
Don’t Be Caught Dead Without Christ! 
 

An Easter sermon by Don Ginkel 
 

1 Corinthians 15:55-57 
“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? The sting of 

death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

There is something about Christianity that distinguishes it from all the other 
religions in the world. It is the only religion that claims that it’s Leader died 

and rose again and is alive at this very moment. Christ is living today. Those 
who are true believers in Jesus are winners. I want you to be a winner 

because of Jesus. 
 

 You can follow any philosophy in life that you want. You can belong to 
any kind of religious denomination you want. You can call yourself a Baptist 

or a Buddhist, but unless you have the living Christ as your Savior, you are a 
loser. 

 
 You can have a good education, live in a beautiful home, drive a nice car, 

and be vaccinated against all kinds of diseases, but until you are converted 
to the Lord Jesus Christ you are a loser, you will continue to lose, and for all 

eternity you will lose. 

 
 You may have attended Sunday School as a child, have memorized many 

Scripture verses, and today you are a member in good standing in a church, 
but you will lose if you have not had an encounter with the Son of God. Until 

you are converted to Jesus Christ instead of following whatever it is that you 
following, you are a loser, and you will continue to be a loser. The Bible says 

there is no hope for you. 
 

 This is Easter 2015. Let me ask you, “What is really happening to you and 
your life?” Where have you been, where are you today, and where will you 

be tomorrow? Are you getting out of life that which you want and which 
satisfies? Or do you feel quite unsatisfied? Perhaps there are some here 

today who do not even know exactly what they want out of life. 
 

 I’m convinced that if Jesus Christ were physically present today, He would 

say to the people on Wall Street and in our banks, “Are you getting what you 
want?” He would say to our people who still have their jobs and to those 

who have lost them, “Are you getting what you want?” He would say to all 
our people who are Democrats or Republicans, “Are you getting what you 



want?” He would say to our people who have more food and clever gadgets, 

“Are you getting what you want?” Most would answer no! Some of you this 
morning might answer no! 

 
 So the message of Easter rings forth this morning, it rings out for all of us 

who still have a life to live on this earth, “Don’t be caught dead without 
Christ!” 

 
 Roll back the stone of unbelief and see the glory of the empty tomb and 

the thrill of a full heart which only a living Christ can bring. Place your weak 
and trembling hand in His and say with Thomas, “My Lord and My God!” 

Jesus has the keys in His hands that will deliver you from the fear of living 
on this earth with all its troubles. He has the key to personal happiness and 

personal peace within your being. He can unlock those doors and bring you 
the greatest joy you’ve ever known, all because He is alive. 

 

 At midnight one night the clock mechanically made a mistake and struck 
thirteen times. A little boy, frightened by it, ran into his grandmother’s room 

screaming, “Grandma, Grandma, it’s later than it has ever been before!” 
Possibly we need to do some screaming too, because it’s later than it’s ever 

been before. 
 

 There’s a funeral to go to. That funeral is yours. Are you prepared to face 
your own funeral? Have you had an encounter with Jesus Christ? Jesus had 

twelve men who traveled with Him, and no one suspected that something 
was wrong with one of them. No one suspected Judas. Before you leave here 

this morning, make sure of your personal relationship with Christ. You’ve got 
a funeral to attend, and this one you won’t miss, because it will be yours. 

 
 Man has never found his own protection against the sting of death. 

Scientists today are working on every known disease. Billions of dollars are 

being spent each year on research, drugs, new operative procedures and 
expensive health care programs. But no one is working on a cure for dying. 

It’s impossible. Man can’t find the answer. It’s found in Christ alone. 
 

 St. Paul writes the truth in our Easter text, 1 Corinthians 15:55, “Where, 
O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? The sting of death is 

sin, and the power of sin is the law.” You see, sin is the murder weapon of 
death. Sin is what strikes down every giant of a man. Sin gets every one. 

Take away sin and death becomes harmless. 
 

