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A NOTE FROM OUR FRIENDS CHAIRS
Greetings from the Friends of Harvard Track (FoHT)!

As the fall cross-country season comes to a successful close, 
the fall track program is ramping up for the start of the indoor 
season in December. Following on the heels of the team, the 
FoHT is winding up its fall slate of activities and getting ready 
for a winter full of fundraising and friend-raising events.

This fall the FoHT parents’ organization, led by Brian Davis ’90, 
was everywhere the team was, supporting them by setting up 
parents’ tables at the cross-country meets from Franklin Park 
to Van Cortlandt Park and beyond, where parents could gather, 
meet, and support the student-athletes and each other. As one 
P’19 put it, “After so many years of watching my son compete 
and wondering what it was going to be like with him off at 
college, it was great to come to a cross-country meet and feel 
right at home with the other Harvard parents.” Indoor track 
should be much the same, with parents’ tables and seating 
areas set up at the meets to friend-raise among the parents.

In late October, the FoHT hosted a mini-reunion at the Gordon 
Indoor Track, welcoming back the 30th, 40th, and 45th reunion 
classes and giving the alumni a chance not only to reconnect 
with each other, but also to see the team practice and to 
meet some of the student-athletes. Giving distance runners, 
sprinters, throwers, and multis an opportunity to connect across 
the years with the alumni and share their Harvard experiences 
is one of the great benefits of the FoHT.

On the alumni friend-raising side, the FoHT has been busy this 
fall on a number of fronts, working on alumni outreach and 
planning for a number of events. First up on January 9 is the 

Annual Alumni and Family Track Meet at the Gordon Indoor 
Track, where competitors of all ages and abilities are welcome 
to join us for a fun day of races. The next FoHT event will be held 
in conjunction with the Battle for Beantown Meet on January 
16, when the FoHT will host two events, a donor recognition 
event and a recent alumni event. The FoHT is also planning an 
alumni social and fundraiser in New York City this winter.  More 
details to follow. There are plenty of opportunities to come out 
and see a meet this winter and enjoy a Friends event as well.

With so many FoHT activities going on through the fall and 
winter and into the spring, it’s important to remember how 
important our donors are to our success as an organization. 
Your generous support enables the team to have access to 
many additional opportunities to train and to have the same 
high-level experience that we had as athletes and that the 
program has consistently delivered.

Don’t forget that there are many opportunities to get involved 
with the FoHT whether it is attending a Friends activity in 
Cambridge, participating or hosting a local event in your 
community, volunteering on one of the committees, or simply 
following the team’s results online. Please feel free to contact 
anyone on the Board for more information about activities or 
getting involved.

We thank you for your continued support of the Friends.

Joe Ciollo ’99 and Leslie Cooper Golemme ’86



A NOTE FROM COACH SARETSKY

Winter is coming and the Harvard Indoor Track team is 
preparing to defend our Women’s Indoor Heps title while 
competing for a historic fourth consecutive indoor crown. 
Before we move on, however, we need to close the books on 
the 2015 cross country season. 

Sophomore Courtney Smith had a breakout season for the 
Crimson, leading the team in all six races. Along the way, she 
captured third at the Ivy League Championships, Harvard’s 
highest individual women’s finish since 1989. At the NCAA 
Northeast Regional Championships, she placed fifth, earning 
first-team All-Region honors and an individual berth to the 
NCAA Championships. At the national meet in Louisville, she 
finished 60th. 

The women’s season was bookended with strong results at 
Franklin Park. Most recently, the women placed sixth at the 
NCAA Northeast Regional. In September’s season opener, 
the women captured the team title at the annual HYP meet, 
Harvard’s first victory over Princeton since 1985.

The Harvard men’s team captured an individual victory at HYP, 
when senior co-captain Tom Purnell was the first to break the 
tape. Purnell suffered an Achilles injury that kept him out of the 
NCAA Regional meet, but his teammates rallied around their 
fallen captain and ran valiantly to place 8th, despite missing 
their leader. Senior co-captain Chris Allen was consistent all 
year, leading the team at the Northeast Regional and again 
the following week at the IC4A Championships. There, Allen 
placed second overall, leading the team to a third-place finish.

