: ȰForbes Says U.S. Defense Spending, 

Measured Against GDP, Is Near Historic Low.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Forbes Says U.S. Defense Spending, Measured 

Against GDP, Is Near Historic Low,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 8/5/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 
 

Friday, July 1st, 2011 At 11:27 A.M.: ȰRep. Forbes Says Federal Register Containing 

Regulations Has 34,000 Pages, Weighs 340 Pounds.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Rep. Forbes Says Federal Register 

Containing Regulations Has 34,000 Pages, Weighs 340 Pounds,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/1/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 
 

Monday, May 16th, 2011 At 7:00 A.M.: ȰRep. Randy Forbes Says Holding Line On Debt 

Limit Doesnȭt Force Default.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Rep. Randy Forbes Says Holding Line On Debt Limit Doesn’t Force Default,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/16/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/07/ken-cuccinelli/ken-cuccinelli-says-health-care-law-has-six-years-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/20/ken-cuccinelli/cuccinelli-says-doe-officials-never-visited-virgin/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jan/23/ken-cuccinelli/cuccinelli-says-dc-council-has-banned-lethal-trapp/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/oct/29/randy-forbes/rep-randy-forbes-says-153-million-defense-jobs-are/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/aug/05/randy-forbes/forbes-says-us-defense-spending-measured-against-g/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/01/randy-forbes/rep-forbes-says-federal-registration-containing-re/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/16/randy-forbes/rep-randy-forbes-says-holding-line-debt-limit-does/
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Tuesday, April 26th, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰRandy Forbes Says The U.S. Pays China $73.9 

Million Per Day In Debt Interest.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Randy Forbes Says The U.S. Pays China $73.9 Million Per Day In 

Debt Interest,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/26/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 
 

Friday, February 3rd, 2012 At 11:18 A.M.: ȰRep. Randy Forbes Says National Debt 

Comes To $48,700 Per Person.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Rep. Randy Forbes Says National Debt Comes To $48,700 Per 

Person,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/3/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

PolitiFact On Bob Goodlatte’s Statements 
 

Friday, September 9th, 2011 At 3:38 P.M.: ȰGoodlatte Says Thomas Jefferson Strongly 

Backed A Balanced Budget Amendment.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Goodlatte Says Thomas Jefferson Strongly Backed A 

Balanced Budget Amendment,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 9/9/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 
 

Friday, March 18th, 2011 At 11:46 A.M.: ȰBob Goodlatte Says House Budget Offers 

Largest Discetionary Spending Cut In History.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Bob Goodlatte Says House Budget Offers 

Largest Discetionary Spending Cut In History,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/18/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

PolitiFact On Morgan Griffith’s Statements 
 

Thursday, October 28th, 2010 At 11:20 A.M.: ȰMorgan Griffith Says Rick Boucher 

ȬHelped Writeȭ The Cap-And-Trade Bill.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Morgan Griffith Says Rick Boucher ‘Helped Write’ The 

Cap-And-Trade Bill,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 10/28/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 
 

Friday, March 11th, 2011 At 7:55 A.M.: ȰMorgan Griffith Says EPA Treats Milk Spills 

Same Way As Oil Spills.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Morgan Griffith Says EPA Treats Milk Spills Same Way As Oil Spills,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/11/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 
 

Tuesday, March 22nd, 2011 At 3:02 P.M.: ȰMorgan Griffith Says EPA Standards Are So 

Strict That Perrier Would Not Pass.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Morgan Griffith Says EPA Standards Are So Strict That Perrier 

Would Not Pass,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/22/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/26/randy-forbes/randy-forbes-says-us-pays-china-739-million-day-de/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/03/randy-forbes/rep-randy-forbes-says-national-debt-comes-48700-pe/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/sep/09/bob-goodlatte/goodlatte-says-thomas-jefferson-strongly-backed-ba/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/18/bob-goodlatte/bob-goodlatte-says-house-budget-offers-largest-dis/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/oct/28/morgan-griffith/morgan-griffith-says-rick-boucher-helped-write-cap/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/11/morgan-griffith/morgan-griffith-says-epa-treats-milk-spills-same-w/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/22/morgan-griffith/morgan-griffith-says-epa-standards-are-so-strict-p/
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Thursday, March 31st, 2011 At 5:47 P.M.: ȰMorgan Griffith Says You Need A Waiver 

To Keep Your Health Care Plan.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Morgan Griffith Says You Need A Waiver To Keep Your Health Care 

Plan,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/31/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

 

Monday, April 9th, 2012 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰRep. Morgan Griffith Says Virginia Did Not 

Hold The First Colonial Witch Trial.ȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “Rep. Morgan Griffith Says Virginia Did Not Hold The First 

Colonial Witch Trial,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/9/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

PolitiFact On William Howell’s Statements 
 

Friday, December 3rd, 2010 At 5:41 P.M.: ȰVirginia Speaker William Howell Says 

Congress Is Considering Confiscating 401(k)s And IRAs.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Virginia Speaker William 

Howell Says Congress Is Considering Confiscating 401(k)s And IRAs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/3/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Pants On Fire 

 

Saturday, January 1st, 2011 At 11:06 A.M.: ȰSpeaker Bill Howell Says Proposed 

Federal Regulations Would Affect Every Street Sign.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Speaker Bill Howell Says Proposed 

Federal Regulations Would Affect Every Street Sign,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/1/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

PolitiFact On Robert Hurt’s Statements 
 

Monday, October 25th, 2010 At 3:54 P.M.: ȰRobert Hurt Says Tom Perriello Voted ȬTo 

Give Tax Breaks To Foreign Companies Creating Jobs In China.ȭȱ  (Wes Hester, “Robert Hurt Says 

Tom Perriello Voted ‘To Give Tax Breaks To Foreign Companies Creating Jobs In China,’” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

10/25/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

Saturday, October 30th, 2010 At 10:00 A.M.: ȰRobert Hurt Says Tom Perriello ȬVoted 

In Lock Step With Nancy Pelosi 90 Percent Of The Time.ȭȱ  (Wes Hester, “Robert Hurt Says Tom 

Perriello ‘Voted In Lock Step With Nancy Pelosi 90 Percent Of The Time,’” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 10/30/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/31/morgan-griffith/morgan-griffith-says-you-need-waiver-keep-your-hea/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/apr/09/morgan-griffith/rep-morgan-griffith-says-virginia-did-not-hold-fir/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/dec/03/william-howell/virginia-speaker-william-howell-says-congress-cons/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/01/william-howell/speaker-bill-howell-says-proposed-federal-regulati/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/oct/25/robert-hurt/robert-hurt-says-tom-perriello-voted-give-tax-brea/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/oct/30/robert-hurt/robert-hurt-says-tom-perriello-voted-lock-step-nan/
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Thursday, December 16th, 2010 At 1:15 P.M.: ȰRobert Hurt Calls Health Care Reform 

Law A ȬGovernment Takeover.ȭȱ  (Wes Hester, “Robert Hurt Calls Health Care Reform Law A ‘Government Takeover,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/16/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

Tuesday, April 12th, 2011 At 2:16 P.M.: ȰRobert Hurt Says Cap And Trade Would Cost 

50,000 Virginia Jobs.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Robert Hurt Says Cap And Trade Would Cost 50,000 Virginia Jobs,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/12/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

 

Friday, June 10th, 2011 At 1:20 P.M.: ȰRobert Hurt Says Some Federal Spending Is Up 

Over 80 Percent In Two Years.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Robert Hurt Says Some Federal Spending Is Up Over 80 Percent In 

Two Years,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 6/10/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

Monday, March 26th, 2012 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰRep. Robert Hurt Says $900 Million Health 

Reform Price Tag Has Swelled To $1.8 Trillion.ȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “Rep. Robert Hurt Says $900 Million 

Health Reform Price Tag Has Swelled To $1.8 Trillion,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/26/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

PolitiFact On E.W. Jackson’s Statements 
 

&ÒÉÄÁÙȟ *ÕÎÅ ψÔÈȟ ςπρς !Ô ρςȡτω 0Ȣ-Ȣȡ Ȱ%Ȣ7Ȣ *ÁÃËÓÏÎ 3ÁÙÓ 'ÁÌÖÅÓÔÏÎ (ÁÓ Privatized 

0ÌÁÎ )Î ,ÉÅÕ /Æ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ 3ÅÃÕÒÉÔÙȢȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “E.W. Jackson Says Galveston Has Privatized Plan In Lieu Of Social 
Security,” Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 6/8/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

PolitiFact On Bill Janis’ Statements 
 

Wednesday, February 2nd, 2011 At 10:17 A.M.: ȰBill Janis Says The New START 

Treaty Was Passed Despite Significant Concerns Among U.S. Diplomats And Military 

Leaders.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Bill Janis Says The New START Treaty Was Passed Despite Significant Concerns Among U.S. Diplomats 

And Military Leaders,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/2/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

