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A NOTE FROM OUR FRIENDS CHAIRS
On behalf of the Friends of Harvard Track (FoHT) Executive 
Committee, we welcome you all back for another exciting 
year of Harvard cross-country, track and field, and numerous 
alumni/ae events along the way! 

The season is off to a fantastic start, and all alumni/ae are 
invited to the meets to cheer on the Crimson (details are posted 
on www.gocrimson.com). In addition, on Friday, October 23, 
the FoHT will host its Fall Mini-Reunion at the Gordon Indoor 
Track for the Classes of 1970, 1975, and 1985. In May 2016, 
the FoHT will host its Spring Mini-Reunion for the spring 
reunion classes. These mini-reunions have been increasingly 
well attended over the past several years and offer a unique 
opportunity for alumni/ae to see former teammates while 
also making new connections with other generations of past 
student-athletes and to hear from the coaching staff about 
what’s new with the program.

Although the 2015–16 season does not include a major alumni 
reunion event like the ones that have been held in recent years, 
the FoHT event calendar will still include such popular events 
as the Alumni and Family Meet in January and a social event 
in New York City around HYP on January 29, 2015. As always, 
we invite all interested FoHT alumni/ae to organize social 
events in other locales around the country. Whether you are 
seeking to plan an event that is tied to the team’s competitive 
schedule, or you are simply looking to rally the track and cross-
country alumni/ae in your area, the FoHT Executive Committee 
will provide logistical support to help make it happen. Please 
contact us if you would like to discuss a potential event!

Speaking of major FoHT events, another one will be on the 

calendar in just over a year. Next fall, we will celebrate the 
40th anniversary of the women’s program. Planning is already 
underway for this exciting milestone, and we expect to offer a 
multifaceted program for everyone to enjoy. If any alumni/ae 
would like to contribute to this event or assist in its organization, 
please let us know!

Be sure to follow important news about FoHT events and 
initiatives throughout the year on the Harvard Track and Field 
Facebook page and through periodic FoHT e-mails! For those 
alumni/ae who have already donated to the FoHT during this 
fiscal year, please accept our sincere thanks and appreciation! For 
those who have not yet donated, please consider contributing 
to the success of Harvard track and cross-country!

We thank you for your continued generosity and support of 
the Friends!

Joe Ciollo ’99 and Leslie Cooper Golemme ’86

Co-Chairs, Friends of Harvard Track

It is with great sadness that we report the 
passing of Arthur Elliot (Pete) Reider ’58 
—former board member of the Friends,
record holder in the mile (4:11) and
2 mile (9:21.8), Harvard Athletics Hall
of Fame member, and First Team All-Ivy
League selection for both the 1957 and
1958 cross country seasons. See more
 here.

IN MEMORIAM

http://www.gocrimson.com/landing/index
https://www.facebook.com/Harvard-Track-and-Field-170596022968459/timeline/
https://www.facebook.com/Harvard-Track-and-Field-170596022968459/timeline/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sfgate/obituary.aspx?pid=175519745#sthash.fFwagK5X.dpuf


A NOTE FROM COACH SARETSKY
Dear Friends of Harvard Track & Field,

After an excellent summer of training, Crimson cross country is 
off to a strong start with the women’s team winning the HYP 
championship for the first time since 1995, led by a second-
place performance from Courtney Smith ’18, followed by 
Captain Paige Kouba ’16 in third.  On the men’s side, Co-Captain 
Tom Purnell ’16 won the men’s event, and Ben Huffman ’18 
placed seventh.

We have a great deal of returning talent joined by strong 
newcomers on both teams. On the women’s side, it was exciting 
to see first-year Kathryn Gillespie ’19 earn a sixth place finish 
in her debut, and sophomore Elianna Shwayder ’18 was close 
behind in eleventh. The women’s team is poised to compete 
for another Heps title and are strong contenders for a return 
trip to Nationals.

Purnell out kicked Princeton’s William Bertrand in the last 
100 meters, and with continued improvement and his ability 
to finish strong, Purnell looks like a good contender to earn a 
repeat trip to the NCAA championships.

I’d like to thank the Friends for the outpouring of support the 
program has received.  As last month’s annual report showed, 
our fundraising and alumni outreach efforts are stronger than 
ever. We’ve enjoyed having so much support from our alumni 
community, whether it’s cheering on the team in person, 
following our success on social media, or making a donation to 
help fund things such as out-of-region travel and equipment. 
The team is fortunate to have such an active and supportive 
group of alumni and parents, and I want to extend my gratitude 
for all that the Friends of Harvard Track and Field does to 
support the team.

The Crimson just competed in the Battle of Beantown on 
Friday, September 25 at Franklin Park, where the men took 
sixth and the women placed seventh. The complete schedule 
for the remainder of the season may be found on page four.  
Of particular note, the Heps Championships makes a return 

to Van Cortlandt Park on Friday, October 30, at the request 
of the Ivy Athletic Directors who felt a significant number of 
alumni would come out to watch Heps if it were back at VCP.  
For those in Boston, the NCAA Regionals will be at Franklin 
Park on Friday, November 13, where Harvard will be looking 
to send qualifiers to the National Championships We hope to 
see you there!

Go Crimson!

Jason Saretsky

The William W. “Bill” McCurdy Director of Track & Field/Cross 
Country

IMPORTANT LINKS
Team Academic Honors

Two Senior Track athletes elected Phi Beta Kappa

New Coach Ridgway

Ben Glauser ’15 - Senior Perspective

Danielle Barbian ’15 - Senior Perspective 

Will Geiken ’15 - Senior Perspective

Ben Glauser and Ashley Collinsworth ’15 share their experiences 
at Harvard.