 There is a way for sin to be taken away from you. You can’t do it. The 
church can’t do it. St. Paul writes in verse 57 of our text, “But thanks be to 

God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Paul says that it 



is by Jesus’ suffering on the cross that we are saved. Jesus had to tangle 

with the forces of the supernatural world to win the victory. Now you don’t 
have to lose—you’ve got the victory. No more guilty feelings over sin. No 

more trying to do better in order for God to accept you. Trust the victory of 
Christ on Calvary’s cross on the way to your funeral, and it will be harmless. 

But be certain that you’re not caught dead without Christ. 
 

 If you think that Easter is a thrill for you now, if you feel an excitement in 
the air this morning like never before, if you feel yourself bubbling on the 

inside because of what’s going on now, then brother, I want to tell you, “You 
ain’t seen nothin’ yet!” 

 
 The fact that because Jesus rose from the dead means that we are going 

to rise from the dead. Matthew tells us that there was a violent earthquake 
that first Easter Sunday morning. Years ago, one of my young sons drew a 

picture of the day Jesus rose from the dead when the earthquake was taking 

place. Rocks and soldiers were flying all over the place. Now you just think 
about that event being repeated on the great Day of Resurrection. What kind 

of a sight it will be at the _______________ Cemetery, at the Cemetery out 
on _________ Road, and the _____________ Cemetery, as all those people 

start getting out of their graves. That’s going to be quite a sight. 
 

 No one will miss seeing all those people rise from the dead. It will be a 
command performance by our King. It will be staged for the world to see. 

You won’t want to miss that, in fact, don’t worry, you won’t! 
 

 But the question is: Do you want a glorious, resurrected body similar to 
the body of Christ on that day or do you want that piece of flesh that you 

have now that constantly causes you problems? Listen as Paul describes 
what will happen to the bodies of believers on that Day: 1 Corinthians 

15:52-54: “In a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 

trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the 

mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is 

written will come true: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’” 
 

 The answer that rings forth today is this: Receive a glorious body 
fashioned after the resurrected body of the Son of God, but in Christ’s name, 

don’t be caught dead without Him. Are you ready for that day of 
resurrection? If Christ is living within your body today, then you are. If 

Christ has established His home within the chambers of your heart, then you 
are. If Christ has assured you that you are His child, then you are. Don’t 



fake your religion—believe in Christ. Don’t get stuck with your tradition—

believe in Christ. 
 

 Years ago Evangelist Dwight L. Moody told the story of a man who was 
asked by his ten-year-old son, “Daddy, why don’t you ever go to church with 

us?” “I don’t need to go to church, son,” his father replied. “My faith is 
established.” Later that same day the man drove his horses out of the barn 

and hitched them to the buggy. As he and his son drove out of the yard the 
horses became stuck in a mud hole. The man tried in vain to get them out of 

this mud hole, whereupon the boy observed, “They’re not going anywhere, 
Daddy! I believe they’re established!” 

 
 An established person is a person who is not going anywhere, and in 

God’s name I hope none of you are established. But if you are, then you can 
let Christ move you out. Repent of your sins this morning. Ask Christ to 

come into your heart and forgive you and be your personal Savior.  

 
 I want to invite our guests this morning and all of our members to 

consider attending a special 10-week Bible study course entitled, I Have 
Good News For You. We’ll meet in the Fellowship Hall for our first session 

this evening (Could be set for the next Sunday evening. Put more details in 
the bulletin). Literally hundreds of thousands of people have had their lives 

changed through this great Bible study. 10,000 people a year take this 
course in the U.S. alone. I would like for you to be among the 10,000 that 

will take this course in 2009. Come and join us.  
 

 A Chinese proverb says, “The journey of a thousand miles begins with the 
first step.” You have heard what God is saying to you this Easter Sunday. 

Take one step right now with the living Lord and your journey with Him will 
be for eternity. He’ll see to that. Let Jesus live in you now and make life 

worthwhile. Let Jesus take you to your funeral. Let Him raise you with a 

glorious body on the Day of Resurrection. Let Him carry you into the eternal 
chambers of heaven, but in the Name of our living God, don’t ever be 

caught dead without Christ. Amen! 
 

Nota Bene: For some people, this will be the last Easter service they will 
attend. Plan, pray, and preach for a very powerful and moving worship 

service. 
 

 
 


