
CARDINaL NEWS 

From Our New Principal:  

Health Office News from Ms. VerStraten 

 

Whooooo, Wh00000 has returned 
their  YELLOW EMERGENCY CARD???   

HUSD FOOD SERVICES DEPT 

Pay for Lunch online at 

mymealtime.com 

Centennial Lunch Schedule 

Join Konstella today!! 
 
The Centennial PTO is excited to announce the launch of our new online community powered 
by Konstella. Konstella is a secure communications platform designed to  promote a more 
engaged school community. After seeing what Konstella has done for PTOs in other schools 
we saw an opportunity to streamline the communications process for everyone. Parents and 
teachers can create sign up lists, view the PTO calendar and find volunteer opportunities. Use 
the searchable directory to connect to other parents at Centennial. Konstella also has a free 
mobile app to keep parents in the loop while on the go. It's secure and private. Just choose 
what information to include or hide. We encourage parents, teachers and school staff to join 
and enrich our school community. 
  
Here's a list of few things you can do in Konstella:  
• Receive classroom & school announcements 
• Sign up for committees and volunteer jobs 
• Sync room and school calendar to your Google/Apple/Yahoo/Live calendars 
• Join Social Groups such as Girl Scouts, activity-based groups, and Clubs 
• Share files & photos 
• Message parents or teachers 
Request your invitation today at www.konstella.com!  
 
 

Schedule of Events: 

08/01 Renew your Frys Commuity Rewards today! Help Centennial earn Free money for our 
school! **instructions to renew/sign-up attached***  
08/05 Fun Friday Popsicle Sales $1 (in the Courtyard) 
08/05 Spirit Store open (hats, tanks, shirts, shorts, bows available for purchase)!! Or Shop on 
www.centennialpto.com to purchase your t-shirts today! 
08/12 Ice cream social—-sent you the flyer to include as an attachment 
08/18 Spirit Night at Chick Fil A 5-8pm Location: San Tan Village Pkwy *make sure to bring 
your flyer to get credit for your class* 
08/22 Believe Fundraiser Begins 
08/25 PTO General Meeting 8:30am All Families Welcome! Come get to know our new Asst. 
Principal, Mr. Matt Verville. Mr. V will be discussing his personal experience with “Growth 
Mindset” and how you can implement with your child. Snacks will be provided. Kids welcome. 

ATTENDANCE LINE:       

 480-279-8203 

  Available 24 hours a day  

 Please call as soon as you can!  

Or contact Mrs. MaRee Lopez our new  

Attendance Registrar!  

KINDER News :  Kindergarten is off to a great start! We are loving getting to know your chil-
dren! We will continue with our “Welcome to Kindergarten” theme for the month of August. . 
Mark your calendars for Shadow-A-Kindergartener day September 28th 8:10-9:30am. We 
would love to show you how much we have learned the first quarter!   

FIRST Grade News:  This month in addition to learning all about rules, procedures and mak-
ing friends, we will be learning about why mindset matters and helping students learn that suc-
cess comes from learning from your mistakes. We will also be focusing on community helpers. 
If you have a career that helps others in the community and would like to come speak to the 
first grade kiddos please email your child’s teacher. We are all looking forward to a fantastic 
year in 1st grade! 

SECOND Grade News:  Hello 2nd Grade Families!  This school year is off to a great 
start.  We have the privilege of welcoming Mrs. Hamilton, Mrs. Bunger and Mrs. Brown 
to 2nd grade. As a grade level we are really going to focus on growing our minds this 
year, promoting “can-do” attitudes and problem solving techniques.  Please visit your 
child’s teacher’s website for more information and details!    

THIRD Grade News: During the first month of third grade, students are learning new class-
room procedures and policies.  In Math, we learn about problem solving using the CUBES 
strategy and begin our unit in multiplication.  In reading, students are working on building 
reading stamina and we begin our unit on Libraries around the World.  In science, students will 
learn about the layers of the earth.  In social studies, we will begin our geography unit.  In writ-
ing, students will be building writing notebooks and begin their first narrative writing.   

Welcome to third grade!  It will be an exciting year. 

FIFTH Grade News:  We are SO excited to be back and ready for a great year in fifth grade. 

In writing we will be learning what it looks like and feels like to think and act 212. We will also 
be studying thinking maps and how we use them to plan our writing.  

In math we will be working on place value with exponents and introducing rounding, adding, 
and subtracting of decimals! In reading students will be working on strategies to annotate a 
given text. This will help students view passages with multiple different lenses, giving them a 
deeper and more meaningful understanding of a given text.   