 

¶ Note: PolitiFact Virginia changed original ruling from “Barely True.” 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/dec/16/robert-hurt/robert-hurt-calls-health-care-reform-law-governmen/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/12/robert-hurt/robert-hurt-says-cap-and-trade-would-cost-50000-vi/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jun/10/robert-hurt/robert-hurt-says-some-federal-spending-over-80-per/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/mar/26/robert-hurt/robert-hurt-says-900-million-health-reform-price-t/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jun/08/ew-jackson/ew-jackson-says-galveston-has-privatized-plan-lieu/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/02/bill-janis/bill-janis-says-new-start-treaty-was-passed-despit/
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PolitiFact On Bob Marshall’s Statements 
 

Monday, December 20th, 2010 At 11:23 A.M.: ȰDel. Bob Marshall Says Violators Of 

Obama Health Care Reform Face Prison Time.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Del. Bob Marshall Says Violators Of Obama 

Health Care Reform Face Prison Time,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/20/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Pants On Fire 

 

Monday, February 13th, 2012 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰDel. Bob Marshall Says ȬYouȭre Supposed 

To Throw Away Your Shoesȭ If A CFL Light Bulb Breaks On Them.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Del. Bob 

Marshall Says ‘You’re Supposed To Throw Away Your Shoes’ If A CFL Light Bulb Breaks On Them,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

2/13/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ *ÕÎÅ χÔÈȟ ςπρς !Ô ρρȡρχ !Ȣ-Ȣȡ Ȱ"ÏÂ -ÁÒÓÈÁÌÌ 3ÁÙÓ (ÏÍÏÓÅØÕÁÌ "ÅÈÁÖÉÏÒ 

#ÕÔÓ ,ÉÆÅ %ØÐÅÃÔÁÎÃÙ "Ù ςπ 9ÅÁÒÓȢȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Bob Marshall Says Homosexual Behavior Cuts Life Expectancy 
By 20 Years,” Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 6/7/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

PolitiFact On Bob McDonnell’s Statements 
 

Friday, November 12th, 2010 At 6:00 P.M.: ȰBob McDonnell Says Virginia Has Gained 

60,000 Jobs Since He Came To Office.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Bob McDonnell Says Virginia Has Gained 60,000 Jobs Since 

He Came To Office,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/12/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

 

Wednesday, November 17th, 2010 At 9:30 A.M.: ȰBob McDonnell Says Virginia Has 

Gained 60,000 Jobs Since He Became Governor.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Bob McDonnell Says Virginia Has Gained 

60,000 Jobs Since He Became Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/17/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

 

Thursday, December 2nd, 2010 At 11:35 A.M.: ȰBob McDonnell Says Virginia College 

Tuitions Have Doubled In 10 Years.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Bob McDonnell Says Virginia College Tuitions Have Doubled In 

10 Years,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/2/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/dec/20/bob-marshall/del-bob-marshall-says-violators-obama-health-care-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/13/bob-marshall/del-bob-marshall-says-throw-your-shoes-out-if-cfl-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jun/07/bob-marshall/bob-marshall-says-homosexual-behavior-cuts-life-ex/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/12/bob-mcdonnell/bob-mcdonnell-says-virginia-has-gained-60000-jobs-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/17/bob-mcdonnell/bob-mcdonnell-says-virginia-has-gained-60000-jobs-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/dec/02/bob-mcdonnell/bob-mcdonnell-says-virginia-college-tuitions-have-/
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Wednesday, December 22nd, 2010 At 5:04 P.M.: ȰGov. Bob McDonnell Flip-Flops On 

State Employees Pension Contributions.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Flip-Flops On State Employees 

Pension Contributions,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/22/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Full Flop 

 

Friday, January 14th, 2011 At 7:43 P.M.: ȰGov. Bob McDonnell Says His Job Creation 

Record Tops Former Gov. Tim Kaineȭs.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Says His Job Creation Record Tops 

Former Gov. Tim Kaine’s,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/14/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

 

Saturday, January 22nd, 2011 At 8:00 A.M.: ȰGov. Bob McDonnell Claims His $4 

Billion Transportation Plan Will Generate Thousands Of Jobs.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell 

Claims His $4 Billion Transportation Plan Will Generate Thousands Of Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/22/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

 

Saturday, February 19th, 2011 At 7:00 A.M.: ȰGov. Bob McDonnell Says Virginia Road 

Bids Are The Lowest In A Generation.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Says Virginia Road Bids Are The 

Lowest In A Generation,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/19/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

 

Tuesday, March 8th, 2011 At 1:23 P.M.: ȰGov. Bob McDonnell Says Education Funding 

Grew Six Times Faster Than Enrollment.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Says Education Funding Grew Six 

Times Faster Than Enrollment,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/8/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 
 

¶ Note: PolitiFact Virginia originally ruled the statement “True.” 
 

Saturday, April 9th, 2011 At 7:00 A.M.: ȰBob McDonnell Says He Cut $6 Billion From 

Virginiaȭs Budget.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Bob McDonnell Says He Cut $6 Billion From Virginia’s Budget,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/9/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 
 

Saturday, June 4th, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰMcDonnell Says Virginia Is Among Few State 

Heading Towards Budget Surplus.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “McDonnell Says Virginia Is Among Few State Heading Towards 

Budget Surplus,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 6/4/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/dec/22/bob-mcdonnell/gov-bob-mcdonnell-flip-flops-state-employees-pensi/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/14/bob-mcdonnell/gov-bob-mcdonnell-says-his-job-creation-record-top/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/22/bob-mcdonnell/gov-bob-mcdonnell-claims-his-4-billion-transportat/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/19/bob-mcdonnell/gov-bob-mcdonnell-says-virginia-road-bids-are-lowe/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/08/bob-mcdonnell/gov-bob-mcdonnell-says-education-funding-grew-six-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/09/bob-mcdonnell/bob-mcdonnell-says-he-cut-6-billion-virginias-budg/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jun/04/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnell-says-virginia-among-few-state-heading-to/
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Wednesday, July 6th, 2011 At 7:11 A.M.: ȰMcDonnell Says Texas, Under Gov. Perry 

Has Created Half Of U.S. Jobs.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “McDonnell Says Texas, Under Gov. Perry Has Created Half Of U.S. Jobs,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/6/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

 

Monday, July 11th, 2011 At 8:02 A.M.: ȰGov. Bob McDonnell Says Virginiaȭs Crime 

Rate Continues To Plummet.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Says Virginia’s Crime Rate Continues To Plummet,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/11/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

 

Monday, July 18th, 2011 At 8:01 A.M.: ȰMcDonnell Says 90 Percent Of Virginiaȭs Job 

Growth Has Been In Private Sector.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “McDonnell Says 90 Percent Of Virginia’s Job Growth Has Been 

In Private Sector,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/18/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Thursday, July 21st, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰGov. McDonnell Says Virginia State 

Employees ȬPay Nothingȭ Toward Their Pensions.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Gov. McDonnell Says Virginia State 

Employees ‘Pay Nothing’ Toward Their Pensions,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/21/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Pants On Fire 

 

Friday, August 26th, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰMcDonnell No Longer Promising To Finish 

Gubernatorial Term.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “McDonnell No Longer Promising To Finish Gubernatorial Term,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 8/26/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Full Flop 

 

Friday, January 6th, 2012 At 3:57 P.M.: ȰGov. Bob McDonnell Says Heȭs Proposed 

Record Contribution To State Pension.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Gov. Bob McDonnell Says He’s Proposed Record 

Contribution To State Pension,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/6/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Friday, January 20th, 2012 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰMcDonnell Says Plan To Bolster Teacher 

Pensions Puts No Mandate On Localities.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “McDonnell Says Plan To Bolster Pensions Puts No 

Mandate On Localities,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/20/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/06/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnell-says-texas-under-gov-perry-has-created-h/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/11/bob-mcdonnell/gov-bob-mcdonnell-says-virginias-crime-rate-contin/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/18/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnell-says-90-percent-virginias-job-growth-has/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/21/bob-mcdonnell/gov-mcdonnell-says-virginia-state-employees-pay-no/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/aug/26/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnell-no-longer-promising-finish-gubernatorial/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jan/06/bob-mcdonnell/gov-bob-mcdonnell-says-hes-proposed-record-contrib/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jan/20/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnell-says-plan-bolster-teacher-pensions-puts-/
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Friday, February 24th, 2012 At 1:16 P.M.: ȰMcDonnellȭs Support Of Mandatory 

Ultrasounds Before Abortions Hasnȭt Changed.ȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “McDonnell’s Support Of Mandatory 

Ultrasounds Before Abortions Hasn’t Changed,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/24/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: No Flip 

 

Monday, March 5th, 2012 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰMcDonnell Says Obama, If Reelected, Would 

Drive Debt To $25 Trillion In 2017.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “McDonnell Says Obama, If Reelected, Would Drive Debt To 

