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Overview

A Summer challenges for children in low SES households
Food insecurity
G{ dZYYSNJ af ARS¢ Ay NBIRAYST
A Overview of efforts to address these challenges
simultaneously
A Case studies in Texas

A Best Practices
Vision
Implementation
Success
Impact




Summer Food Insecurity

AMany children and teens receive free or reduced
breakfast and lunch during the school year
United States: 21.5 million
Texas: 2.4 million

A During the summer break, these children are at greater
risk of hunger affecting:

Health (shoriterm and longterm)
Cognitive development
School performance when school resumes
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A Low income households (and communities) have less access
to reading materials

A Children in lowincome householdspend less time reading
and engaging in other vocabulagpnhancing activities

A Summer vacation creates reading gefmbout 3months
between lowSES and higBES children (Coopet. al 1996)

Reading comprehension: low inconstudentsloseabout 0.7
months more thanmiddle-incomestudents

Reading recognition: middlencomestudentsgainabout 2.3
months over summer, while lowerincome studentdoseabout
1.5 month

A Approximately 2/3 of the gap in reading achievement betwee
low-SES and higBES 9 graders can be attributed to
cumulative effects of summer setback (Alexander et. al 2007)




Waco Public Libraries

Research
shows that
public library
use among
poor children
drops off when
a library is
more than six ||
blocks from 7
their home,
compared with
more than two _
miles for
middle-class
children.
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Child Poverty Rate (using 202013 data) from Cigpata.com
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A Low SES children with parents who take them to the library,
allow them to check out books, and read to them during the
summer have reading gains similar to higher income children
(Slates et al. 2012)

A Reading just 4 books over the summer may be enough to
prevent learning loss (e.g., sekeyns1978; Kim 2004; White
House 2010)




Combined Responses

USDA Summeérood Servicé’rogram Website

(Site Activities)

AManysitesX 2 PhHysscalhctivity anénrichment activities
to keep children and teens engaged and coming bdékding
free and lowcost activities to incorporate into your Summer

Meal Programs helpsoost attendanceandmakes the meal
service morefun...

A Accordingo the National Summer Learnidgsociation:
Children who were given access to books over the summer,
after three summers, performed an astounding 35 to 40
percent better on reading achievement tests than those
without access to books over the summer months.

A SFSP is partnering with First Books to help make it easier for
sites to add a reading component to their feeding program




Waco Summer Feeding Sites
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A SFSP sites operating at public libraries
Openended activities for families during lunch

Pre- and postlunch activities to get families to stay and engage
Puppet shows
Story time
Science experiments

Summer literacy camps
A SFSP sites operating at schools, community centers, and par
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conjunction with the school district
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A Bookmobiles visiting SFSP sites
Urban and rural locations
Books (to be read on the bus or to be checked out)
Technology e.g., computers with internet access




Case Studies

AUSDA summer meals sites throughout Texas

A Partnering with LiteracZonneXusHope USA, local
churches, public housing authorities

Waco
Bellmead
San Marcos

Rio Grande Valley
Harlingen
San Isidro




Waco
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AOpened Summer 2014 at {8
Brook Avenue Elementaryiigige
School (existing summer S
meals site) ]

AhLISNY SR o0&
adopta-school partner:
Columbus Avenue Baptist /105 children checked

Church, Kids Hope USA
ALending library operates out 458 books (2014)

daily (MF) during lunch 2210 children checked

AStorytime and craft or out 1026 books (2015)
other activity weekly on
Wednesdays




Comments:
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check out books, they are always crawli
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stopped at a garage sale to buy some $0.25
books for them to have at home for them to
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get to have books all summer from the book
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around all summer with nothing to d¢

Observations: (participant)

A Older siblings read to younger ones or AdLQTb a2z df I R 0KS . 2h2
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story to them or repeat the words but we still nee sto read 0_|,_<S n
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A A (teen) parent checked out a high Ffglea 386G G2 0KS Lidz

school level book , . - A A .
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A Parents VI§It with other parents during G2 NBIR GKSYXGKSNBEOA
the story time house. My family owned a book once, but

