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A NOTE FROM COACH SARETSKY

Dear Alumni, Parents, and Friends,

What a winter! There is no doubt that the winter of 2015 will go down in history 
as one of the most memorable in the history of Harvard Track & Field. Records were 
broken, history was rewritten, and we’re not just referring to the 108+ inches of snowfall. 
Despite three cancelled days of school and challenging weather, Harvard still managed 
to put together one of the best seasons in program history. With six new school records, 
two all-time Ivy League bests, one first team All-American, and a third consecutive Ivy 
League Women’s Indoor Championship, 2015 was another checkpoint on the path toward 
becoming one of the most dominating teams in Heps history. 

If one athlete personified 2015, it was Nikki Okwelogu ’17 (Fresno, CA). Okwelogu 
dominated her competition wherever she competed and continued to raise the bar to a 
new level with each challenge. Okwelogu won the Heps Championship in the shot put 
with an All-Time Ivy League best throw of 56’2” (17.12m) which ranked her 9th overall in 
the NCAA. Two weeks later in Fayetteville, AR, Okwelogu bested that mark with a new 
personal best of 56’6” (17.22m) to capture 6th place and first team All-American honors. It 
was a breakout season for her and will no doubt fuel her in her pursuit of greater success 
in the shot and discus this outdoor campaign. 

Heps weekend was filled with too many fantastic performances to recap, but these 
few stood out. Senior Danielle Barbian (Sussex, WI) and Freshman Malcolm Johnson 
(Sylvania, OH) were the Queen and King of the sprints. Barbian won track athlete of the 
meet winning the 60m and 200m dashes in school record times of 7.40 and 24.03 (the 
former is also an All-Time Ivy League best). Johnson won the 60m dash and ended the 
year with the top 200m time in the league. Autumn Franklin ’16 (Owings Mills, MD) and 
Jarvis Harris ’15 (Ama, LA) followed suit in the hurdles. Both claimed the Ivy League title 
in the event with Harris setting a school record in the process. With the women’s meet 
hanging in jeopardy as the relays approached, the two-mile relay team of Paige Kouba ’16 
(Eugene, OR), Molly Renfer ’15 (Esher, Eng.), Erika Veidis ’15 (Sparta, NJ), and Gabrielle 
Scott ’15 (Irving, CA) pulled away from the competition to put the meet out of reach and 
help Harvard claim their third consecutive indoor crown.

With an incredible season behind them, the Crimson are turning their attention toward 
outdoor track and yet again the challenge of besting a 2014 season that was one for 
the record books. On tap for Harvard are trips to Houston for Spring Break where we 
will compete at the TSU Relays. We will also be traveling to the Texas Relays, Raleigh 
Relays, and Florida Relays as well as host the Harvard-Yale dual meet on April 11 at the 
McCurdy Track. This meet will serve as the qualifier for the HYOC (Harvard-Yale-Oxford-
Cambridge) meet. We then take a large squad to UVA for the Virginia Challenge and then 
Penn Relays before heading back to UPenn for Heps. 

I believe our team is at a unique point in our history. Our women have established 
themselves as a perennial power and we now have the job of defending that role at the 
Heps Championships while attempting to establish our presence on the national scene. 
Our men are young and developing and are getting ready to challenge the rest of the 
conference and compete for a title. These last two years have seen our program recruit 
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Hello from the Friends of Harvard Track (FoHT)!

As the FoHT begins the 4th quarter of our fiscal year, just 
like a miler hearing the bell lap with 400 meters to go, we are 
gearing up for a final push to the finish line! We continue to 
follow our strategy as a Friends organization of “Friend-Raising 
and Fund-Raising,” with goals of expanding our outreach, 
increasing donations, and connecting alums to the program. 

Remember our days on the team when each year the coach 
would set our goals just a little bit higher and challenge us 
to achieve them? Well, things haven’t changed much at all! 
Following our record-breaking fundraising year in 2014, we set 
our sights even higher in 2015 as we increased our targets to 
help support the team’s needs and to enable the team to travel 
to the UK for the next installment in the historic Harvard-Yale-
Oxford-Cambridge series.

As we round the first turn in the final lap, we have a lot 
to report since our last newsletter. Our fully staffed board 
continues to implement our initiatives and identify new ways 
to reach out to our alums with programs and activities. Some of 
these activities are purely social, designed to reconnect alums 
with the program and with each other, while others have a 
more specific fundraising component to them as we charge for 
events or solicit donations to support events. 