$25 Trillion In 2017,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/5/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

 

Monday, March 12th, 2012 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰMcDonnell Says 7 Of 10 States With Lowest 

Unemployment Rates Have Republican Governors.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “McDonnell Says 7 Of 10 States With 

Lowest Unemployment Rates Have Republican Governors,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/12/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

 

Wednesday, March 21st, 2012 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰMcDonnell Says Virginia Will Join 23 

States With Ultrasound Requirements Before Abortions.ȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “McDonnell Says Virginia 

Will Join 23 States With Ultrasound Requirements Before Abortions,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/21/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

 

Friday, April 13th, 2012 At 10:19 A.M.: ȰMcDonnell Say Bill Requiring Ultrasounds 

Before Abortions Passed With Bipartisan Support.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “McDonnell Say Bill Requiring 

Ultrasounds Before Abortions Passed With Bipartisan Support,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/13/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

 

-ÏÎÄÁÙȟ -ÁÙ χÔÈȟ ςπρς !Ô φȡππ !Ȣ-Ȣȡ Ȱ"ÏÂ -Ã$ÏÎÎÅÌÌ 3ÁÙÓ 5Ȣ3Ȣ 4ÒÁÉÌÓ %ÕÒÏÐÅ )Î 

%ÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ 2ÅÃÏÖÅÒÙȢȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Bob McDonnell Says U.S. Trails Europe In Economic Recovery,” Richmond Times-

$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 5/7/12) 

 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

Monday, June 11th, 2012 At 1:35 P.M.ȡ Ȱ"ÏÂ -Ã$ÏÎÎÅÌÌ 3ÁÙÓ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁ )Ó .ÏȢ ρ 3ÔÁÔÅ )Î 

6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ 0ÅÒ #ÁÐÉÔÁȢȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “Bob McDonnell Says Virginia Is No. 1 State In Veterans Per Capita,” Richmond Times-

$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 6/11/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/24/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnells-support-mandatory-ultrasounds-abortions/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/mar/05/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnell-says-obama-if-reelected-would-drive-debt/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/mar/12/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnell-says-7-10-states-lowest-unemployment-rat/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/mar/21/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnell-says-23-states-have-ultrasound-requireme/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/apr/13/bob-mcdonnell/mcdonnell-say-bill-requiring-ultrasounds-abortions/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/may/07/bob-mcdonnell/bob-mcdonnell-says-us-trails-europe-economic-recov/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jun/11/bob-mcdonnell/bob-mcdonnell-no-1-state-veterans-capita/
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&ÒÉÄÁÙȟ *ÕÌÙ φÔÈȟ ςπρς ÁÔ ρπȡυς ÁȢÍȢȡ Ȱ"ÏÂ -Ã$ÏÎÎÅÌÌ 3ÁÙÓ 3ÕÐÒÅÍÅ #ÏÕÒÔ 2ÕÌÉÎÇ /Î 

(ÅÁÌÔÈ #ÁÒÅ ,ÅÆÔ -ÅÄÉÃÁÉÄ -ÁÎÄÁÔÅ )ÎÔÁÃÔȢȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Bob McDonnell Says Supreme Court Ruling On 

Health Care Left Medicaid Mandate Intact,” Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 7/6/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Pants On Fire 

PolitiFact On Pat Mullins’ Statements 
 

Friday, January 7th, 2011 At 3:18 P.M.: ȰGOP Chairman Mullins Says Health Care Bill 

Ends Pre-Tax Puchases Of Aspirin And Other Non-Prescription Drugs.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “GOP 

Chairman Mullins Says Health Care Bill Ends Pre-Tax Puchases Of Aspirin And Other Non-Prescription Drugs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 1/7/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

PolitiFact On National Republican Congressional Committee Statements 
 

Thursday, June 2nd, 2011 At 1:17 P.M.: ȰNRCC Says Gerry Connolly Maxed Out U.S. 

Debt.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger and Stephen Koff, “NRCC Says Gerry Connolly Maxed Out U.S. Debt,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

6/2/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

PolitiFact On National Republican Senatorial Committee Statements 
 

Monday, June 20th, 2011 At 2:10 P.M.: ȰGOP Senate Group Says Tim Kaineȭs Stimulus 

Failed To Create Jobs.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “GOP Senate Group Says Tim Kaine’s Stimulus Failed To Create Jobs,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 6/20/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 
 

Friday, October 21st, 2011 At 12:48 P.M.: ȰNational Republican Senatorial Committee 

Ad Says Stimulus Created ȬZero Jobs.ȭȱ  (Warren Fiske, “National Republican Senatorial Committee Ad Says 

Stimulus Created ‘Zero Jobs,’” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 10/21/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Pants On Fire 

PolitiFact On Thomas Norment’s Statements 
 

Friday, April 8th, 2011 At 11:37 A.M.: ȰSen. Thomas Norment Now Says He Opposes 

Bipartisan Redistricting.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Sen. Thomas Norment Now Says He Opposes Bipartisan Redistricting,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/8/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Full Flop 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jul/06/bob-mcdonnell/bob-mcdonnell-says-supreme-court-ruling-health-car/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/07/pat-mullins/gop-chairman-mullins-says-health-care-bill-end-pre/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jun/02/national-republican-congressional-committee/nrcc-says-gerry-connolly-maxed-out-us-debt/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jun/20/national-republican-senatorial-committee/gop-senate-group-says-tim-kaines-stimulus-failed-c/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/oct/21/national-republican-senatorial-committee/national-republican-senatorial-committee-ad-says-s/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/08/thomas-norment-jr/sen-thomas-norment-now-says-he-opposes-bipartisan-/
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PolitiFact On Christopher Peace’s Statements 
 

Friday, February 25th, 2011 At 5:18 P.M.: ȰDel. Chris Peace Says Tim Kaine Is Trying 

To Stop ȬRight To Workȭ Laws In Wisconsin.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Del. Chris Peace Says Tim Kaine Is Trying To Stop 

‘Right To Work’ Laws In Wisconsin,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/25/11) 

 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

PolitiFact On Jamie Radtke’s Statements 
 

Sunday, January 23rd, 2011 At 8:00 P.M.: ȰJamie Radtke Says Debt Grew By $16,000 

Every Second Of George Allenȭs Senate Term.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Jamie Radtke Says Debt Grew By $16,000 

Every Second Of George Allen’s Senate Term,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/23/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 
 

Friday, February 4th, 2011 At 9:55 A.M.: ȰJamie Radtke Says The Federal Reserve Is 

Driving Up Commodity Prices Through Its Policy Moves.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Jamie Radtke Says The 

Federal Reserve Is Driving Up Commodity Prices Through Its Policy Moves,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/4/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 
 

Wednesday, February 16th, 2011 At 10:03 A.M.: ȰJamie Radtke Says Sen. Jim Webb Is 

ȬA Reliable Voteȭ For Barack Obama And Harry Reid.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Jamie Radtke Says Sen. Jim Webb Is 

‘A Reliable Vote’ For Barack Obama And Harry Reid,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/16/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 
 

Friday, April 15th, 2011 At 11:03 A.M.: ȰJamie Radtke Says George Allen Voted To 

Raise Debt Ceiling Four Times While In Office.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Jamie Radtke Says George Allen Voted To 

Raise Debt Ceiling Four Times While In Office,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/15/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 
 

Friday, May 13th, 2011 At 12:47 P.M.: ȰJamie Radtke Says George Allen Had 40,000 

Earmarks While Senator.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Jamie Radtke Says George Allen Had 40,000 Earmarks While Senator,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/13/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 
 

Wednesday, April 18th, 2012 At 12:18 P.M.: ȰJamie Radtke Claims George Allen 

ȬVoted For 40,000 Earmarks.ȭȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “Jamie Radtke Claims George Allen ‘Voted For 40,000 Earmarks,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/18/12) 

 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/25/christopher-peace/del-chris-peace-says-tim-kaine-lock-step-obama-opp/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/23/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-geo/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/04/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-federal-reserve-driving-commodit/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/16/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-sen-jim-webb-reliable-vote-barac/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/15/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-george-allen-voted-raise-debt-ce/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/13/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-george-allen-had-40000-earmarks-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/apr/18/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-claims-george-allen-voted-40000-earma/
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4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ -ÁÙ ρπÔÈȟ ςπρς !Ô σȡρς 0Ȣ-Ȣȡ Ȱ*ÁÍÉÅ 2ÁÄÔËÅ 3ÁÙÓ ς 0ÅÒÃÅÎÔ !ÎÎÕÁÌ #ÕÔÓ 

7ÏÕÌÄ "ÁÌÁÎÃÅ "ÕÄÇÅÔ )Î ςπρφȢȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “Jamie Radtke Says 2 Percent Annual Cuts Would Balance Budget 
In 2016,” Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 5/10/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

PolitiFact On Republican Party Of Virginia Statements 
 

Thursday, April 21st, 2011 At 2:26 P.M.: ȰVirginia Republicans Say Tim Kaine Broke 

Campaign Pledge Not To Raise Taxes.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Virginia Republicans Say Tim Kaine Broke Campaign 

Pledge Not To Raise Taxes,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/21/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

 

¶ Note: PolitiFact Virginia changed its original ruling from “Barely True.” 