A Children insist on coming to the site after we read it, we gave it to a neighbor, so

A Participants would encourage each other they could get the knowledge from the book.

to read more and to return books b2 6S R2y QU 26y | ye




Bellmeadz LaVega) 3$0 "

AStarted Summer 2015
ARefurbished van
ALending library

AOperates once weekly
A G2LJa 6A0K
Lunch Bus Express

AExpansions planned



San Marcos
Mission Good Neighbors

ABegan at Redwood Baptist Church in 2009

ANow includes Three Rivers Church in Martindale and tw
public housing authorities in San Marcos

A 10-week onsite feeding program

A Food provided through San Marcos ISD (6129 meals in
2014)

A After lunch children may opt to participate in Good News
Club designed to improve reading skills and teach Bible
stories

Aln 2014, 134 children participated and were assisted by
30 volunteers. Children received five books on last day
of program.




Suzie Taylorz program director




Rio Grande Valley

Harlingen Housing Authority

A LosVecinos 30 children participated
A Bonita Park: 25 childrenparticipated
A SunsefTerrace: 25 childrenparticipated

ALe Moyne Gardens: 25 childrenparticipated




Story time after lunch




First Baptist Church, San Isidro

21 children enjoyed in June. One child séid, f 2 @S
because this way | do not gebred,and | learn new
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could bet dzyahethBrambrillag Director




Best Practices

Vision
Implementation
Success
Impact




Vision
/AChoice of Venue

ALevel of Complexity
AAvailability of Volunteers




Implementation

AConnect with Partners

Donors: libraries, bookstores, grocery chains

Site managers: school, church, community center
AReadingViaterials

Suggestions for obtaining books

Processing the books

AOrganize materials for check out (if applicable)
and keeping records




Success

APromoting the program

AWorking with partners
Communication
Protocols and risk management

AOrganizing ossite activities
Reading partners
Storytime, crafts, games

Alncorporating reading incentives




moting the Program

¢ 1L
FRE ’ Breakfast and Lunch for Children/Teens!!!
June 8™ — August 21

Who:  Any child/teen (ages 1-18)
No sign-up or check-in reguired! Parents are not required
1o give any personal information about their children to
site operators in order for the child to receive a free meal.
Children and teens must simply show up at the site to get

their meal.
When: M-F: 7-:30am-8:30am (Breakfast) Where: Brook Avenue Elementary
M-F: 11:00am-12:30pm (Lunch) 720 Brook Avenue
Waco, TX 76708
"i‘of:' Also — Check out the NEW BOOK NOOK at Brook Avenue!!!
3

Reading Activities: Children and teens can check out books (M-F during the FREE
Lunch time) to read at home and/or you can enjoy weekly crafts & fun story times
{Wednesdays during the FREE lunch time)!

Brook tiene algo més para ustedes este verano!!!

Actividades de Lectura: Durante el horario del almuerzo pueden firmar #
para sacar libros para leer en casa, o disfrutar de las actividades de ks
manualidades y de historias divertidas semanales que se imparten cada
Miércoles.

Junio 8 hasta 21 de Agosto

&éQuienes? Todos los nifios y jovenes de 1 a 18 afios.
No es necesario que se registren ni se require ninguna
informacion, todos son bienveindos. Lo dnico que tienen
que hacer es presentarse y recibirdn su comida.

éCudndo? Desayuno: Lunes a Viernes de 7:30 a 8:30 de la mafiana.
Almuerzo: Lunes a Viernes de 11:00 a 12:30 del mediodia.

éDonde?  Escuela Primaria Brook Avenue

IA tenCi ()l] ! 720 Brook Avenue

csﬂf“ o Waco, TX 76708
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Incentives

LA e s oA A S S A s A S s S Sl s