We began January with our annual Alumni and Family 
Track Meet, which this year attracted over 80 participants and 
spectators (for details see the meet write-up in this newsletter), 
and followed it in February with our Heps Weekend alumni 
activities.

This year, for the second time in three years, Harvard hosted 
the Indoor Heptagonal Championships the last weekend in 
February. Capitalizing on the excitement of the meet, the FoHT 

CHAIRMEN’S REPORT

at the highest level in its history, thanks in large part to our 
growing success regionally and nationally. This is something 
that our staff is excited to continue and we have you all to thank 
for making this happen. Your continued support means that we 
can consistently give our student-athletes great opportunities 
to develop into elite runners, jumpers, and throwers while also 
supporting a large number of walk-ons who are dedicated to 
working hard, improving, and helping their team. As the Ivy 
League gets more and more competitive, this is the level it will 
take to establish a reliable winning tradition at Harvard.

Thanks again for your excitement and support,

Go Harvard!

Jason Saretsky
The William W. “Bill” McCurdy
Director of Track and Field/Cross Country

invited our alumni and specifically our Harvard Track and 
Field Record Holders back for a weekend of alumni events, 
beginning with a networking evening at a local Cambridge 
bar, continuing with an alumnae brunch, and finally 
culminating in a Fundraising Gala at the Murr Center Hall 
of History at which we honored all past and present Record 
Holders in attendance. 

For the first time, the FoHT created a Dinner Fundraising 
Committee and charged it with reaching out to alumni find 
sponsors for the Heps weekend activities. We are pleased to 
report that the committee of Edward Baker ’01, Brian Davis 
’90 P’18, Graham Infinger ’10, Hollie Moore Haynes ’93, and 
Paul O’Leary ’85 was very successful at finding generous 
donors to help fund the alumni events. Special thanks go out 
to Paul Gompers ’86 and Jody Dushay ’89, P’18, P’15, P’14, 
Peter ’79 and Lisa Fitzsimmons, and Brian ’90 and Elizabeth 
Davis P’18 for helping sponsor the evening activities, and to 
the anonymous female donor who sponsored the alumnae 
brunch.

Over 100 alumni came back to Cambridge for Heps 
weekend and enjoyed both the social events and the 
outstanding competition at Heps. Using social media, our 
Class Agents from the 1980‘s were particularly successful 
in getting a large cohort of alumni to come back, reminding 
us again how important personal outreach is to generating 
excitement about the FOHT and our programs.

Over the course of the next month, the FoHT will host a 
gathering at a Houston bar, a NYC alumni reception at the 
Harvard Club of NYC, and a joint FoHT-Parents Group 
tailgate at the Harvard-Yale outdoor meet. Plans are underway 
for another West Coast gathering and for an alumni event in 
London while the team is abroad in June.

Our Parents Organization continues to be a great addition 
to the FoHT. With the opportunity this year to buy official 
Harvard Track gear through a fundraiser, parents are 
attending meets all over the country garbed in their Harvard 
gear and supporting the team everywhere from local meets to 
invitational meets to championship meets. 

Now as we enter the final turn and head for the 
straightaway, we want to remind you to please consider 
making a contribution this fiscal year to the FoHT. Don’t 
forget, you will receive class credit for any donation that you 
make to the FoHT and that your donation to the Friends has a 
very tangible impact on the experience of the current student-
athletes on the team. 

Don’t forget too that there are many opportunities to get 
involved with the FoHT, whether it is attending a Friends 
activity in Cambridge, participating or hosting a local event 
in your community, volunteering on one of the committees, 
or simply following the team’s results online. Please feel free 
to contact anyone on the Board for more information about 
activities or getting involved.

We thank you for your continued support of the Friends.

Joe Ciollo ’99 and Leslie Cooper Golemme ’86



Renny Little ‘55 writes: I always send a Christmas card to Jince McCurdy (Mrs. William W.), and this year it was returned. I left 
a message with her daughter Allison, and shortly thereafter I received a call from Jince! She told me that she sold the house on 
Littleton Road in Harvard, MA, and moved down south to Florida where she is quite happy and continues to paint. If you would 
like to get in touch with her, Jince’s email is ickyahaha@gmail.com. I’m sure she would love to hear from Bill’s former team 
members.