 

Friday, June 24th, 2011 At 11:40 A.M.: ȰVirginia GOP Says Phil Puckett Voted Against 

Sending EPA A Message.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Virginia GOP Says Phil Puckett Voted Against Sending EPA A Message,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/21/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Pants On Fire 

 

Wednesday, April 4th, 2012 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰGOP Says Tim Kaine Cut Colleges By 25 

Percent.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “GOP Says Tim Kaine Cut Colleges By 25 Percent,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/4/12) 

 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

PolitiFact On Scott Rigell’s Statements 
 

Monday, October 25th, 2010 At 3:55 P.M.: ȰScott Rigell Says Glenn Nye Voted ȬIn 

Lockstep With Nancy Pelosiȱ 83 Percent Of The Time.ȭȱ  (Wes Hester, “Scott Rigell Says Glenn Nye Voted 

‘In Lockstep With Nancy Pelosi” 83 Percent Of The Time,’” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 10/25/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

 

Monday, November 1st, 2010 At 6:49 P.M.: ȰScott Rigell Says Glenn Nye Voted Against 

Bill That Would Have Defunded $5 Billion-$10 Billion The IRS Needed To Implement 

Health Care Legislation.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Scott Rigell Says Glenn Nye Voted Against Bill That Would Have Defunded $5 

Billion-$10 Billion The IRS Needed To Implement Health Care Legislation,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/1/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/may/10/jamie-radtke/jamie-radtke-says-2-percent-annual-cuts-would-bala/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/21/republican-party-virginia/virginia-republicans-say-tim-kaine-broke-campaign-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jun/24/republican-party-virginia/virginia-gop-says-phil-puckett-voted-against-sendi/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/apr/04/scott-lingamfelter/republicans-say-tim-kaine-cut-higher-education-25-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/oct/25/scott-rigell/nye-voted-lockstep-nancy-pelosi-83-percent/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/01/scott-rigell/scott-nigell-says-glenn-nye-voted-against-bill-wou/
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Thursday, February 17th, 2011 At 10:57 A.M.: ȰRep. Scott Rigell Says The United 

States Borrows More Than 40 Cents Of Every Dollar It Spends.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Rep. Scott Rigell 

Says The United States Borrows More Than 40 Cents Of Every Dollar It Spends,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/17/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Thursday, June 9th, 2011 At 1:40 P.M.: ȰRep. Scott Rigell Says U.S. Debt Could Hit $99 

Trillion This Year.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Rep. Scott Rigell Says U.S. Debt Could Hit $99 Trillion This Year,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 6/9/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

Friday, July 15th, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰRigell Says GOP Medicare Plan Offers Those 

Under 55 Same Healthcare Options Enjoyed By Congress.ȱ  (Wes Hester and Angie Drobnic Holan, 

“Rigell Says GOP Medicare Plan Offers Those Under 55 Same Healthcare Options Enjoyed By Congress,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 7/15/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

PolitiFact On Gordon Robertson’s Statements 
 

Thursday, April 28th, 2011 At 1:39 P.M.: ȰGordon Robertson Says Obama Was ȬRaised 

Muslim.ȭȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Gordon Robertson Says Obama Was ‘Raised Muslim,’” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/28/11) 

 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Pants On Fire 

PolitiFact On Corey Stewart’s Statements 
 

Thursday, November 3rd, 2011 At 11:16 A.M.: ȰCorey Stewart Endorsement Of 

George Allen Is Full Flop.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Corey Stewart Endorsement Of George Allen Is Full Flop,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/3/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Full Flop 

 

&ÒÉÄÁÙȟ -ÁÙ ςυÔÈȟ ςπρς !Ô φȡππ !Ȣ-Ȣȡ Ȱ#ÏÒÅÙ 3ÔÅ×ÁÒÔ 3ÁÙÓ 0ÒÉÎÃÅ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ #ÏÕÎÔÙ #ÕÔ 

Violent Crime In Half Since 3ÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ #ÒÁÃËÄÏ×Î /Î )ÌÌÅÇÁÌ )ÍÍÉÇÒÁÎÔÓȢȱ  (Sean Gorman, 

“Corey Stewart Says Prince William County Cut Violent Crime In Half Since Starting Crackdown On Illegal Immigrants,” Richmond Times-

$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 5/25/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/17/scott-rigell/rep-scott-rigell-says-united-states-borrows-more-4/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jun/09/scott-rigell/rep-rigell-says-us-debt-could-hit-99-trillion-year/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/15/scott-rigell/rigell-says-gop-medicare-plan-offers-those-under-5/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/28/gordon-robertson/gordon-robertson-says-obama-was-raised-muslim/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/nov/03/corey-stewart/corey-stewart-endorsement-george-allen-full-flop/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/may/25/corey-stewart/corey-stewart-says-prince-william-county-cut-viole/
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PolitiFact On U.S. Chamber Of Commerce Statements 
 

Thursday, February 23rd, 2012 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰU.S. Chamber Says George Allen Cut 

Spending And Waste As Governor.ȱ  (Nancy Marsden, “U.S. Chamber Says George Allen Cut Spending And Waste As 

Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/23/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

PolitiFact On Virginia Tea Party Patriots Statements 
 

Friday, November 19th, 2010 At 11:42 A.M.: ȰVirginia Tea Party Says Dollar Has 

Fallen 44 Percent Under Bernanke.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Virginia Tea Party Says Dollar Has Fallen 44 Percent Under 

Bernanke,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/19/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

 

Wednesday, November 24th, 2010 At 10:00 A.M.: ȰVirginia Tea Party Says Dollar Has 

Lost 98 Percent Of Value Under The Fed.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Virginia Tea Party Says Dollar Has Lost 98 Percent Of 

Value Under The Fed,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/24/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

PolitiFact On Frank Wolf’s Statements 
 

Monday, May 23rd, 2011 At 8:00 A.M.: ȰRep. Frank Wolf Says U.S. Has Over $62 

Trillion In Unfunded Liabilities.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Rep. Frank Wolf Says U.S. Has Over $62 Trillion In Unfunded 

Liabilities,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/23/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

 

Friday, March 16th, 2012 At 2:39 P.M.: ȰRep. Frank Wolf Says Fewer Workers Are 

Supporting More Social Security Beneficiaries.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Rep. Frank Wolf Says Fewer Workers Are 

Supporting More Social Security Beneficiaries,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/16/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

-ÏÎÄÁÙȟ !ÐÒÉÌ ςσÒÄȟ ςπρς !Ô φȡππ !Ȣ-Ȣȡ Ȱ7ÉÌÌ %ÎÔÉÔÌÅÍÅÎÔ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ And Debt 

#ÏÎÓÕÍÅ 5Ȣ3Ȣ "ÕÄÇÅÔ )Î ςπςυȩȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Will Entitlement Programs And Debt Consume U.S. Budget In 2025?” 
Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 4/23/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/23/us-chamber-commerce/us-chamber-says-george-allen-cut-spending-and-wast/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/19/virginia-tea-party-patriots/virginia-tea-party-says-dollar-has-fallen-44-perce/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/24/virginia-tea-party-patriots/virginia-tea-party-says-dollar-has-lost-98-percent/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/23/frank-wolf/rep-frank-wolf-says-us-has-over-62-trillion-unfund/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/mar/16/frank-wolf/rep-frank-wolf-says-fewer-workers-are-supporting-m/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/apr/23/frank-wolf/will-entitlement-programs-and-debt-consume-us-budg/
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Democrat Officials, Party Committees & Organizations 

PolitiFact On Ward Armstrong’s Statements 
 

Saturday, March 5th, 2011 At 8:00 A.M.: ȰWard Armstrong Says A Telecom Bill Would 

Allow Phone Companies To Refuse Laying Landlines For New Customers.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, 

“Ward Armstrong Says A Telecom Bill Would Allow Phone Companies To Refuse Laying Landlines For New Customers,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/5/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Tuesday, April 19th, 2011 At 10:59 A.M.: ȰWard Armstrong Says Appalachian Power 

Wants A 10 Percent Rate Hike.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Ward Armstrong Says Appalachian Power Wants A 10 Percent Rate 

Hike,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/19/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Saturday, May 28th, 2011 At 3:40 P.M.: ȰArmstrong Says Jobs Are Down In Southside 

And Southwest Va. Under Gov. McDonnell.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Armstrong Says Jobs Are Down In Southside And 

Southwest Va. Under Gov. McDonnell,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/28/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

Monday, July 25th, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰArmstrong Changes Stance On Taking 