Tyler Spear ’18 - Around the Yard

When Foes Became Friends - The Crimson History of HYOC

HYOC Harvard Blog 

HYOC Yale Blog 

Pan American Games

Laine ’06 Triple jump 6th

Pan American Junior  Games - Erin Dietz ’19

Renfer ’15, Gillespie ’19 Compete at European Championships

http://www.gocrimson.com/sports/track/2014-15/releases/20150720m4so7x
http://www.gocrimson.com/sports/sailing/2014-15/releases/2015_PBK_Inductions
http://www.gocrimson.com/sports/track/2014-15/releases/201507249xjvtv
http://www.gocrimson.com/Written_Senior_Perspectives/2015/Benjamin_Glauser
http://www.gocrimson.com/Written_Senior_Perspectives/2015/Danielle_Barbian
http://www.gocrimson.com/Written_Senior_Perspectives/2015/Will_Geiken
http://www.gocrimson.com/sports/track/2014-15/videos/20150709-vyjvnvax
http://www.gocrimson.com/sports/track/2014-15/videos/20150709-vyjvnvax
http://gocrimson.com/Around_The_Yard/2015-16/Blog_Entries/20150910
http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2015/5/15/sportiny-biannual-transatlantic-track-competition/?utm_source=Email+Newsletter&utm_campaign=5be95a1109-Daily_Newsletter_2015_05_155_15_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_160d75b318-5be95a1109-17503533
http://www.gocrimson.com/sports/track/2014-15/releases/2015061989dun2
http://www.yalebulldogs.com/information/events/2015_track_and_field_trip
http://www.gocrimson.com/sports/track/2014-15/releases/20150713mz4qxg
http://results.toronto2015.org/IRS/en/athletics/results-men-s-triple-jump-1-01.htm
http://www.gocrimson.com/sports/track/2014-15/releases/20150724n5g22z
http://www.gocrimson.com/sports/track/2014-15/releases/20150725w8aoyo


TOM PURNELL ’16 Hometown: Stroud, Gloucestershire, U.K. | High School: Wycliffe College/Marling Grammar School

I started running when I was only 8 years old, representing my elementary school at the Gloucestershire county championships. After 
doing better than expected, I decided to join the local running club, Stroud A.C. Soon after, I found myself winning races and being 
competitive on a national level and realized that distance running was the sport I was best at. Despite this, my love of sports in general 
led me to also take part in rugby, football, and tennis throughout my high school years. Only after a broken ankle and a concussion did 
I realise that I had to focus solely on running if I wanted to maximize my potential. 

Harvard’s track and field programme offers facilities and coaching that academically comparable British universities could not replicate, 
and thus I made the decision to complete my undergraduate degree in America. Now a senior, representing Harvard in cross-country 
and track for the past 3 years has taught me a huge amount about myself and what it takes to be a successful student-athlete. As with 
any sportsman, my progress has not been completely plain sailing, but the tough times have only made me hungrier for success. Being 
elected captain for both cross-country and track has given me extra motivation to achieve my goals, as my performances and attitude 
must set an example for everyone else to follow.  

Outside of the track, I concentrate in economics and, when not sleeping, you’ll find me watching Netflix or annoying my roommates 
whilst playing loud music. 

PAIGE KOUBA ’16 Hometown: Eugene, Oregon | High School: South Eugene High School

As a senior on the Harvard Cross Country and Track team, I often think back on my recruiting visit in the spring of 2012 and recall the 
moment I knew I would join the program. I remember sitting in the track lounge, watching the team stretch and prepare for practice, 
and thinking, “This feels right.” A lot has changed since then—I am a much better athlete and person thanks to the time I’ve spent with 
the team—but my feeling of belonging has only grown. 

Competing for Harvard has taken me all over the country and the world, from Louisville to London, and I’ve cherished every moment 
of the experience. Among all the amazing places I’ve traveled with my teammates, my favorite spot in the world is still our own indoor 
track, where we meet for practice every day. It’s just in view of the track lounge where I sat nearly four years ago and envisioned myself 
striving and thriving as a member of the Harvard team. I am constantly awed by how much I’ve learned since then, about leadership, 
about excellence in athletics, and about myself. It’s hard to imagine that this will be my last year wearing the Harvard H in competition, 
but I could not have asked for a more fulfilling and enriching experience, and I will always carry these lessons and memories with me. 

STUDENT-ATHLETE PROFILES



Oct 16, 2015  Wisconsin Adidas Invite at Madison, Wis.      11 a.m. (M), 11:45 a.m. (W)     
Oct 16, 2015  Rothenberg Invite at Providence, R.I.       3 p.m. (M), 3:40 p.m. (W)     
Oct 30, 2015  Ivy League Heptagonal Championships at Van Cortland Park  11 a.m.     
Nov 13, 2015  NCAA Regionals at Franklin Park       TBA     
Nov 21, 2015  IC4A Championships at Van Cortland Park      TBA     
Nov 21, 2015  NCAA Championships at Louisville, Ky.      TBA

2015 SCHEDULE

STAY CONNECTED, FOLLOW THE TEAM!

All times are EST

Leslie Cooper Golemme ‘86 | Friends Co-Chair
lesliegolemme@gmail.com

Joe Ciollo ’99 | Friends Co-Chair
joeciollo@hotmail.com

Bill Blair ’78 | News Editor
FOHTnewsletter@gmail.com

Jason Saretsky | The William W. “Bill” McCurdy Director of Track and Field/Cross Country
Jason_saretsky@harvard.edu

Kristan Strout | Friends Group Liaison
strout@fas.harvard.edu
617.495.3757

STAY CONNECTED
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