George Yeadon ‘75 is now Director of Workflow Assessment Services for Newfield IT-Americas, a Xerox company, located in 
Rochester, NY.

Bobby Kenney ‘10 writes: Last month, Laura Sienkievic and I celebrated our marriage by honeymooning in Ethiopia, where 
we embarked on a 400-mile bike trip in the highlands of one of the friendliest and most (literally) breathtaking countries we’ve 
ever experienced, and in Tanzania, where we were blown away by the wild animals of the Serengeti and the raw beauty of the 
topography in the Great Rift Valley. We loved the adventure, and now have a refreshed perspective on life and what’s possible. 
Highly recommend the safari experience to anyone who has the time and the “strange cycle traveler in a strange land” experience 
to anyone who has the guts!

Sammy Silva ’13 competing for New Mexico at the NCAA Indoor Championships held March 13–14 in Fayetteville, AR, ran 
4:35.44 in the mile to finish sixth, earning Silva All-American status.

Maksim Korolev ’14 qualified for the IAAF World Cross Country Championships in Guiyang, China, on March 28 by finishing 
sixth in the USATF Cross Country Championships in Boulder, CO, on February 7. Korolev continued his outstanding cross 
country season by winning the Pan American Cross Country Cup in Barranquilla, Colombia, on Sunday February 22, 2015. 
Korolev completed the 10km course in 28:31, winning by ten seconds. To hear an interview with Korolev following the US meet, 
click here. To read more about his Panamerican triumph, click here.

ALUMNI NEWS

On Saturday, January 10, the FoHT hosted the Annual 
Alumni and Family Track Meet at the Gordon Indoor Track. 
It’s the one day a year when the athletes are only 3 feet tall, 
the smallest competitors are allowed to run the 40 meters 
while holding a parent’s hand, and a whistle is used instead 
of the starter’s pistol.

This year, over 80 people 
participated in the meet either as 
competitors or spectators. Everywhere 
you looked, there was something 
going on—the throws, the long jump, 
and running events one after another 
on the track. From the littlest kids 
straining to finish the 40 meters to the 
oldest kids back for the 10th year in a 
row and hoping to finally beat their 
parents in the mile run, there was 
something for everyone. 

The 4x200 relay brought everyone 
to their feet to cheer on the teams, 
made up of kids and parents. After 
the last person crossed the finish line, 
ending the meet, the Friends hosted a luncheon and awards 
ceremony for the participants and families. Everyone had 
a chance to get a highly coveted Harvard Track and Field 
ribbon personalized with their names, places, and times.

One of the great things about this meet is the participation 
of the student-athletes as volunteers—it’s hard to say who 
enjoys it more, the kids or the student-athletes! The throwers 

Alumni and Family Track Meet 2015
and jumpers helped the kids 
develop their techniques in 
the cage and in the pits, and 
the runners helped the kids 
with their race strategies and 
tactics. A special thanks to 
the student-athletes who lent 
their support this year. 

Many thanks to the alumni 
who continue to make this 
meet possible; their help 
organizing the kids and the 
events and making sure that 
everybody is where they need to be makes the meet run 
smoothly for everyone. Put the second Saturday in January 
on your calendar for next year, and we will see you there!
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STUDENT-ATHLETE PROFILE: Will Geiken
Senior - Distance | Hometown: Los Gatos, CA | High School: Los Gatos

As a Californian, when I first started looking at 
colleges I focused almost exclusively on the West 
Coast. Upon receiving a form in the mail from 
Harvard Track and Field requesting athletic and 
academic information, I laughed. I knew Harvard 
only by reputation, and that reputation didn’t 
include distance running. It hadn’t even popped up 
on my radar as a school that I might want to run for. 
Fortunately, my dad told me to be open to anything, 
and I sent the return form. Six months later I flew 
out to visit the school and was sold. Not only was 
the team made up of fun people to be around, they 

were also highly talented, young runners. It was a program on the rise, and I wanted to be a 
part of it. Three years later, I had the privilege of helping the Cross Country team qualify for 
the NCAA Championship for the first time in 34 years, and I have no doubts that the next 
qualification will be in the very near future. Being on this team has been the defining aspect of 
my time at Harvard, and I wouldn’t have it any other way. I made friends that I will cherish for 
life, I’ve been able to compete at the highest levels of collegiate competition, and I have done 
it running for a school and team that I am immeasurably proud to represent. My thanks to 
everyone involved in supporting Harvard Cross Country and Track and Field.