Campaign Money From Electric Utilities.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Armstrong Changes Stance On Taking Campaign 

Money From Electric Utilities,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/25/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Full Flop 

 

Friday, October 14th, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰWard Armstrong Says Appalachian Power 

Company Is Making ȬRecord Profits.ȭȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Ward Armstrong Says Appalachian Power Company Is 

Making ‘Record Profits,’” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 10/14/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Pants On Fire 

PolitiFact On George Barker’s Statements 
 

Thursday, February 9th, 2012 At 10:35 A.M.: ȰSen. George Barker Says McDonnellȭs 

Budget Cuts Pre-Kindergarten Program.ȱ  (Nancy Marsden, “Sen. George Barker Says McDonnell’s Budget Cuts 

Pre-Kindergarten Program,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/9/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/05/ward-armstrong/del-ward-armstrong-says-telecom-bill-would-allow-p/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/19/ward-armstrong/ward-armstrong-says-appalachian-power-wants-10-per/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/28/ward-armstrong/armstrong-says-jobs-are-down-southside-and-southwe/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/25/ward-armstrong/armstrong-changes-stance-taking-campaign-money-ele/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/oct/14/ward-armstrong/ward-armstrong-says-appalachian-power-coompany-mak/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/09/george-barker/sen-george-barker-says-mcdonnells-budget-cuts-pre-/
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PolitiFact On Rick Boucher’s Statements 
 

Thursday, October 28th, 2010 At 12:18 P.M.: ȰRick Boucher Says Morgan Griffith 

Fought To Send Education Money From Southwest Virginia To Northern Virginia.ȱ  
(Warren Fiske, “Rick Boucher Says Morgan Griffith Fought To Send Education Money From Southwest Virginia To Northern Virginia,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 10/28/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

PolitiFact On Campaign For America’s Future Statements 
 

Thursday, April 14th, 2011 At 11:04 A.M.: ȰLiberal Group Says Eric Cantor Wants To 

Eliminate Social Security.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Liberal Group Says Eric Cantor Wants To Eliminate Social Security,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/14/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Pants On Fire 

PolitiFact On Gerry Connolly’s Statements 
 

Thursday, January 6th, 2011 At 1:31 P.M.: ȰRep. Gerry Connolly Says Federal 

Workforce Hasnȭt Grown Since 1990.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Rep. Gerry Connolly Says Federal Workforce Hasn’t Grown 

Since 1990,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/6/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

 

Saturday, April 30th, 2011 At 7:00 A.M.: ȰGerry Connolly Says GOP Medicare Plan 

Would Line The Pockets Of Private Insurance Companies.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Gerry Connolly Says GOP 

Medicare Plan Would Line The Pockets Of Private Insurance Companies,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/30/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

 

Thursday, March 8th, 2012 At 10:41 A.M.: ȰRep. Gerry Connolly Claims Stock Market 

Doubles Since Obama Took Oath.ȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “Rep. Gerry Connolly Claims Stock Market Doubles Since Obama 

Took Oath,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/8/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

 

-ÏÎÄÁÙȟ *ÕÎÅ ςυÔÈȟ ςπρς !Ô φȡππ !Ȣ-Ȣȡ Ȱ2ÅÐȢ 'ÅÒÒÙ #ÏÎÎÏÌÌÙ 3ÁÙÓ 2ÅÁÇÁÎ 2ÁÉÓÅÄ 

4ÁØÅÓ $ÕÒÉÎÇ &ÉÖÅ 9ÅÁÒÓ /Æ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÃÙȢȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “Rep. Gerry Connolly Says Reagan Raised Taxes During 
Five Years Of Presidency,” Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 6/25/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/oct/28/rick-boucher/morgan-griffith-says-rick-boucher-sent-education-m/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/14/campaign-americas-future/liberal-groups-say-eric-cantor-wants-eliminate-soc/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/06/gerry-connolly/rep-gerry-connolly-says-federal-workforce-hasnt-gr/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/30/gerry-connolly/gerry-connolly-says-gop-medicare-plan-would-line-p/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/mar/08/gerry-connolly/rep-gerry-connolly-claims-stock-market-doubles-oba/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jun/25/gerry-connolly/rep-gerry-connolly-says-reagan-raised-taxes-during/


75 
 

PolitiFact On Democrat Congressional Campaign Committee Statements 
 

Friday, October 29th, 2010 At 10:45 P.M.: ȰDCCC Says Scott Rigellȭs Car Dealership 

Made Over $400,000 Off The ȬCash For Clunkersȭ Bailout.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “DCCC Says Scott Rigell’s Car 

Dealership Made Over $400,000 Off The ‘Cash For Clunkers’ Bailout,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 10/29/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

 

Friday, February 4th, 2011 At 5:07 P.M.: ȰThe DCCC Says Rep. Robert Hurt Supports A 

40 Percent Cut In Education Spending.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “The DCCC Says Rep. Robert Hurt Supports A 40 Percent 

Cut In Education Spending,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/4/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Pants On Fire 

 

Thursday, June 9th, 2011 At 11:14 A.M.: ȰDCCC Says Hurt Voted Again To End 

Medicare.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “DCCC Says Hurt Voted Again To End Medicare,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 6/9/11) 

 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

PolitiFact On Democrat Party Of Virginia Statements 
 

Tuesday, June 28th, 2011 At 12:47 P.M.: ȰDemocrats Say Bob McDonnell Tried To 

Raid Education To Pay For Roads.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Democrats Say Bob McDonnell Tried To Raid Education To Pay 

For Roads,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 6/28/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

 

Thursday, August 18th, 2011 At 11:45 A.M.: ȰVirginia Democratic Party Claims Bob 

McDonnell Has Made No Progress On Jobs.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Virginia Democratic Party Claims Bob McDonnell 

Has Made No Progress On Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 8/18/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

PolitiFact On David Englin’s Statements 
 

Wednesday, February 1st, 2012 At 6:00 a.m.: ȰDel. Englin Says Cashier And Rich 

Hedge Fund Manager Pay Same Virginia Income Tax Rate.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Del. Englin Says Cashier 

And Rich Hedge Fund Manager Pay Same Virginia Income Tax Rate,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/1/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/oct/29/democratic-congressional-campaign-committee/dccc-says-scott-rigells-car-dealership-made-over-4/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/04/democratic-congressional-campaign-committee/dccc-says-rep-robert-hurt-supports-40-percent-cut-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jun/09/democratic-congressional-campaign-committee/dccc-says-hurt-voted-again-end-medicare/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jun/28/democratic-party-virginia/democrats-say-bob-mcdonnell-tried-raid-education-p/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/aug/18/democratic-party-virginia/virginia-democratic-party-claims-bob-mcdonnell-has/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/01/david-englin/del-englin-says-cashier-and-rich-hedge-fund-manage/
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PolitiFact On Edd Houck’s Statements 
 

Wednesday, October 12th, 2011 At 4:14 P.M.: ȰHouck Says Reeves ȬOKȭ With Shipping 

Va. Jobs To China.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Houck Says Reeves ‘OK’ With Shipping Va. Jobs To China,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 10/12/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

PolitiFact On Janet Howell’s Statements 
 

Monday, February 27th, 2012 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰSen. Janet Howell Says Itȭs Easier To Buy 

Guns In Virginia Than Vote.ȱ  (Nancy Marsden, “Sen. Janet Howell Says It’s Easier To Buy Guns In Virginia Than Vote,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/27/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

PolitiFact On Dwight Jones’ Statements 
 

Friday, February 11th, 2011 At 1:36 P.M.: ȰRichmond Mayor Dwight Jones Says City 

Has $981 Million In Active Development Projects.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Richmond Mayor Dwight Jones Says 

City Has $981 Million In Active Development Projects,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/11/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

PolitiFact On Tim Kaine’s Statements 
 

Thursday, November 11th, 2010 At 10:00 A.M.: ȰTim Kaine Says Republican Effort To 

Extend Bush Tax Cuts Would Double Deficit.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Tim Kaine Says Republican Effort To Extend 

Bush Tax Cuts Would Double Deficit,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/11/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 
 

Monday, January 10th, 2011 At 10:00 A.M.: ȰTim Kaine Says Obamaȭs Approval 

Ratings ȬFineȭ Compared To Other Presidents.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Tim Kaine Says Obama’s Approval Ratings 

‘Fine’ Compared To Other Presidents,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/10/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 
 

Saturday, February 26th, 2011 At 8:00 A.M.: ȰTim Kaine Says Jobs Increased 1 

Percent Under George Bush While Population Grew 10 Percent.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine Says 