The future looks bright for the Crimson, as freshman Austin 
Gilbert showed signs of becoming a top-level Ivy League 
runner. In addition, sophomore Ben Huffman established 
himself as a consistent leader for the years ahead. 

As we turn our attention to the indoor season, we look forward 
to a robust schedule that includes trips to Kentucky and New 
Mexico, as well as Ithaca for the Ivy League Championships, 

hosted by Cornell. The men’s team welcomes the likes of 
middle distance runners Myles Marshall and Joe Luongo and 
pole vaulters Ian West and Taylor Gill—all freshmen who have 
the ability to make an immediate impact at the Ivy League and 
national level. 

On the women’s side, superstar sprinter Gabby Thomas and 
middle distance runner Kat Gillespie both have the potential 
to be the best freshmen in the Ivy League. Adding them to a 
team that already has All-Americans Nikki Okweloju ’17 and 
Jade Miller ’17, and Ivy League stars Autumn Franklin ’16 and 
Courtney Smith ’18, the women’s team appears as formidable 
as ever.

Harvard will host two indoor competitions: the Battle in 
Beantown on January 16 and the Crimson Elite Meet on 
February 5. We would love to see you there as well as the 
annual HYP meet, which will take place on Staten Island on 
January 29. 

Lastly, please join me in congratulating 2015 Harvard 
graduates Molly Renfer and Whitney Thornburg, who both 
won a national cross country championship last weekend 
while competing for New Mexico. Renfer earned All-
American honors for her 23rd-place finish, contributing as 
New Mexico’s fifth scorer to the historic team low-score of 
49 points. Thornburg capped off a great season as the Lobos’ 
seventh runner at NCAAs, breaking 21:00 on the 6k course. 

We hope you all have a happy and safe holiday season!

Go Crimson!

Jason Saretsky
The William W. “Bill” McCurdy Director of Track and Field/Cross 
Country

STAY CONNECTED, FOLLOW THE TEAM!

https://www.facebook.com/Harvard-Track-and-Field-170596022968459/timeline/
http://gocrimson.com/sports/xc/index
https://twitter.com/HarvardTrack_XC
https://instagram.com/harvardtrack_xc/


AUTUMNE FRANKLIN ’16  Hometown: Owings Mills, MD | High School: McDonogh School
Event: 100m hurdles, 400m hurdles, 4x100m, 4x400m 

Like most, my path to Harvard was grueling and difficult, however, for reasons one might not expect. Why was I resistant to come here? 
Because I had no idea that the Harvard Track and Field program had the potential to get me to the 2016 Olympic trials. I only had the 
word of my would-be coach to assure me that Harvard would be a championship program. I took a leap of faith, trusting my family 
and my new coach. I knew I had made the right choice, but I didn’t fall in love until I found my team. These ladies are not only my best 
friends, they are my biggest motivators; I spend the most time with and have the deepest love for my teammates. Through the rough 
transition freshman year, and through all of my ups and downs I have my teammates to fall back on. What has made my student-athlete 
experience phenomenal is not only my teammates but also my coach. Coach Tolbert has been an incredible coach, helping me to Ivy 
League and national titles and team championships, but he has become an even better companion. He came to Harvard with the goal 
to start a legacy of greatness. He made a promise to me 4 years ago and has gone above and beyond to make me great and to make 
this team great—as athletes and as people. Five Ivy League Championships later I’ve grown immensely through the relationships I have 
developed with my legendary team and persistent coach. I have memories and friends that will last a lifetime because of Harvard Track 
& Field.

