
Freshman, Malachi West, 

Experiences Missions in Haiti 

(a Mom’s perspective) 

Malachi West had just completed 8th grade this past 

summer. He typically attends Camp Glisson each 

summer. However, this past Spring he caught wind of 

the fact that our church, Kennesaw United 

Methodist, was planning a mission trip to Haiti. 

Malachi asked us if he could go to Haiti instead of 

Glisson this summer. Malachi, being a determined young man and very much a self-starter, took it upon himself to 

explore the possibility of going on the trip. He attended the early planning meetings, and was (perhaps a bit naively) 

optimistic about traveling to Haiti with mom and or dad along. At some point, it became clear that neither mom nor dad 

would be able to go along; however, Malachi was faithful. He would go with the small team from KUMC without either of 

his parents. This would mean that Malachi would be the only non-adult on the trip. (To me this is important, because 

when asked, he said that he truly felt led to go on this trip, at this time in his life. He would follow God’s will on this. How 

as a parent, regardless of how protective and sheltering you may be, can you discourage a young Christian in this 

situation? At some point you must practice what you preach, especially with your children, right?)  

In the end, Malachi went to Port-au-Prince and many other areas within 

Haiti. I am told that he represented himself (and Dominion Christian for that 

matter as you can see him in the photo below wearing his DCHS cross 

country shirt) very well.  

The first day the team arrived in Haiti, they were made aware that their 

plans had changed. Instead of going out to an orphanage, they would remain 

in Port-au-Prince for a couple of days. Here they would help with vacation 

Bible schools and minister to children.  I have included some entries from 

the trip leader as he posted them on the web during the mission. They 

ultimately joined a much larger group and it was very productive.  

“Flexibility is the key on trips such as this, and we learned this in a 

hurry once we arrived in Haiti. Soon after arriving in Haiti, we learned 

that the other church we were partnering with would not make it 

down because of flight cancellations. But God has it all under control, 

and we were put with 2 other church groups that will be helping to 

finish building a church in a small mountain community called Bwadjut. 

We arrived to our new lodging space just at dinner time, and were able 

to worship with the teams afterwards. It was a tiring and hectic day, 

but God has taken care of us and we are excited about the week 

ahead!” 

 On the second day of the trip in the small community of Bwadjut they 

attended church with the local people. A member from each mission 

team shared their testimony through one of the Haitian staff. After 

leaving Bwadjut, they and headed out for Ashca. (Malachi shown 

below.) 



Ashca is one of only a handful of facilities for children with 

physical disabilities. This was an eye opening and heart-

warming experience for all involved. We sang, danced, and 

played games for almost 2 hours. Malachi spent about an hour 

literally building walkers, canes, and other forms of enabling 

hardware for the physically challenged children. This was an 

emotional day for everyone and a day that truly made a 

difference in the quality of life for many children. Malachi 

summed it up very well. “I have seen that I am so blessed 

beyond what I could have ever asked of God.” 

Malachi experienced many things on the trip. The pastor of our 

church said that he has been all over the world, over many 

years in the Navy and as clergy. He said that he has never seen 

poverty even remotely close to that that exists in Haiti today. This can be difficult for many first time missionaries, and it 

can be positive or negative. I believe that for Malachi, it was very positive. He is eager to return to Haiti. 

Day 3, Back to Bwadjut. “We completed no less than 5 ministries today, and all were a success. The morning consisted of 

duel tree ministry and construction. Half the team split up in three groups and walked around the community. They would 

arrive at houses, ask if the owner would like a fruit tree to plant in their yard, and then speak and pray with the families. It 

was powerful and stretched both parties out of their comfort zones. 

The other half of the group (to which Malachi was assigned) was working hard on construction at the church. The group 

moved a whole lot of sand and cement block. This will be used to build bathrooms and showers for the church which are 

sorely needed. The team would form a line to pass buckets from on the hill, to down in the bottom floor of the church. 

These lines included community members and children eager to help the process along. The group was able to speak with 

and build into the community while putting in the physical labor. It was tremendous to work hand in hand with Haitian 

youth.  

After these ministries, the team put on a kids ministry. There were almost 

100 kids there to sing, jump, and do crafts with the team. There was also a 

skit put on for the kids telling the story of Zacchaeus. “All of these 

ministries brought smiles to more faces than we could count. God is 

good.” 

Another day now, there were 4 separate ministries going on at once, and 

all were phenomenal in their own way. 

“In the church, there is a group speaking with the youth aged kids of the 

community. It is here that the American youth related their struggles as 

teenagers with the Haitian youth, and they had a lot more in common 

than each thought.” Malachi was in this group. He had been very quiet 

until this point, but once in front of the group, microphone in hand, 

translator re-speaking every word, “Malachi came out of his shell. He got 

very excited to share Christ and his testimony.”  .” Malachi met a girl with 

whom he prayed, shared, and really connected. Her name was “Lovely”. 

She is 22 years old and is a Christian.  

Another day… “Outside, there is kid’s ministry involving them playing with beach balls, soccer balls, bubbles, jump ropes, 

and a large parachute. Meanwhile, the older kids had an intense soccer game going that saw every goal scored be 

celebrated emphatically by all around on both teams! God is present.” 



Finally, there was a women's bible study going on inside another building down the road. Here, the ladies talked about 

their relationships as sisters in Christ. They also gave out Creole bibles to the women of Bwadjut with personalized covers 

for each lady… “the power of the holy spirit is present so stay tuned to see what is next!”  

“We then went back to Good Shepherd Orphanage to participate in their community feeding program. The hardest part 

was saying goodbye, because the relationships built with the people here our heartfelt and genuine.” 

Big things have been done, and big things are yet to come.  

 

 

 