Jobs Increased 1 Percent Under George Bush While Population Grew 10 Percent,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/26/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/oct/12/edd-houck/houck-says-reeves-ok-shipping-va-jobs-china/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/27/janet-howell/sen-janet-howell-says-its-easier-guns-virginia-vot/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/11/dwight-jones/richmond-mayor-dwight-jones-says-city-has-981-mill/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/11/tim-kaine/kaine-says-republican-effort-extend-bush-tax-cuts-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/10/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-says-obamas-approval-ratings-fine-compar/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/26/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-says-jobs-increased-1-percent-under-geor/
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Wednesday, March 2nd, 2011 At 7:56 A.M.: ȰTim Kaine Says The Economy Has Added 

Private Sector Jobs 12 Months In A Row.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Tim Kaine Says The Economy Has Added Private 

Sector Jobs 12 Months In A Row,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/2/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

 

Tuesday, April 5th, 2011 At 6:14 P.M.: ȰTim Kaine Said He Would Not Run For 

Senate.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Tim Kaine Said He Would Not Run For Senate,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/5/11) 

 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half Flip 

 

Thursday, April 7th, 2011 At 1:00 P.M.: ȰTim Kaine Says Virginia Named Best 

Managed State, Best For Business While He Was Governor.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Tim Kaine Says Virginia 

Named Best Managed State, Best For Business While He Was Governor,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/7/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Thursday, May 12th, 2011 At 12:27 P.M.: ȰTim Kaine Says Virginiaȭs Higher 

Education, Income Records Have Dramatically Improved In Past 50 Years.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, 

“Tim Kaine Says Virginia’s Higher Education, Income Records Have Dramatically Improved In Past 50 Years,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 5/12/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

 

Friday, May 27th, 2011 At 11:27 A.M.: ȰTim Kaine Says Unmarried Couples Should Be 

Allowed To Adopt.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Tim Kaine Says Unmarried Couples Should Be Allowed To Adopt,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/27/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half Flip 

 

Monday, November 14th, 2011 At 8:00 P.M.: ȰTim Kaine Says George Allenȭs Flat Tax 

ȬPlanȭ Shrinks Revenues More Than Rick Perryȭs Proposal.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine Says George 

Allen’s Flat Tax ‘Plan’ Shrinks Revenues More Than Rick Perry’s Proposal,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/14/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

Thursday, December 8th, 2011 At 12:49 P.M.: ȰTim Kaine Says Debt Grew By $16,000 

Every Second Of George Allenȭs Senate Term.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Tim Kaine Says Debt Grew By $16,000 Every 

Second Of George Allen’s Senate Term,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/8/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/02/tim-kaine/weve-now-gained-private-sector-jobs-12-months-row/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/05/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-said-he-would-not-run-senate/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/07/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-says-virginia-named-best-managed-state-b/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/12/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-says-virginias-higher-education-record-h/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/27/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-says-unmarried-couples-should-be-allowed/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/nov/14/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-says-george-allen-flat-tax-plan-shrinks-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/08/tim-kaine/time-kaine-says-debt-grew-16000-every-second-georg/
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Saturday, December 17th, 2011 At 7:00 A.M. ȰTim Kaine Says George Allen Cast ȬThe 

Deciding Voteȭ For 2003 Bush Tax Cuts.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine Says George Allen Cast ‘The Deciding Vote’ 

For 2003 Bush Tax Cuts,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/17/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

Monday, December 26th, 2011 At 8:14 A.M.: ȰTim Kaine Claims Deficit George Allen 

Helped Turn Record Surplus Into Record Deficit.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Tim Kaine Claims Deficit George Allen 

Helped Turn Record Surplus Into Record Deficit,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact , 12/26/11) 

 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

 

¶ Note: PolitiFact Virginia changed its original ruling from “Mostly True.” 

 

&ÒÉÄÁÙȟ -ÁÙ ρρÔÈȟ ςπρς !Ô φȡππ !Ȣ-Ȣȡ Ȱ4ÉÍ +ÁÉÎÅ 3ÁÙÓ 0ÒÅ-Kinderdarten Program 

%ØÐÁÎÄÅÄ τπ 0ÅÒÃÅÎÔ 7ÈÅÎ (Å 7ÁÓ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȢȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “Tim Kaine Says Pre-Kinderdarten 

Program Expanded 40 Percent When He Was Governor,” Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 5/11/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

&ÒÉÄÁÙȟ *ÕÎÅ ρυÔÈȟ ςπρς !Ô ρςȡσς 0Ȣ-Ȣȡ Ȱ4ÉÍ +ÁÉÎÅ 3ÁÙÓ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁ 7ÏÍÅÎ %ÁÒÎ χω 

#ÅÎÔÓ 4Ï %ÖÅÒÙ Αρ -ÁÄÅ "Ù -ÅÎȢȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “Tim Kaine Says Virginia Women Earn 79 Cents To Every $1 
Made By Men,” Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 6/15/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

PolitiFact On Babur Lateef’s Statements 
 

Wednesday, March 30th, 2011 At 11:46 A.M.: ȰBabur Lateef Says Unemployment Up 

150 Percent Since Corey Stewart Became Prince William Chairman.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Babur 

Lateef Says Unemployment Up 150 Percent Since Corey Stewart Became Prince William Chairman,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

3/30/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

PolitiFact On Terry McAuliffe’s Statements 
 

-ÏÎÄÁÙȟ *ÕÌÙ ςÎÄȟ ςπρς !Ô ρρȡτυ !Ȣ-Ȣȡ Ȱ-ÁÊÏÒÉÔÙ 0!# 3ÁÙÓ 4ÉÍ +ÁÉÎÅ -ÁÄÅ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁ 

4ÈÅ "ÅÓÔ 3ÔÁÔÅ &ÏÒ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȢȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Majority PAC Says Tim Kaine Made Virginia The Best State For Business,” 
Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 7/2/12) 

 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/17/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-says-george-allen-cast-deciding-vote-200/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/dec/26/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-claims-deficit-george-allen-helped-turn-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/may/11/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-says-pre-kinderdarten-program-expanded-4/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jun/15/tim-kaine/tim-kaine-says-virginia-women-earn-79-cents-every-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/30/babur-lateef/babur-lateef-says-unemployment-150-percent-corey-s/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jul/02/majority-pac/majority-pac-says-tim-kaine-made-virginia-best-sta/
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PolitiFact On Terry McAuliffe’s Statements 
 

Tuesday, May 3rd, 2011 At 1:32 P.M.: ȰTerry McAuliffe Says China Owns $1.1 Trillion 

In U.S. Debt.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Terry McAuliffe Says China Owns $1.1 Trillion In U.S. Debt,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

5/3/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Wednesday, May 18th, 2011 At 11:23 A.M.: ȰTerry McAuliffe Says Virginia Has No 

Repayment Plan For Its New Transportation Debt.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Terry McAuliffe Says Virginia Has No 

Repayment Plan For Its New Transportation Debt,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/18/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Pants On Fire 

 

Saturday, May 21st, 2011 At 7:00 A.M.: ȰMcAuliffe Says McDonnell Job-Creation Effort 

Hasnȭt Kept Pace With Population Growth.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “McAuliffe Says McDonnell Job-Creation Effort 

Hasn’t Kept Pace With Population Growth,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/21/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

PolitiFact On Donald McEachin’s Statements 
 

Sunday, January 15th, 2012 At 11:06 P.M.: ȰMcEachin Says McDonnell Plan Uses 

Education Money To Fix Roads.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “McEachin Says McDonnell Plan Uses 

Education Money To Fix Roads,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/15/12) 

 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Thursday, January 26th, 2012 At 7:00 A.M.: ȰMcEachin Says Gov. McDonnellȭs Budget 

Cuts Public Education.ȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “McEachin Says Gov. McDonnell’s Budget Cuts Public Education,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/26/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

PolitiFact On Brian Moran’s Statements 
 

Friday, January 21st, 2011 At 11:57 A.M.: ȰDemocrat Brian Moran Says Gov. Bob 

McDonnell Has No Plan For Paying Transportation Debt.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Democrat Brian Moran Says 

Gov. Bob McDonnell Has No Plan For Paying Transportation Debt,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/21/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Pants On Fire 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/03/terry-mcauliffe/terry-mcauliffe-says-china-owns-11-trillion-us-deb/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/18/terry-mcauliffe/terry-mcauliffe-says-virginia-has-no-repayment-pla/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/21/terry-mcauliffe/mcauliffe-says-mcdonnell-job-creation-effort-hasnt/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jan/15/donald-mceachin/mceachin-says-mcdonnell-plan-uses-education-money-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jan/26/donald-mceachin/mceachin-says-gov-mcdonnells-budget-cuts-public-ed/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jan/21/brian-moran/democrat-brian-moran-says-gov-bob-mcdonnell-has-no/
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Thursday, March 3rd, 2011 At 1:55 P.M.: ȰVirginia Democratic Chairman Brian 

Moran Says Gov. Bob McDonnell Failed To Create Ample Jobs.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Virginia 

Democratic Chairman Brian Moran Says Gov. Bob McDonnell Failed To Create Ample Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

3/3/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

PolitiFact On Jim Moran’s Statements 
 

Saturday, December 11th, 2010 At 5:45 P.M.: ȰRep. Jim Moran Says Bush Tax Cuts Did 

Not Improve Employment And Work-Force Participation.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Rep. Jim Moran Says Bush 

Tax Cuts Did Not Improve Employment And Work-Force Participation,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/11/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

 

Saturday, March 26th, 2011 At 7:00 A.M.: ȰRep. Jim Moran Says Ending Federal 

Funding Of NPR Would Jeopardize 9,000 Jobs.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Rep. Jim Moran Says Ending Federal Funding 

Of NPR Would Jeopardize 9,000 Jobs,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/26/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 
 

Monday, April 11th, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰRep. Jim Moran Says Top Five Oil U.S. 