JAMES LIM ’16 Hometown: Los Angeles, CA | High School: Phillips Academy
Event: 100, 200, 4X100

The past four years with Harvard Track and Field have been an unforgettable gift—one that allowed me to compete in a sport that I 
love at the highest non-professional level. A gift that entailed training alongside my teammates and brothers to expand our physical 
limits, in the spirit of “citius, altius, forties.” A gift that came with a crimson “H” that I have worn proudly every time I stepped onto the 
track. A gift that was bestowed upon me a week into freshman fall, the moment I received an e-mail from Coach Mangiacotti with my 
acceptance onto the team as a walk-on sprinter.

Walking on to this team was a conscious decision to sacrifice up to 20 hours a week to complete grueling workouts and travel entire 
weekends—at an institution bounding with possibilities like Harvard, the opportunity cost has been staggering. And yet, I truly believe 
that this has been one of the greatest decisions I have ever made. The truth is, what I have learned across the Charles on Gordon and 
McCurdy is far more profound than the economic theories or mathematical intricacies that I have learned in the classroom. Harvard 
Track and Field has taught me the unique camaraderie forged when teammates align to a common goal larger than the individual; the 
perseverance it takes to return from injury stronger than before; the patience to put in hard, honest work for that narrow window of 
opportunity to prove oneself, as is the nature of our sport. These are the values, experiences, and life lessons that reaffirm the role of 
athletics as “the other classroom.”

It is an incredible honor to cap off my time at Harvard by serving the team that has given me so much as a co-captain. This eighth and 
likely the very last year of my track/field career, I could not be more excited to see how far this team can go down the path that we 
have paved together.

STUDENT-ATHLETE PROFILES



Captains
Madeleine Ankhelyi ’17, Women

Brandon Price ’17, Men

Awards
The Jerry Kanter Improvement Award (Women’s Cross Country) Emma Payne ’16

Awarded annually to that individual selected by the coaches as having shown the most improvement, not only during the season, but over one or more 
seasons, if applicable. This award was established in 1981 by Jerry Kanter, former Chairman of the Friends of Harvard Track.

The Kate Wiley Most Outstanding Performer Award (Women’s Cross Country) Courtney Smith ’18

Awarded annually to that individual(s), selected by the coaches as having been the most outstanding for that particular season.

The Jaako Mikkola Award (Men’s Cross Country) Chris Allen ’16

Established by Paul R. Judy ’53 in honor of Jaako Mikkola, Harvard Coach in Cross Country and Track and Field from 1921 to 1952. Awarded to that 
member of the Harvard Cross Country Team who has, through continued and conscientious effort for team success, shown noteworthy improvement in 
physical performances.

The J.D. “Don” French Award Tom Purnell ’16

Donated by Mr. Joseph Clifford French | Presented 1963

This sculpture is given in the name of J.D. “Don” French ’56. He was active in University affairs, Captain of the 1955 Harvard Cross Country team, was 
an inspirational leader and competitor possessed of unusual enthusiasm, and strongly believed in the value of cross country and athletics at Harvard. He 
met an untimely death in a plane accident in the year 1961. The award was first established by friends and teammates and later endowed by his father 
and mother. Awarded to the member of the Harvard University Cross Country team who best combines the qualities of team inspiration, enthusiasm, 
improvement and ardent belief in the values of sport and athletics at Harvard.

CROSS COUNTRY CAPTAINS & AWARD WINNERS



Alexander “Zab” Warren ’57 writes: I was originally in 
the class of 1957 but took a tour in the US Navy before 
completing my last two years at Harvard. I studied German 
at a Goethe Institute in Arolsen, Hessen, before going to 
Philipps Universität in Marburg an der Lahn, Hessen. I took 
my first job at Williston Academy in East Hampton, MA, 
teaching German and Mathematics. After two years, John 
Kemper offered me a job in the Mathematics Department 
at Phillips Academy, Andover, where I stayed for 30 years. I 
earned a master’s degree in 1967 from Wesleyan U. (Conn) 
in mathematics and a CAS from the Harvard Extension 
School in Computer Science in 1990. After several years of 
retirement, I started teaching elementary and middle school 
children in Salisbury, MA. Ten years of teaching these young 
children convinced me that they could learn a lot more 
than our public school programs were prepared to offer. I 
have held several teacher workshops and found that many 
elementary teachers are very poorly prepared to teach 
mathematics. Reports from my earliest elementary school 
students indicate that they are doing well now as seniors 
in colleges such as UMass Amherst. I have published two 
books for teachers and pre-high school students: You Can 
Count on It: A Mentor’s Arithmetic Patterns for Elementary 
Students and Descartes to Newton: A Mentor’s Pre-High 
School Calculus Program, both available at amazon.com. In 
addition, I worked as an Advanced Placement consultant for 
the College Board in AP Calculus and AP Computer Science 
for 12 years.

