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City of Wasilla - Wasilla Public Library  February, 2015 
The Wasilla Public Library is commissioning art for the new public library.   This call is 
open for Alaska artists only.  We invite you to create artwork for our “Library in the 
Woods,” which is envisioned as a community gathering space with great accessibility that 
is flexible and forward thinking. It will have diverse spaces to celebrate all learning styles, 
an Alaskan feel, and a sustainable design. 

The City of Wasilla is building a new library at the corner of Swanson Avenue and Crusey 
Street.  It will be adjacent to Wasilla Middle School and accessible by vehicle and pedestrians.  
The project includes a trail link between the library and middle school, which is a Title I school 
and has the most culturally diverse population in the Mat-Su. The proximity of the library 
building to Wasilla Middle School, as well as coordination with the school’s principal, will create 
a synergy between the facilities that will help promote literacy for both children and their 
parents. Construction will begin in spring, 2015 and is anticipated to be completed in mid-
summer 2016. 

Artwork acquired should be appropriate in scale, media and context within the intended 
display location and be relevant to the cultural, historical, socio-political and environmental 
context of the greater Wasilla area. All artwork should also be in line with the mission of 
the Wasilla Public Library.  

ABOUT THE NEW BUILDING: 

The new library will be about 3 times the size of the current library - 24,451 square feet, all on 
one level. The new library building will be a welcoming civic space to facilitate literacy and 
community engagement, with an ease of navigation and intuitive wayfinding for patrons of all 
ages and abilities. It will be a contemporary facility with a nod towards the rustic and 
connectivity to nature; this project has come to be referred to as, “the library in the woods.” This 
new building will be an edifice for the future, with the flexibility to accommodate shifting user 
expectations, and it will house quiet, collaborative and active spaces to celebrate all learning 
styles. The building will be affordable to manage, maintain and operate with consideration given 
to durable materials and energy efficiency and universal design will be employed. Universal 
design takes accessibility to the “next level.” It accommodates a wide range of individual 
preferences and abilities; its use is easily understood by the design communicating necessary 
information effectively to the user, regardless of ambient conditions or the user’s sensory 
abilities. At the same time, universal design minimizes hazards and the adverse consequences 
of accidental or unintended actions. Another tenet is that universal design can be used 
efficiently and comfortably with minimum fatigue, and appropriate size and space is provided for 
approach, reach, manipulation, and use regardless of user’s body size, posture or mobility. 

Expected completion date: Summer, 2016. 

The total project cost is estimated to be $15 million. In October 2013, City of Wasilla voters 
passed a 1 cent sales tax increase, beginning January 1, 2014, through December 31, 2016, 
until $15,000,000 is available through a combination of sales tax collections and library funding 
from other organizations and sources, including the State of Alaska whichever is earlier, to 
construct and equip the new Wasilla Public Library building. To date, over $6 million has been 
collected from this 1 cent sales tax increase.  Additionally, the four-acre site for the new library 
building is an in-kind contribution from the City of Wasilla. This land was secured through a 
transfer process from the Matanuska-Susitna Borough. This project has received $1,875,000 
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from the State of Alaska; a $500,000 outright grant and a $250,000 Challenge Grant from the 
Rasmuson Foundation; an in-kind donation of approximately $55,000 from the Foraker Group 
Pre-Development Program and $50,000 from the Friends of the Wasilla Public Library. 

The mission of the Wasilla Public Library 
Set in the beautiful Matanuska-Susitna Valley, Wasilla Public Library is open to residents and 
visitors alike. The library contributes to building a sense of community and provides 
opportunities for improving quality of life by providing access to a broad range of resources 
designed to meet the educational, professional, intellectual, cultural and recreational needs of 
the area's diverse, rapidly growing population. More information at: 
http://www.cityofwasilla.com/library 

Through The Foraker Group’s Pre-Development process, a “Signature Exercise” was 
undertaken with the Library Building Committee. The themes discovered are represented in this 
“wordle” (the larger the word, the greater number of times it was mentioned in the exercise): 

 

 

 

Possible signature statements that the exercise translated into were, “Wasilla Library: 
Community Beacon;” “Wasilla Library: Center of the Community – Gateway to Knowledge.” 
More recently, Wasilla has started to become known as the “Heart of the Valley,” and the 
library’s signature piece above the fireplace provides an opportunity to show that the library is 
the heart(h) of Wasilla.  

ABOUT THE CALL FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
This RFQ is open to all professional visual artists residing in Alaska.   

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: TO BE RECEIVED AT ADDRESS BELOW NO 
LATER THAN 4 PM MONDAY, MARCH 16, 2015 

http://www.cityofwasilla.com/library
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Submitted applications will be judged on a competitive basis from which up to three 
finalists may be selected for each competitive site.  Finalists invited to propose will be 
asked to develop design proposals and will be paid up to $500 for such proposal. 

The architect is ECI/Hyer, Inc.  Architectural renderings are available at: 
http://www.cityofwasilla.com/departments/library/about-the-library 

PLEASE NOTE: Underlined words in site descriptions below correspond to title of 
thumbnail in architect renderings on above referenced website. 

Site #1: Fireplace.  Signature location for library.   Wall Size: 8.6’ W x 20.6’ H, with window on 
left side, cement panels on right side.  Upholstered benches placed on either side, with adjacent 
gathering space. Commission: $20,000 

Site #2: Back wall of Teen Area.  Wall Size: 11’ W x 15’ H from ceiling to top of computer table. 
Windows on right side of wall, so lots of natural daylight. Artwork must be durable. Computer 
table at base of the wall.   

Type of commission:  This piece to be created through a residency with the students of Wasilla 
Middle School.  Artists who submit for this site must have experience with public school 
residencies.  Artists who have completed the ASCA teaching artist academy preferred. 
Commission includes minimum 2 week residency designed by the artist in agreement with 
Wasilla Middle School through completion of artwork: $12,500. 

Site #3:  Children’s Area.  Location: Storytime,Craft Area:  Wall Size: 12’ W x 8’ high. The 
height is from the top of computer desks to the ceiling. Artists responding to this call should 
have experience creating artwork appropriate for children. $8,500 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS: 

1. A cover letter that  includes the following: 
a) Experience with similar projects;   
b) list of current projects; 
c) Three references for past successful projects: 
d) Indication of which site(s) you are applying (1-2 or 3);  

2. Five high quality sample images on CD  (jpg file) or website address demonstrating 
recent work. If sending only website link, the website MUST contain at least three high 
quality digital images representative of your work; 

3. Current resume; 
4. Rough estimate of idea for the project or in case of residency, brief outline of residency. 

PACKAGE SUBMISSION INFORMATION:  TO BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN 4 PM ON 
MONDAY, MARCH 16, 2015, submit a single set of the above required documents in a sealed 
envelope to: 

Wasilla Public Works Department  
290 East Herning Avenue,  
Wasilla, Alaska 99654 
Questions? Please submit questions via email to Charlotte Fox, public art consultant for this 
project, at cafox@gci.net 

http://www.cityofwasilla.com/departments/library/about-the-library/new-library-faq#ad-image-0
mailto:cafox@gci.net