Companies Raked In $1 Trillion Profit.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Rep. Jim Moran Says Top Five Oil U.S. Companies Raked 

In $1 Trillion Profit,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/11/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 
 

Friday, March 23rd, 2012 At 11:53 A.M.: ȰMoran Says Drilling Off Virginiaȭs Coast Will 

Net Only $40 Million For U.S. Over 10 Years.ȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “Moran Says Drilling Off Virginia’s Coast Will 

Net Only $40 Million For U.S. Over 10 Years,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/23/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 
 

Wednesday, May 11th, 2011 At 10:59 A.M.: ȰJim Moran Says U.S. Oil Production At 

Highest Level Since Ȭ03.ȱ  (Jacob Gieger, “Jim Moran Says U.S. Oil Production At Highest Level Since ‘03,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/11/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 
 

Wednesday, June 1st, 2011 At 11:45 A.M.: ȰRep. Moran Says GOP Requires Use Of 

Cups In House Cafeterias Made By Koch Industries.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Rep. Moran Says GOP Requires Use Of 

Cups In House Cafeterias Made By Koch Industries,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 6/1/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Pants On Fire 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/03/brian-moran/virginia-democratic-chairman-brian-moran-says-gov-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/dec/11/jim-moran/rep-jim-moran-says-bush-tax-cuts-did-not-improve-e/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/26/jim-moran/rep-jim-moran-says-ending-federal-funding-npr-woul/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/11/jim-moran/rep-jim-moran-says-top-five-oil-us-companies-raked/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/mar/23/jim-moran/moran-says-dilling-virginias-coast-will-net-4-mill/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/11/jim-moran/jim-moran-says-us-oil-production-highest-level-03/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jun/01/jim-moran/rep-moran-says-gop-requires-use-cups-house-cafeter/
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Friday, January 27th, 2012 At 10:54 a.m.: ȰRep. Jim Moran Says U.S. Gun Homicide 

Rate 20 Times Higher Than Other Western Nations.ȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “Rep. Jim Moran Says U.S. Gun 

Homicide Rate 20 Times Higher Than Other Western Nations,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 1/27/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

 

4ÕÅÓÄÁÙȟ -ÁÙ ςωÔÈȟ ςπρς !Ô ωȡστ !Ȣ-Ȣȡ Ȱ*ÉÍ -ÏÒÁÎ 3ÁÙÓ χπ 0ÅÒÃÅÎÔ /Æ 4ÒÁÃÅÄ 

&ÉÒÅÁÒÍÓ )Î -ÅØÉÃÁÎ $ÒÕÇ #ÒÉÍÅÓ #ÏÍÅ &ÒÏÍ 5Ȣ3Ȣȱ  (Nancy Madsen, “Jim Moran Says 70 Percent Of 
Traced Firearms In Mexican Drug Crimes Come From U.S.,” Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 5/29/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

PolitiFact On Joe Morrissey’s Statements 
 

Monday, February 7th, 2011 At 10:30 A.M.: ȰDel. Joe Morrissey Says Military Spent 

$500 Million Enforcing Donȭt Ask, Donȭt Tell.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Del. Joe Morrissey Says Military Spent $500 

Million Enforcing Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/7/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

PolitiFact On NARAL Pro-Choice Of Virginia Statements 
 

Monday, June 27th, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰNARAL Says McDonnellȭs Agenda Costs State 

Federal Sex Ed Money.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “NARAL Says McDonnell’s Agenda Costs State Federal Sex Ed Money,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 6/27/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

PolitiFact On Glenn Nye’s Statements 
 

Monday, October 25th, 2010 At 3:54 P.M.: ȰGlenn Nye Claims He Voted Against The 

Wall Street Bailout.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Glenn Nye Claims He Voted Against The Wall Street Bailout,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 10/25/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

PolitiFact On Barack Obama’s Statements 
 

Friday, October 21st, 2011 At 7:45 A.M.: ȰObama Says His Payroll Tax Cut Would 

Mean Ȭ$1,500 In Your Pocket.ȭȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Obama Says His Payroll Tax Cut Would Mean ‘$1,500 In Your Pocket,’” 

Richmond Times-Dispatch’s PolitiFact, 10/21/11) 

 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jan/27/jim-moran/rep-jim-moran-says-us-gun-homicide-rate-20-times-h/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/may/29/jim-moran/jim-moran-says-70-percent-traced-firearms-mexican-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/07/joe-morrissey/del-joe-morrissey-says-military-spent-500-million-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jun/27/naral-pro-choice-america/naral-says-mcdonnells-agenda-costs-state-federal-s/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/oct/25/glenn-nye/glenn-nye-claims-he-voted-against-wall-street-bail/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/oct/21/barack-obama/obama-says-his-payroll-tax-cut-would-mean-1500-you/


82 
 

Monday, April 9th, 2012 At 2:44 P.M.: ȰBarack Obama Ad Says U.S. Oil Production Is 

At Eight-Year High.ȱ  (Warren Fiske and Louis Jacobson, “Barack Obama Ad Says U.S. Oil Production Is At Eight-Year High,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/9/12) 

 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

PolitiFact On Martin O’Malley’s Statements 
 

Monday, February 13th, 2012 At 11:30 A.M.: ȰGov. OȭMalley Says Maryland Is 

Creating Jobs At 2 1/2 Times Rate Of Virginia.ȱ  (Nancy Marsden, “Gov. O’Malley Says Maryland Is Creating 

Jobs At 2 1/2 Times Rate Of Virginia,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/13/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

PolitiFact On Organizing For America Statements 
 

Monday, March 21st, 2011 At 8:00 A.M.: ȰOrganizing For America Says GOP Budget 

Would Cut 1 Million Jobs.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Organizing For America Says GOP Budget Would Cut 1 Million Jobs,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 3/21/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

PolitiFact On Tom Perriello’s Statements 
 

Saturday, October 30th, 2010 At 1:00 P.M.: ȰTom Perriello Says Robert Hurt Voted 

For A Bill That Raised Electric Rates Seven Times.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Tom Perriello Says Robert Hurt Voted 

For A Bill That Raised Electric Rates Seven Times,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 10/30/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

PolitiFact On Ken Plum’s Statements 
 

Friday, August 12th, 2011 At 11:52 A.M.: ȰPlum Says Virginia Is Shirking School 

Funding Requirements.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Plum Says Virginia Is Shirking School Funding Requirements,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 8/12/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

PolitiFact On Richard Saslaw’s Statements 
 

Saturday, November 13th, 2010 At 11:00 P.M.: ȰRichard Saslaw Says $65 Million 

From ABC Privitazation Wouldnȭt Even Cover An Overpass At Tysons Corner.ȱ  (Wes 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/apr/09/barack-obama/barack-obama-ad-says-us-oil-production-eight-year-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/13/martin-omalley/gov-omalley-says-maryland-creating-jobs-2-12-times/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/mar/21/organizing-america/organizing-america-says-gop-budget-would-cut-1-mil/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/oct/30/tom-perriello/tom-perriello-says-robert-hurt-voted-bill-raised-e/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/aug/12/ken-plum/plum-says-virginia-shirking-school-funding-require/
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Hester, “Richard Saslaw Says $65 Million From ABC Privitazation Wouldn’t Even Cover An Overpass At Tysons Corner,” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/13/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

 

Friday, April 29th, 2011 At 3:41 P.M.: ȰDick Saslaw Said The Senate Would Not Alter 

Its Redistricting Plan.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Dick Saslaw Said The Senate Would Not Alter Its Redistricting Plan,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/29/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Full Flop 

PolitiFact On Bobby Scott’s Statements 
 

Friday, November 5th, 2010 At 4:09 P.M.: ȰBobby Scott Said The Budget Will Be ȬClose 

Toȭ Balanced In Four Years If The Bush Tax Cuts Expire On Schedule.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Bobby 

Scott Said The Budget Will Be ‘Close To’ Balanced In Four Years If The Bush Tax Cuts Expire On Schedule,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs 

PolitiFact, 11/5/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

Tuesday, November 23rd, 2010 At 4:03 P.M.: ȰBobby Scott Says Health Care Reform 

May Cut Deficit By $1.2 Trillion Over 20 Years.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Bobby Scott Says Health Care Reform May 