I really enjoy the excitement that young children show for 
mathematics based on play, inquiry, and discussion. 

P.S. As a sophomore, after coming in 5th in the quarter mile, 
I scored 4/3 of a point in the high jump (spring 1955) against 
Yale, so we won 70 1/3 to 69 2/3.

ALUMNI/AE NEWS
Edward (Ted) Bailey ’62 writes: I recently sold my condo 
in Kenosha, WI, and moved to Ojai, CA. I’m splitting time 
between Pasadena and Ojai. 

Antonio (Tony) Rossmann ’63 writes: I was a rower and 
sculler in college, but after moving to California in 1971 I took 
up long distance running and quickly realized that among all 
humanity, there’s no better bunch to hang around with than 
runners. (In this respect Bill Barrett ’64 and I switched sports, 
as I trained him as a sculler and he returned the favor in 
running.) Forty years ago I ran my first race (San Francisco 
Bay to Breakers) and thirty years ago the first of 11 Western 
States 100s. I’ve remained on the Western States board of 
trustees since then, including five years as president, and 
welcome all Crimson alumni to join us the last weekend of 
June in Squaw Valley to experience ultramarathon running’s 
premiere event. It’s a lot tougher to obtain an entry than in 
1985, but we’ll make up for that with a guided tour of the 
run as it crosses the Sierra Nevada.

John Dugan, Jr. ’70 shared the photo below showing the 
class of 1970 seniors at Franklin Park in 1969, flanking 
Coach McCurdy. From left to right: Royce Shaw, Keith 
Colburn, Coach Bill McCurdy, Eric Roth, John Heyburn, and 
John Dugan Jr. According to Roth, “The beards grew from 
our three weeks at Grotonwood Cross Country camp when 
nobody bothered to shave. Once camp ended, school started 

and the season progressed, what began as simple neglect 
morphed into a grizzly in-your-face attitude. Somehow, we 
decided to remain scruffy until beaten.” The team’s undated 
record meant they avoided the razor’s edge. The men’s cross 
country team went undefeated, 29-0 from 1967–1969. The 
second photo shows the full cross country team in fall 1968.

Bob Houghteling ’72-’73 writes: I ran the 100 and 200 
(yards, mind you) for Pappy Hunt and Bill McCurdy. My 
greatest athletic achievement was anchoring a great 4x100 
relay team that included folks from NYC, Boise, and Los 
Angeles. We held the freshman record for a few years!

In 1974 I moved to Oakland, CA, began teaching high school 
in 1977, and got married to college sweetheart Elizabeth 
Fishel in 1978. I was blessed to have two athletic sons (no 
track, but lots of other sports); they ended up playing JV 
basketball together at the big H and loving it.

I taught high school, middle school, and spent 15 years in 
4th and 5th grade. In 2002 I founded and now direct the 
Bay Area Teacher Training Institute, an elementary school 
credentialing program. We place assistant teachers in full-
time paid residencies at independent and public schools and 
give them evening pedagogical classes to earn their California 
teaching credential. Learning by doing is our motto! 



ALUMNI/AE NEWS CONTINUED...

I think fondly of afternoon workouts at the old Soldiers Field 
track, not so fondly of frozen warmup runs along the river in 
February. My best wishes to runners, jumpers, and throwers 
new and old.