STUDENT-ATHLETE PROFILE: Danielle Barbian
Senior - 100, 200, 4x100 | Hometown: Sussex, WI | High School: Hamilton

A mediocre sprinter from a small town in 
Wisconsin, I came into Harvard just feeling truly 
lucky to be a part of a Division I program. Freshman 
year I was awestruck by how much talent I was 
surrounded by and that feeling hasn’t faded. This 
team has surrounded me with the fastest, strongest 
,and most extraordinary people who have helped me 
learn and grow on and off the track. After years of 
practically dying alongside of each other (at least it 
felt like it at points), we have seen each other at our 
worst and have a bond that no one else will ever quite 

understand. These girls have taught me what hard work and determination truly mean, have 
pushed me to my limits, and have helped me realize things that I never thought possible. A 
prime example is the 200m at Heps a few weeks ago. I have always been more of a short sprinter. 
With little endurance and a lack of confidence, the 200 has always been a difficult race for me. 
Knowing this, the team lined the track before the 200m final. I had teammates there as I tied my 
shoes, as I set my blocks and every single step of the race. I have never felt so much like I was 
running for my teammates as they supported me in a race I didn’t even realize I had in me. The 
way that race and that meet came together for us as a team has been one of the cornerstones of 
my time with Harvard track and field as it epitomized what success can be achieved when we 
come together as a team. This moment is just one of many that have made my time with this 
program so special, and I cannot thank Harvard track and field enough for giving me such an 
incredible opportunity.



FUNDRAISING
In addition to Harvard’s success on the track, the program is on pace to break FY 2014’s fundraising record and reach this 

year’s goal of $350,000. Through the end of January, FoHT contributions in fiscal year 2015 are up nearly 40% over 2014. The 
program’s current level of record-breaking success is directly attributable to your generosity and would not be possible without 
the recruiting capabilities, high-quality coaching, and out-of-region competition opportunities enabled by the FoHT. Friends’ 
gifts are especially valuable as the team will travel to Oxford and Cambridge later this year to carry on the storied tradition of 
HYOC—a tradition funded by the Friends of Harvard Track.

The Friends of Harvard Track and Field supports solicitation for 
the Track Travel Fund in memory of Robert Rittenburg ’55, who died 
of leukemia in 2012. Captain his senior year, Bob was a four-time All-
Ivy and All-Heptagonal selection in the hurdles and long jump. A 
Bingham Award winner and Hall of Fame member, Bob chaired the 
Friends of Harvard Track and Field and was a prodigious fund raiser 
for the Friends and for Harvard.

Bob was unable to compete in two HYOC meets as an 
undergraduate due to lack of University funding. Contributions to 
the Friends of Harvard Track Travel Fund will provide a Harvard 
male and female hurdler with travel and living expenses to attend 
HYOC meets and fund a perpetual Rittenburg Hurdles Trophy for 
hurdle winners as determined by the coaches.

Bob’s classmates are being solicited and have contributed as 
part of their 60th Reunion gift.  Checks should be made out to the 
Friends of Harvard Track and Field and noted “in memory of Robert 
Rittenburg ’55.” Checks should be sent to the Friends of Harvard 
Track, at 65 North Harvard Street, Boston, MA 02163. Online gifts 
through GoCrimson may be made here. Select Varsity Sports and 
then Track and Field from the drop down menus. Note “in memory 
of Robert Rittenburg ’55” in the comment box. Class credit will be 
provided.

ROBERT RITTENBURG ’55 

https://secure.post.harvard.edu/olc/pub/HAA/onlinegiving/showGivingForm.jsp?form_id=153134


Molly Brady ‘08, Nick Sweeney ’91, Jack Brady, Adriana Angula, and Ajai Bararia - Friday Night Heps Event (FNH)

Andy Klemas ’85, Alasdair McLean-Forman ’06, and John Traugott’03  
FNH

Magda Robak '12, Brittan Smith '09, Christine Reed '12, Mary Hirst '13, 
Thea Lee '11, and Evan Favermann '09 - HEPS Gala

Hannah Mayer ’15, Jen Braga ’97, and Alexia Cruz ’94 - Alumnae 
Brunch

Katie Toner Scullion ’89 - Alumnae Brunch

Heps Gala Dinner - Lee Family Hall of History

Caitlin Hurley DeSanti ’97 & Alexandra Delaney ’96 - Alumni & Family Meet