Cut Deficit By $1.2 Trillion Over 20 Years,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/23/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

 

Tuesday, December 7th, 2010 At 10:30 A.M.: ȰBobby Scott Says Republicans Created 

$1 Trillion Prescription Drug Plan.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Bobby Scott Says Republicans Created $1 Trillion Prescription 

Drug Plan,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/7/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 
 

Monday, December 27th, 2010 At 10:00 A.M.: ȰRep. Bobby Scott Says Tax Deal Costs 

Same As Health Care Reform, Exceeds Price Of Stimulus And TARP.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Rep. Bobby 

Scott Says Tax Deal Costs Same As Health Care Reform, Exceeds Price Of Stimulus And TARP,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 

12/27/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 
 

Friday, May 6th, 2011 At 8:00 A.M.: ȰRep. Scott Says 12 Percent Of High Schools 

Produce Half Of Nationȭs Dropouts.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Rep. Scott Says 12 Percent Of High Schools Produce Half Of 

Nation’s Dropouts,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 5/6/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/13/richard-saslaw/richard-saslaw-says-65-million-abc-privitazation-w/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/29/richard-saslaw/dick-saslaw-said-senate-would-not-alter-its-redist/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/05/bobby-scott/bobby-scott-said-budget-will-be-close-balanced-fou/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/23/bobby-scott/bobby-scott-says-health-care-reform-may-cut-defici/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/dec/07/bobby-scott/bobby-scott-says-republicans-created-1-trillion-pr/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/dec/27/bobby-scott/rep-bobby-scott-says-tax-deal-costs-same-health-ca/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/may/06/bobby-scott/rep-scott-says-12-percent-high-schools-produce-hal/
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Monday, August 1st, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰScott Says Balanced Budget Amendment 

Does Not Require Balanced Budget.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Scott Says Balanced Budget Amendment Does Not Require 

Balanced Budget,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 8/1/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

 

Monday, August 29th, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰScott Says Debt-Limit Deal Pays For Half Of 

Bush Tax Cuts.ȱ  (Warren Fiske and Sean Gorman, “Scott Says Debt-Limit Deal Pays For Half Of Bush Tax Cuts,” Richmond 

Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 8/29/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

PolitiFact On Sierra Club Statements 
 

Sunday, October 31st, 2010 At 10:30 P.M.: ȰConservation Groups Accuse Robert Hurt 

Of Conflict-Of-Interest On Uranium Vote.ȱ  (Michael Martz, “Conservation Groups Accuse Robert Hurt Of 

Conflict-Of-Interest On Uranium Vote,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 10/31/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

PolitiFact On Virginia Education Association Statements 
 

Friday, December 17th, 2010 At 6:31 P.M.: ȰVEA President Kitty Boitnott Says 

Virginia Teachers Have Gone Three Years Without Raises.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “VEA President Kitty 

Boitnott Says Virginia Teachers Have Gone Three Years Without Raises,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/17/10) 

 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: False 

 

Monday, April 25th, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰEducation Association President Says 

Virginia Teacher Salaries Below National Average.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Education Association President 

Says Virginia Teacher Salaries Below National Average,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/25/11) 

 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Tuesday, February 7th, 2012 At 1:43 P.M.: ȰKitty Boitnott Says Virginia Has Cut $1.6 

Billion From Minimum School Standards.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Kitty Boitnott Says Virginia Has Cut $1.6 Billion 

From Minimum School Standards,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/7/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

 

 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/aug/01/bobby-scott/scott-says-balanced-budget-amendment-does-not-requ/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/aug/29/bobby-scott/scott-says-debt-limit-deal-pays-half-bush-tax-cuts/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/oct/31/sierra-club/conservation-groups-accuse-robert-hurt-conflict-in/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/dec/17/kitty-boitnott/vea-president-kitty-boitnott-says-virginia-teacher/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/25/kitty-boitnott/education-association-president-says-virginia-teac/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/feb/07/kitty-boitnott/kitty-boitnott-says-virginia-has-cut-16-billion-mi/


85 
 

PolitiFact On Virginia Senate Democrat Caucus Statements 
 

Tuesday, February 22nd, 2011 At 11:30 A.M.: ȰVirginia Senate Democrats Say House 

Of Delegates Budget Cuts $50 Million From Education Spending.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Virginia Senate 

Democrats Say House Of Delegates Budget Cuts $50 Million From Education Spending,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/22/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

PolitiFact On Mark Warner’s Statements 
 

Sunday, November 14th, 2010 At 10:00 A.M.: ȰWarner Says The Deficit Would Grow 

By $65 Billion ȬIf We Keep The Cuts For People On The Highest Incomes.ȭȱ  (Wes Hester, 

“Warner Says The Deficit Would Grow By $65 Billion ‘If We Keep The Cuts For People On The Highest Incomes,’” Richmond Times-

Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/14/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly True 

 

Thursday, December 9th, 2010 At 12:16 P.M.: ȰSen. Mark Warner Estimates National 

Debt Grew $15 Billion Over Weekend.ȱ  (Wes Hester, “Sen. Mark Warner Estimates National Debt Grew $15 

Billion Over Weekend,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 12/9/10) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Tuesday, February 1st, 2011 At 11:00 A.M.: ȰMark Warner Says U.S. Tax Breaks 

Outweigh Income Tax Receipts.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Mark Warner Says U.S. Tax Breaks Outweigh Income Tax Receipts,” 

Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/1/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Friday, April 22nd, 2011 At 10:55 A.M.: ȰMark Warner Says Federal Spending Is Near 

All-Time High, Relative To GDP.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Mark Warner Says Federal Spending Is Near All-Time High, Relative 

To GDP,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 4/22/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

Saturday, July 2nd, 2011 At 6:00 A.M.: ȰMark Warner Says Corporate Taxes As Share 

Of U.S. Revenue Have Fallen By Half In 30 Years.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Mark Warner Says Corporate Taxes As 

Share Of U.S. Revenue Have Fallen By Half In 30 Years,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 7/2/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Half True 

 

 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/22/virginia-senate-democratic-caucus/virginia-democrats-say-house-delegates-budget-cuts/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/nov/14/mark-warner/warner-says-deficit-would-grow-65-billion-if-we-ke/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2010/dec/09/mark-warner/sen-mark-warner-estimates-national-debt-grew-15-bi/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/01/mark-warner/mark-warner-says-us-tax-breaks-outweigh-income-tax/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/apr/22/mark-warner/mark-warner-says-federal-spending-near-all-time-hi/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/jul/02/mark-warner/mark-warner-says-corporate-taxes-share-us-revenue-/
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Friday, November 25th, 2011 At 6:10 P.M.: ȰMark Warner Says U.S. Would Gain 

Revenue By Cutting Income Tax Rates And Exemptions.ȱ  (Warren Fiske, “Mark Warner Says U.S. 

Would Gain Revenue By Cutting Income Tax Rates And Exemptions,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/25/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

PolitiFact On Jim Webb’s Statements 
 

Monday, February 14th, 2011 At 9:29 A.M.: ȰSen. Jim Webb Says Iraq War Is Major 

Reason For Oil Price Increases.ȱ  (Jacob Geiger, “Sen. Jim Webb Says Iraq War Is Major Reason For Oil Price 

Increases,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 2/14/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: Mostly False 

 

Saturday, November 12th, 2011 At 7:00 A.M.: ȰSen. Jim Webb Says Ronald Reagan 

Raised The Debt Ceiling 18 Times.ȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Sen. Jim Webb Says Ronald Reagan Raised The Debt Ceiling 18 

Times,” Richmond Times-Dispatchȭs PolitiFact, 11/12/11) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

 

-ÏÎÄÁÙȟ *ÕÎÅ τÔÈȟ ςπρς !Ô φȡππ !Ȣ-Ȣȡ Ȱ3ÅÎȢ *ÉÍ 7ÅÂÂ 3ÁÙÓ 3ÐÅÎÄÉÎÇ /Î 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ (ÁÓ 

'ÒÏ×Î $ÒÁÍÁÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ 3ÉÎÃÅ ρωψπȢȱ  (Sean Gorman, “Sen. Jim Webb Says Spending On Veterans Has Grown 
Dramatically Since 1980,” Richmond Times-$ÉÓÐÁÔÃÈȭÓ PolitiFact, 6/4/12) 
 

¶ PolitiFact Virginia Ruling: True 

http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/nov/25/mark-warner/mark-warner-says-us-would-gain-revenue-cutting-inc/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/feb/14/jim-webb/sen-jim-webb-says-iraq-war-major-reason-oil-price-/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2011/nov/12/jim-webb/sen-jim-webb-says-ronald-reagan-raised-debt-ceilin/
http://www.politifact.com/virginia/statements/2012/jun/04/jim-webb/jim-webb-says-veteran-funding-has-risen-dramatical/