David Silver ’86 writes: I got to snowboard down a sand 
dune in the Sahara Desert recently, a somewhat silly item 
on my wish list, but it was fun. I also really enjoyed meeting 
record board legend Jean-Marc Chapus ’81, MBA ’86 for 
the first time in LA last year. Warm wishes to all my track 
teammates!

Tim Sellers ’80, Sola Mahoney ’80, Bruce Brooks ’80, Hasan 
Kayali ’78, and Bill Blair ’78 gathered together in Naples, 
FL, to celebrate the wedding of Hasan’s son Murat to Kat 
Schleckser, both of whom ran for Yale.

Evan Favermann ’09 writes: 2015 has been a big year! At the 
beginning of the summer I had the honor of being a bridesmaid 
in the wedding of my close friend and teammate, Shannon 
(Flahive) Marshak ’09, along with Brittan (Smith) Berry ’09. It 
was a wonderful event filled with love and friendship. It was 
great to see so many T&F alums in attendance.

The summer culminated with a surprise engagement to my 
own longtime boyfriend, Michael Eisert. We could not be 
happier! This past September, we purchased our first home in 

Somerville, Massachusetts, where we live with our adorable 
new puppy, Ben. Talk about big life events! 

I work over in Kendall Square for a startup called Nara Logics 
(www.naralogics.com). We are up to some pretty exciting 
things in the Artificial Intelligence space. Plenty to look 
forward to in 2016, but 2015 will be tough to beat!

Graham Infinger ’10 and Hilary (May) Infinger ’11 (below) 
were married August 8 in Newport Beach, CA. T&F alumna 
Meghan Cleary ’11 served as a bridesmaid, and teammates 
Nichole (Cochran) O’Loughlin ’12, Thea Lee ’11, Jamie (Olson) 
Waters ’11, Eliza Ives ’11, Meg Looney ’12, Cara Sprague 
’11, and Catie Ressijac ’12 were in attendance.

Congratulations to Nicole Sliva ’12 and Nick Farnsworth 
’12, who were married on October 11, 2015 in Saratoga, CA.

Laura (Maludzinski) Schwertfeger ’06 and husband 
Stefan welcomed their first child into the world. Kip Henry 
Schwertfeger was born on Saturday, November 7, 2015, 
at 4:30 p.m. So far, his lung capacity suggests strong mid-
distance running potential!



Dec 5, 2015   at Boston University          All Day     
Jan 8, 2016   at Cornell            All Day     
Jan 15, 2016   Harvard Multi-Meet          All Day     
Jan 16, 2016   Beantown Challenge          All Day     
Jan 22, 2016   Joe Donahue Games  at Reggie Lewis Center- Roxbury, Mass.  All Day     
Jan 22-23, 2016  Rod McCravy Memorial at Lexington, Ky.       All Day     
Jan 29, 2016   HYP  at Princeton (Staten Island)       All Day     
Feb 5, 2016   Crimson Elite           All Day    
Feb 6, 2016   Scarlet and White Invitational at Boston University    All Day     
Feb 12-13, 2016  Iowa State Classic at Iowa State       All Day     
Feb 13, 2016   Valentine Invitational at Boston University      All Day     
Feb 27-28, 2016  Ivy League Heptagonal Championships * at Cornell    All Day     
Mar 5-6, 2016   IC4A/ECAC Championships at Boston University    All Day     
Mar 11-12, 2016  NCAA Indoor Championships at Alabama-Birmingham    All Day    

2015-16 SCHEDULE

Leslie Cooper Golemme ’86 | Friends Co-Chair
lesliegolemme@gmail.com

Joe Ciollo ’99 | Friends Co-Chair
joeciollo@hotmail.com

Bill Blair ’78 | News Editor
FOHTnewsletter@gmail.com

Jason Saretsky | The William W. “Bill” McCurdy Director of Track and Field/Cross Country
Jason_saretsky@harvard.edu

Kristan Strout | Friends Group Liaison
strout@fas.harvard.edu
617.495.3757

STAY CONNECTED
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