In science, we will begin by reviewing how scientists work, and what skills we use to act like 
scientists in the lab.  We will also begin our unit on Earth’s processes, namely, what causes day 
and night, and what causes the seasons to change.  Students will combine their reading, writ-
ing, drawing, and making skills to conduct experiments and will be using their Science note-
books to record their data.  

In social studies we will be taking virtual field trips to help reinforce vocabulary identifying 
physical and human features on a map! 

SIXTH Grade News:   6th grade will start the year learning about figurative language in ELA. 
In Social Studies, the focus will be on the first human civilizations and how they survived. The 
students will kick things off in Math by learning how to divide fractions. In Science, the stu-
dents will begin with learning about plants and their life cycles.  

FOURTH Grade News:   Welcome Back!  Fourth Grade is off to a great start!  It has been 
wonderful getting to see all of the returning students and meeting many new ones.   This 
month we will be studying renewable energy in Science.  We are lucky to have SRP visiting 
our school this month to give the students a little more information about how energy works. 
This is the second year they will be here at Centennial and the presentation will be on August 
25th and 26th during your child’s Science period.   Have a great month and we look forward 
to a great year! 

Welcome Back Cardinals,  

It’s hard to believe the school year is underway! While I 

thoroughly enjoyed the summer break spending time 

with my husband and two girls, I was excited to come 

back to see all the students and fully jump into my new 

principal role.  

Last Friday the staff put on our annual welcome-back 

musical production for the students. This year it was 

centered on the “Zootopia” theme song “Try Everything.” 

This particular message was chosen because it ties into 

the Growth Mindset philosophy that Centennial has 

adopted. We want the students to know that it is okay to 

try something new or tackle a challenging task knowing 

they may fail with their first attempt. It is important for 

students to acknowledge their failure as a learning expe-

rience, to hold their head high, and to try again.  

As a staff we will be modeling this type of mindset- that 

it’s okay to fail as long as you don’t let it defeat you. With 

failure comes growth as long as you don’t let a fixed 

mindset get in the way. Teachers will also incorporate 

monthly lessons into their curriculum that focus on the 

Growth Mindset to assist students with learning how to grow 

and flex their mind, to learn from mistakes, and how to ap-

proach school and life with a “Try Everything” mentality. 

Rachel Broadley, Principal  

CARDINAL ART from Ms. Holgate 

Creative Cardinals, Centennial’s Art Club is geared towards students who are in 

grades 4th – 6th.  The first official meeting for all members who fill out a permission 

form is on Friday, August 5, 2016 in Room 112.  This meeting and all meetings will 

be on Fridays, after school from 3:15 to 4:30 p.m.  If you have any other questions, 

please feel free to contact  

Ms. Holgate by email:  emily.holgate@husd.org 

Birds Nest News:  

Library has the 1st Four Battle of the Books titles, available for any 5th and 
6th graders planning to compete in this years’ contest!  Our 1st Competition is 
tentatively scheduled for 9/29/16—So Let’s Get Reading!!  

 

Centennial Elementary School 
3507 S. Ranch House Pkwy 

Gilbert, AZ 85297 
480-279-8200 

A Message from the Assistant Principal: 

Greetings! 

The 2016-2017 school year is off to a great start and we are all looking forward to the amazing year that awaits 

us. There have been a few changes this year at Centennial. However, the culture, traditions, and quality of edu-

cation that are known at Centennial will surely remain and only continue to grow and develop. In fact,  growth will 

be a large focus this year as we integrate and develop a growth mindset understanding and practice on our cam-

pus. The philosophies and practices behind having a growth mindset attribute a person’s growth and success to 

the amount of effort one puts forth, and their ability to continuously persevere through challenges and adversity. 

Students will inevitably face challenges in their learning; however, how they face those challenges will be deter-

mined by their mindset. Does your student have a fixed mindset, or do they have a growth mindset? Unfortunate-

ly, having a fixed mindset creates limitations for people, and often deters them from success by attributing their 

failures to the lack of talent or skill they possess. On the other hand, having a growth mindset encourages stu-

dents to take risks, learn to accept failure, and understand that through mistakes they will improve and become 

more knowledgeable and skilled. Over the course of the year we will be discussing, learning, and celebrating 

growth mindset on our campus. We look forward to our students sharing this with you at home, and learning that 

through hard work, consistent effort, and determination they can be successful in all that they choose.  

Matthew Verville, AP  

ParentVue is the online parent portal to access 

your students grades and attendance. You  may 

request an individual activation code to create a 

parent login from the front office. 

Early release EVERY 

WEDNESDAY @ 1:00 p.m. 

LIBRARY NEWS From Mrs. Kolins and Mrs. Ford  
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